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The Argument^ 

Shem going to pat up hangings in a fpa- 
cious room of the ark, finds it adorned witli 
paintings, which No ah at length concludes 
to be a prophetic repreientation of the life 
of the S A viou R • Their attention is called 
off from thefe piflaresby theappearahce^f 
a comet. The youths are amazed and 
perplexed, bat Sipha attempts to remove 
their doubts. Milca h informs the brides 
of her hopes to be removed by death, and 
endeavours to alTuage their grief for her 
lofs. Shem afcending the mountain to re- 
move the terror his wife and fifters might 
feel on account of the comet, is furprized 
at inding them Mdifmay'd. The ark is 
laden with the produce of Paradife. Sipha 
is ordered by a celeftial meflenger to afcend 
the mount and die. He takes leave of 
Noah; ble€es Ham and Japhbth, then 
afcends the mountain, where he blefes 
Shsm and comforts his daoghtert • 
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ALREADY was the ark parti* 
tion'd into chambers for man^ 
and receptacles for the animals, and 
already was it cover'd with a Hoping 
roof J but ftill every ornament was 
wanting. Shbm going one morning 
into a fpacious room in the middle 
Jlory, to put up hangings, the beau- 
tiful works of SiPHA^$ daughters^ 

B3 



6 NOAH. BookVIL 

whole depi£live needles had formM a 
lively reprefentation of the facred places 
in the mount, with amazement fees 
it painted with Ikill more than human* 
Eoraptur'd he furveys the wondrous 
work; for th€expreffive paintings in the 
walls and cielings fpoke the workman* 
ihip^ divine. Glorious advances had, 
even in thofe early times , been made 
in other arts, but very far was the 
warm touches of the pencil from that 
perfcftion to which, after a long fuccef- 
fion of ages, they were carry^d in 
Greece and Rome. Then groupes of 
figures were huddled together ^ a dull 
famenefs prevailed throughout the whole, 
and pcrfpedlive was unknown. But 
here, on the ftory'd walls, art flione 
in the utmoft perfection ; the colouring 
was proper and natural^ every figure 
projc<fted diftinft, feme near, and others 
in gradual diftances; the proportions 
of the figures were admirable, and the 
gradations of light and fliade> accord- 
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fug td the moft eX9j& rules of optics* 
Here no touch was wanting to height* 
en the expreifion of the countenance, 
or to giTe life and motion to the limbs 
and features ; for every figure cfaarm'd 
by being in its moft advantageous pa* 
fition, and fignificant gefture* 

Shem was at firft ready to think all 
Hke beings he beheld were enduM with 
life, and had he not been fefifible dist 
he was in the ark, might have thought 
that the laniJfcapes before him, were 
real views of the countries they repre- 
fented. He approached the figures with 
caution and refpeiSl, ere he venturM 
to touch them with his hand. He 
then exulting, call'd his brothers to 
behold the wonders performed by ibmte 
blefs'd angttl, to amufe them during 
their confinement in the ark, and to 
excite devout fpcculations. See, ' O 
my brothers, Aid he, as they entered, 
tbefe miraculous paintings, a divine 
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9 NOAH.* Book VII. 

intelligence is vifible through all the 
fplendid work, and evidently directed 
the hand that formM it. At firft with 
filent wonder and difultory eye, they 
rove over the various compartments 
then fix*d furvey fome particular piece, 
reading in the expreffive countenance 
every emotion of the mind : But in 
what age of the world liv'd the perfons 
reprefented, or in what nation, was t% 
them unkDOWiu 

The citling feemM to rife into a lof^ 
ty dome, in the center of which, wat 
a wheel'd throne of faphire, animated 
by an indwelling fpirit, attended by 
four cherubs. The wheels were ftud- 
ded with glittering beryl, and between 
them, fire blaz'd prompt for vengeance. 
On the throne fat a judge, armM with 
thunder; terrible his vifage, terrible 
tfte kont of bis throne, and terrible the 
thundering wheels, whence> with ir-.- 
refiftable rapidity iflu'd deftrudion^ 
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hurling down myriads of bdin^> for 
whom open'd a flaming abyfs> whik 
round the judge, flew multitudes of 
bright fpirits, fliining with all the ef** 
f ulgence of celeftial glory. 

Twenty hiftories^'n twenty compart* 
ments, adorn'd the ftately ro^m, and 
in each expreffion defign, and vary'd 
tints, join'd to invite the charm'd eye* 
After long gazing, loft in wonder and 
delight, Japheth cry'd. How has ad* 
miration bound my (cet^ that I bare 
not acquainted our fathers, with the 
magnificence with which fome celeftial 
artift, has thus embelliili'd the ark{ 
their long experience will, perhaps^ 
enable them to di (cover the age and 
people, who are the fubjeds of thefeex* 
quifite performaskces. He then hafted * 
with the joyful news, and with no lels 
hafte, the venerable fathers came to 
view the fight. Not leCs amaz'd than^ 
their fons^ they gaz'd on the paimings 

Bs 
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with raptiirc; but equally conceal'd 
from them, were the times, the garb^ 
and names of the perfbns, they faw thus 
beautifully reprefented. After long 
confideration, and the comparifon of 
the prophecies reveal'd by the Most 
High and the angelic fpirits, to his 
pious anceftors, Noah faid, if mycon- 
jeftures be right, the fubje<£l of thefe 
various pieces ftill lie hid in the womb o£ 
time, and the events here reprefented 
will not be aSually fulfill'd till after a 
long feries of years, when the divine 
Messiah fhall appear in a human form; 
and on earth converfe with man. He 
who from nothing has peopled the infi- 
nite regions of fpace, and to whoni 
futurity lies open^ has perhaps here 
difplay'd the events of future ages. 
From you my dear children, fliall thefe 

people defcend. But what diftin- 

guifli'd figure is this ? A heavenly fmile 
adorns his awful fac^, ahd the brighteft 
radiance beams from his rcfplendent 
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cy©, Though angels enrapture, in 
this piece adminifter to his relief, you 
there find, that he is not infoifible to 
the wants of man, ufing food, appare), 
and fleep. With what more than hu- 
man dignity is he adorn'd ? How my 
heart beats, furely this is the gracious 
Redeemer, and each piece in prophe- 
tic painting, difplays the glorious work 
of redemption. Oh what comforts (hall 
I receive in the rolling ark, when en- 
compafs'd with the waters of the deluge, 
if the benevolent angel, who has pro- 
mised me his chearing vifita, will in- 
ftrua me, by explaining thefe hidden 
myfteries I 

From the gladdening contemplation 
of thefe miraculous paintings, their 
attentidn was foon withdrawn by an 
objea that fiird their hearts with de- 
jeflion. In the remoteft north, Sipha 
obferv'd a ftar, rifing new to his fight 
and moving towards the fun. In the 
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^im erening, its difk feem'd to equal 
that of the ^6on, and dreadfully en- 
larging, foonrefcmbled an ample fbield* 
It had a watery gleam tingM with a yelr 
]ow red, its faint light appearing like 
that of the celeftial rebel, when (heer'd 
ef his radiant beams, be fell from Hea*- 
ven. Below it wavM a lucent train, 
whofe growing extent fpread through 
a large part of the northern flcy. The 
fons of Noah view'd it with anxious 
folicitude, uncertain whence it came^ 
whether it was juft form'd, or had long 
roll'd obfcure thro' the wide expanfe, 
till no\y illumin'd by the Almighty's 
touch. SiPHA concealM not his coa- 
jciSlures from the perpjiex'd youths, and 
thus ftroveto remove tl^ir. doubts. My 
father, faid he, faw this ftar, thougji 
to my eyes, it was till npw unknown. 
Stars of this clafs I have oft beheld, 
but of fliorter revolutions ; on thefe, as 
on others, the Omnipotent, on tKc 
day of their creation, imprefs'd their 
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proper motion, through the wide firma- 
ment, where in cxccntric con rfes, they, 
with inceffant rapidity, wheel round 
worlds innumerable^ each in a dliFerent 
path. Some are furrounded by a fiery 
mift) and others^ like this, caft thro*' 
the gloom of night a tremendous tall 
of fuliginous vapours, and turbid Jighh 
Perhaps this is the long appointed 
inftrument of the Divine vengeance 
againft the fmful world. 

How amaziiAg! ]u>w tremendous! 
cry'd Ham. Was this ft a^ then to meet 
the earth, and other planet9, the fhock 
, would he followed by total deftruAion^ 
and night^s £ible and felkary reign^> 
might again prevtail, where now flars 
from eaft to weft,. round their immenie 
courfe. But,OSiPHA,is fuch acataftro- 
phe the ftroke of the StJi^£M£ Judg^-^ 
puniftiing t;he natioiu f or comes k 
with the hour^ wbkh brmgs the comet 
in its natural courfe neai^ the earthy 
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whether the inhalytants be religious 
or profane i 

Oft, retum'd Sipha, the comeM 
approach benificent, fupplying exhaufl-^ 
ed funs with frefh fuel, and with inun^ 
dations, the thirfty planets. Other* 
wife funs extinguiih'd, might revolvo 
through the regions of ancient night, 
and the planets exhaudcd of their humi-r 
dity, by their internal fires, might foon 
be confum'd, while the myriads on 
their fuxfiace, with heart-piercing dread 
»nd anguifh, might behold ev^ry moun-^ 
tain turn'd to a volcano, and inftead 
of- water, eje£ting ftreams of liquid 
iirc. It is certain that the heavens 
tbovnfelves (hall pafs away ; but they 
ihall eeach the term aflignM them by 
their wifeCREAToti at their firft forma- 
tion. God is alone above all change, 
and by no circle cireumfcrib'd. But 
when time brings the comet, it is, per- 
b^s, at the inftant appointed by the 
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great Omnipotent^ when with pro- 
portion-d ioapulfc, he threw each 
ball fra/tn his hand, and bad it run Its 
cottrfe, 'till the time when he fbfdaw 
the fin$ o#-tbe" people would call for 
vengeance. Ht who has plac*d the 
ftars in the firmament, and peopled 
them with corporeal and fpiritual be- 
ings, knows the whole tenor of iheif 
cxiftence ; never is he furpriz'd by an 
unexpe^ed event, and no compul- 
five exigence, can change hhs purpofe^ 
and make him deviate Aom his wife 



defigns. 



O what can we determine of God ! 
cry'd Shem, when the moft towering • 
flight toward$ the Icnowledge of Ills 
cxcelleru:e, only betrays our compa- 
rative littlenefs ? When we venture 
to raife our thoughts tb the heavens, 
tbrp' what infinite works of unfearch- 
able wifdom and power does the eye of 
contemplation range^ fubliming the foul 
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vfith encreafing light! Beyond the fun 
move other fuiM; beyond the World 
other worlds, to us iRvifibley or diml^ 
fcen, yet all filW with the prefence of 
one Creator, unlimited by time or 
place. In each, inhabitants, and my^ 
riads of fiving ereattrres. What then 
is the earth i — ^What then the hu- 
man race ? — What is one of us ? 
How is every one loft and funk into 
xrothing? So minute am I, that Go» 
alone fees me, from His being God. I 
can only fee the tranfient impreffions 
of His infinitude in thiseartbty d^ft,.anj 
humble my felf before Him, who with eye 
equally fedate, fees atoms or globes 
ranifli, and the bur fl of a bubble or a 
world. Who from infinite remote- 
nefs obferves me^ who is nigh me, 
nigh the ark, in which fhielded from 
the overwhelming deluge, I fhall from 
thence be landed in a country provided 
with every bleffing. 
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Sh£M having thus fpoke, walk*d up 
to the middle part of the mountain ; for 
Noah had enjoined htm> that when the 
comet on its nearer approach, fhould co* 
ver the full moon, and the women ap- 
pear terrify'd at its dreadful afpe£l, he 
ihould pour the balm of comfort into 
their minds. He had alfo in charge to 
load the docile camels with the fruiti 
and other produdions of Paradife fit 
for food, in order to fupply the ark. 
Shem found his wife afid fifters poflefs'4 
of the utmoft tranquility, and cutting 
down the harveft with composed alacri- 
ty 5 for they had view'd the comet, as 
lately appointed to revolve round the 
earth, like the moon its companion, 
and thus difpenfe a clear no£turnat 
light, derivM from [the folar orb, that 
the night might be alternately illumin'd 
by their beams, 

m 

But now other foltcitudes tgitate 
tbeir gentle minds. They bad kamt 
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from MitCAH^ the angcFs declaration 
to Noah, that the deluge would be 
pfeceedcd by a vifit from the angel of 
death ; and her ardent ^iflies to be 
the happy perfon, who, by the favour 
of the Eternal, fliould firft rift 
above the fides, and become an inhabit 
tant of ffeaten. She triumphed in th^ 
thought, and from her joy, end^vottt^f 
to ghre tlvem confolattony then kifi'd. 
them; while dfftrefs'd by the lioMe 
eonflia, they burft into a flood of tears* 
All ftood for a ffew moments filent^ 
trH Deborah, wiping her bedew'd 
checks, faid. Surely it is not a crime 
that our hearts and eyes, O Milcah f 
overflow at the fad news of thy foorf 
ceafing, to enlighten our path, whicH 
depriv*d of thy light, will be all dark- 
tick and perplexity. Is weak nature 
forbid to fwell into tears, and do they 
difgrace our minds ? indeed, the ex- 
pe6latTort of a fuperior life, in the^e- 
leftial fields,, tcachei vt to efteem death> 






\ 



Book VIL ^ O A H. i^ 

the gate of felicity, and to flrcw fcf- 
tive garlandi on the grave, c Alas ! 
it muft be cfwti'd t&at >ur life is no 
more thah the triumph of duft, enobled 
hy the human form, >while death is the 
more glorious triumph of the immor- 
tal fpirit ! If it has terrors they pro- 
ceed from a fickly life; for nopleafur^^ 
has life, Vrhich dieath does not Im- 
•pityve; no real plcafure, which death 
does not exalt. Yet dearcft mother, 
natdttti and blamelefs are our tears, 
at thinking, that the moft tender af- 

feflion, and the foft voice of confola- 

■J. 

tion, is now failing ^s, and will be 
no mfOi'e heard, when? fiar from this 
Paradife, we fhall be cbnfin'd in our 
wooden abode, in a wide fea, amidft 
the rolling waves and roaring winds; 
But the Almighty Loud of Heaven 
and Earth, who knows the time of 
bur death, and to whcmi is due the 
loweft homage and grateful fubmiffion, 
prefcrve us from repining at Hie wife 
and ireeverfible decrees ! 
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With faultering fpeech ThamaA. 
rejoin'df In this ftreight, the beft wc 
can do, is in the moft endearing courte^ 
fy and a6b of afiedion, to employ 
the few days perhaps only hours re- 
oiaining, for us to view thy gladdening; 
face. We will carefully employ them 
Jn taking leave of thee, and crown the 
fhort fpace ^ith all the obfequious 
love an human heart can feeU Kfi- 
RENHAFUCU fpoke not a word^but with 
eyes fuffus'd in tears, filent hung sl« 
bout her mother's neck* 

MiLCAB again tenderly embracing 
them, anfwePd, O ray dear daughters ! 
itere you not created to leave me, 
and I to leave yeu? .this the order of 
nature has enjoin'd I I know you love 
me, — we will love each other when 
feparated by the grave ;. for fhould we 
ceafe to love» we muft ceafe to be« 
Thus they aUeviated the anguiih of 
|heir fupgos'd feparatiqm 
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&^.E M found the works recom- 
mended to them compleated ; for they 
had ftor*d in Sipha's dwelling, all 
kinds of grain and fruit, produc'd on 
bju/h, ftem and tree. Abundant opu« 
lence ! Yet their place mifs'd them 
not; for there every feafon, was an 
exuberant Autumns each falling pear 
was foon fucceeded by another, the 
^ple replaced the apple, and budding 
figs protruded the mature. Hitherto 
it had been a doubt with them, whe- 
ther the feeds of each kind of inferior 
plants, were not to be fav'd, as both 
the ftem and root would fall a prey to 
the devouring flood j left the land 
wanting its vernal rObe, ihould \k in 
fterile nakednefs; but Shem this need- 
lefs folicitude remov'd^ 

Now came on Night, and above the 
horizon apju^'d the comet in magni*^ 
tudie equal to the moon : Its pale light 
was lAterfpcts'd with black /pots, and 
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its tail extended to the northern con* 
ftellations; yet were the women's minds 
free from terror, 

I cannot but wonder, faid Shem, at 
tbe courage with which you view this 
blazing ftar, whofe terrific appearance^ 
rather leems to give you pleafure than 
pain. 

Should we not, laid Thamar, with 
grateful joy behold this new gift of Hea- 
ven, fent for the ornament and com- 
fort of our earth, chearing its nights 
by adding its light to that of the moon* 
It is certainly by the direction of the 
Most High, that the lefler planet has 
thus approach'd the earth, by which it 
is now attraded, and thus accompa- 
nies its courfe. 

Shem ftill more aftonilh'd, gravelj 
an(wer*d,How canyou, my dear fifters^ 
imagine, that this planet is of fo littlf . 
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force as to be for ea^y s^tti:a£ied by oiur 
#arth i Jts n»8igoitude» tbougb fo dif* 
taut, declarer its power^ and that it 
may drag the earth fix'd to its fierj 
wheels through its immenfe track. It 
is indeed come with dire intent, yet 
without power to hurt the family of our 
righteous father. The great Creator, 
who form'd and rules the heavenly bo* 
Ates, has gracioufty condefirended to 
afllire us, that though all the kindreds 
of the earth fhall be fwallow'd up in 
deftrudion, yet will he fpare us, and 
tfie ftrong ftru^ure, the. mode) of which 
was brought us by his holy angels^ is 
now nearly finifli'd, to receive, with 
us, ihofe animals the Most High has 
d«etermin^d to fave from the overwhelm- 
ing deluge. Poffibly in this ftraogy: 
ftar, this flood is plac'd, and at its due 
approximation to die eai^, its waters 
will be pour'd on hill and plain. Let 
«s therefore hafle, and faoufe our pr^ 
irifioiis, left the day of wrath iurprii^e 
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iw tinprovidcflw I, in the mean titne^ 
remaining with you, will load the 
grain and fruit, fo diligently gathcrM, 
on the vigorbuis c^meJs, which will, 
of tbemfdvcs, expedkioully carry their 
burthens to the txfiial place. 

Thefe words mvolv'd the fifiers in 
Aidden anxiety^ and now with trem-^ 
bling limbs, they rais'd their eyes to 
the menacing comet j yet is every fear 
foon dilpell'd by the heart-reviving 
thought, that all the ftarfy hoft are 
but minifters of the Most High *, and 
whether moving or ftilJ, obey the 
breath of his mouth. Poflefs'd of this 
devout fource of ftrongeft coBfolacioii> 
little difficulty had Shbm to calm and 
fortify their exalted minds. 

Daily were the laborious b^fts dif- 
patched, iand on their being unloaded^ 
voluntarily batted up the mount, kneel* 
ing to receive freib buf^ns. In thr 
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mean while, the ark. was finifli'd, 
when, to prevent the entrance of the 
waters, the feara^ were cover'd with 
rclin, iffuing from the un(5luous foil. 
Windows at equal diftances, along it« 
ample fides, admitted the air and light, 
over which the provident Noah, faf- 
tene4 the ikins <^ t|ie iliaggy lion and 
fpotted tyger, to be roll'd up, when the 
fun ftione ferene, and in tempeftuous 
weather, let down. In the rooms blaz'd 
afphaltus and naptha in luftres of em- 
bofs'd gold^ making night chearful. 
Already had the treafures, which Si- 
PHA had brought into the mouotj been 
convey'd into the ark, Jc{]t the remem- 
brance of fuch works (hould be loft ; 
works or/plendor, convenience and ufe 
in gold, filver, and ivory, the inven- 
tions of early genius and Ikill, together 
yrith the inftruments ufed by thcfeveral 
artifts. Noyv they began to convey the 
provifions laid in readinefs on the fide 
of the mountain, fruit which in the ear 
and branch, were ripen'd by the fun. 
Vol. 1L C 
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In the mean time Sipha was enjoy- 
ing repofe, flieltcr'd from the beat of 
Sultry noon, when a celeftial meflenger 
^appear'd before him, and with melodi- 
ous voice*thus fpake : Sipha arife and 
ftfcend to the middle of the mountain. * 
There retire to thy houfe, where 
Mehitabel and' thee pafs'd many 
7ears of harmony and love. Embrace 
and blefs thy children; for there the 
angel of death waits with gentle hand 
to clofe thy life, and fmooth thy paflage 
from this earth to the manfion« of blifs, 
"where thy happy anceftors enjoy the 
rewardft' of their' piety and inflexible 
•virtue. Go, left the delude cut thee 
k>ff with the workers of iniquity ; for 
in the archives of Heaven it is written, 
that^thow art not to enter the ark with 
•'thy' brother. The office appointed 
idie^j-b/' thy Creator and Friend, h 
^ffcbarg'd^ arid ihe time bf thy difmif- 
fjon^Tom earth is at hand. 
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SiPHA fiird with fudden joy, haftily 
anfwcr'd, Welcome celcftial mtSengtr^ 
who bring*ft me the fruit of my earneft 
petitions. Gladly I hafte to lay my- 
felf down in the arms of death, that 
my enraptur'd foul may be convey'd 
to the celeftial regions, and be intro- 
duc'd to the eternal life of the beatify'd 
fpirits, in the prefence of my Maker, 
where I fliall love and ferve him better. 
Swiftly he arofe to communicate the 
glad tidings to Noah, whom he thus 
addrefs'd. O my friend, God has 
4idard my fecret prayers, that I might 
be taken from the earth before thee. 
Forgive a proceeding diftated by felf 
love ^ for much more eligible is it to 
be remov'd by death to the manflons of 
perpetual reft, where no comets blaze, 
no deftru(Slive tempefts rage, than to 
fee the wreck of nature, and hear the 
outeries of an expiring world. De^th 
puts an end to the woes, and not to 
the real joys of life j for the fource and 
Cleans of true felicity, are far above all 
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chaDge. Thee, my dear friend, I leave 
in a tumultuous Tea encompafs'd by 
arduous aiFairs, and involv'd in momen- 
tuous folicitude : thine eyes over- 
flowing with compaflion on account 
of the dreadful extinftion of thy kin- 
dred race; in care for the prefervation of 
thy family, and of the numberlefs num- 
bers, which in thine ark, are to be car- 
ry'd over the raging deep. But amidft 
thefe diftrefles, thou haft the reviving 
converfe of thy dear Mijlcah, whofc 
amiable manners fpread tranquility on 
thy wrinkled brow, and bear up thy 
labouring heart. To her tender care, 
1 recommend my daughters, as the mo- 
thers of future mothers. She will be 
prefent at their delivery, and her fym- 
pathizing tendernefs, will alleviate the 
pains of child-birth. 

Noah briefly anfwer'd. Go my hap- 
py friend to the angel of death, tHy de- 
liverer J who, commiflion'd by the 
Most High, takes oflF the fhackles of 
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this earthly prifon 5 who puts a fuiifh* 
ing^hand to the purfuks of man; feals 
up their cares, and diftrefs ; their virtue, 
and their hope. Adieu, I will not de- 
tain thee. Confiding in my God, I 
fhed no pufillanimous tears ; nor do I 
envy thee, that thou art entering the 
fafe harbour, while I am left to grapple 
with a moft tremendous fiorm. But 
though, with dry eyes, I fee thee go- 
ing, my mind is not without a full 
fenfe of my inexpreffible lofs. Thou 
foon wilt be with my father, and O 
tell him, tell the happy Lamech the 
wonderful kindnefs of the Lord, to 
our children, whom amidft an univerfal 
flood, he is conducting to ne^ fettle- 
ments, that mankind may ftill fubfift, 
and the earth abound with nations, 
who {hall gratefully ofFer up their fo- 
lemn praifes to the Creator ; and 
that from me fliall defcend the feed of 
the woman, that fhall bruife the head 
of the ferpent. Go, and with our 
blefs'd fathers, celebrate the fcftivals of 

C3 
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Heaven, and drink the cup of joy. 
Soon fhall I tafte the cxtatic pleafure of 
rejoining thee, and we (hall embrace,, 
"without feeling the bitternefs of any fu- 
ture feparation. 

Here Noah, with conipos'd affeftion, 
folded SiPHA in his arms, who let fall 
a few tears, and then turning to Ham 
and Japheth, cmbrac'd them; after 
which, layiqg his hands on their heads, 
he thus invok'd the Fountain of 
all Good, .The God, before whom 
my fathers walk'd — the God of Me- 
thuselah, Enoch and Seth— the 
God, who with paternal tendernefs, 
has cherifhM my life, which has pafs'd 
away as on eagle's wings— and whofe 
itieflenger dclivcr'd me from the cruel 
hands of .Abiram, blefs you both. 
May the Lord grant you children^ 
righteous as Abel and Seth, the pa- 
triarchs and founders of numerous na- 
tions, throughout all the regions of 
the peopled earth. 
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HiuM and Jap«eth> melted into 
tear^) while kneding, they . r«oeh^'4. 
this 43enedi£lfon } but roic with miAg*< 
led grief and joy. Then^SxpHA^ witlv 
tk}w ftep, mov'^l forward, often look^ 
mg batk^to «njoy^ thepleafure of mect^ 
if^, once more^— the eyes of his dejec*-^ 
ted friend^ which foUow'd him 'till h» 
pa&dthe^inrtercepting' rockw 

Sipha's luiexpei^d prefence, glad-^ 
den'd the hearts of his daughters, who 
were drying ratlins in the fpacioua 
court. With fond alacrity, they ran 
to him, and conducted him into the 
the houfe ; but Oh ! what a ftroke 
was it to their tender hearts, when, in 
the fofteft and moft gentle term^, he 
told them, that he was come up thi« 
ther, to give them' his laft Ueffing, and 
then to lie down and die^ They now 
mourn'd for their father, with a grief 
equal to that they had felt fbr the (up- 
pos'd death of Milcah. 

€4 
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SiPHA, to alleviate their afflidion, 
added with a ferene afpe£l, let me re« 
mind you, that this l?o4y alon« will 
die, and lie in the grave. But my* 
foul, its inhabitant, thje principal part 
of me, will furvive ; ahd while that h 
mingled with the duft, this will enjoj 
a more exalted life than when' confin'd 
in the houfq of clay,: to you, indeedjj 
inyifible, but feen by the beatify'd fpi- 
Tits,' feen by Mehitabel, who will 
wait my coming, to encircle my tem- 
ples with. a chaplet of ever-blooming 
amaranth, gather'd from the brink- of 
the fountain of life I Can you, my 
children, lament ,niy removal to ce- 
leftial joys ? No, you furely cannot. 
Turn then your eyes to your hufbands, 
and on them fi?^ your pure affedions; 
for inthem you have father, mother, 
and every dear relation, 

. Then turning to.SHEM, When I am 
dead, faid he, do. thou my ion, inter 

r 

this inanimate clay, clofe by the altar 
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of my reconcird Judge ; for this is 
my native foil, and to it I would return. 
Now, making a fign to the deje£ted 
youth, he drew nearer, and Sipha, 
laying his band on his head, added. 
Receive the bleffing I have rcferv'd for 
thee. Thy defendants O Shem ! will 
Lc more numerous than the ftars which 
glitter in the fpacious arch of Heaven* 
Among them fliall be one branch, fu- 
pereminent, chofen by the Most High, 
who will fend prophets, and appoint 
priefts, to teach them his precepts, ^nd 
at length will fend the Redeemer to 
fulfil all righteoufnefs, in whom the 
nations of the earth ihall be blefs'd. 

The news that Sipha, and not (he 
was to die, ftruck Milcah with the 
deepeft forrow. She was like the 
mariners, who in a fliatter'd fhip, are 
difappointed in their hopes of reaching 
a fecure harbour. Alas, faid (he, how 
did I deceive myfelf, with preci- 
pitate imaginations ! already had I 
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reach'd the refplendent confines of 
Heaven^ the Earth was vanifhing 
from my fight, and now behold, an 
unexpe£led notice fuddenly pulls me 
down to the depreiling cares of an 
earthly life. 

No herald of death yet appear'd: 
SiPHA had none of thofe warnuig mef- 
fengdrs that wring the nerves, thofe 
•tender fl:rings of life, with torturing 
anguifli: flill a£live and firong he 
ihar'd with his daughters, all the la- 
bours of the harvcft. Thus three 
nfK>rnings paft, ^nd each morn his 
daughters receiv'd him as reftor'd to 
them. Yet foon, perhaps that very 

r -it 

hour, to be taken from them. With 
fondeft attendance, they ftrove to 
gladden the fleeting moments, (ludious 
to brighten his fetting day. 

The Ekd or the Sevinth Soox. 
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THE AUGUMENT. 

SiPHA dies, and is interr'd. Ra- 
phael gives Noah frefli inftrudlions, 
and then flies to denounce the judg- 
ment of Heaven on the inhabitants of 
the earth, who ftill continue obdurate. 
Noah fpends five days with his fami- 
ly in folemn orifons and devout facri- 
fices. The women, and more particularly 
Kerenhapuch leave their native 
abode with reluilance, and return to 
Noah's dwelling. They enter the 
ark, and Noah blowing a golden 
trumpet brought from Heaven, his 
fons are enraptured by the found, and 
the animals enter the ark. Japhet a's 
reflections on -the wifdpm of the great: 
Creator. Noah aflign» the different 
employments of his fons and daughters* 
Meanwhile the deluge begins in the 
other hemifphere of the earth. A 
description of its approach and progrefs 
there ; with the terrors and deflrudion 
of the inhabitants. 
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ER E the fourth fun had with its 
earlieft l)eams ftreak*d the clouds 
with crimfon, Sipha went up to the 
grove where the Sovereign Judge 
p^fs'd fentence on the firft offen- 
ders, * and there, on the altar he' 
himfelf had raisM, offer'd the grateful' 
incenfe of a fincere and refign'd heart. 
Silent he meditates on the promlfe of 
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the Most High, that the feed of the 
woman fhould bruife the head of the 
ferpent, and while confidering the for* 
titude and power of the mighty Vic- 
tor, embraces him in idea, with im- 
paflion'd arms. Meanwhile the angel 
of death, lurking in ambufh, fees hitn 
colle^ed in himfelf, and abforb'd in 
extatic rapture; when taking one of 
his leaft painful darts, dip'd in balm 
that inftantly heals the wound it gives, 
pierces him through the heart. The 
foul's connexion with the body, being 
'thus difiblv'd, the difburthen'd fpirit 
with extatic rapture wings its flight to 
the blefs'd realms of endlefs peace and 
joy. 

Shem, foon after, paiHng by the 
altar, and bowing with reverential awe^ 
fees the patriarch leaning on it, with 
his head refting on his folded arms ^ 
ilruck with furprize^ he approaches 
nearer I perceives him bereft of life. 
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and paffionately kiffes his chill'd lips, 
and lifelefs hand ; then melancholy and 
flow, returns with the unwelcome news. 
FindingMiL c AH in the court with 
Deborah and Thamar, be cry/ds, 
SiPHA, who is no longer an inhabitajit 
of the earth, will no more join with us 
in adoring the Lord. He now mingles 
bis adorations with thofc of Enoch and 
Lamech. The angel of death found 
him at the altar : there I have fcen him, 
and in a tranfport of grief and love, 
have beheld his earthly frame deferted 
by his celeftialfpirit. 

• The daughters with mournful voice, 
and ftreaming eyes, cry*d, A long adieu 
to thee, thou beft of parents j thy hap- 
pinefs will be now complete ! Then 
cafting their looks towards heaven, in 
tbe inienfenefs of their^ grief, thought 
they perceiv'd the progrefs of bis fouJ, 
by a train of light : while Milcah, 
in filence pondeiM on the glorious ftate 
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to which God had exalted Sipha, and 
Mehitabel's gratulations, on her 
meeting hini at his arrival, at the land 
of real life. 

Meanwhile Kerenhapuch lay in 
the foft bands of fleep, in her native 
raanlion, pure and beauteous, as one of 
immortal lineage.To her came her two 
fifters, whp finding her wrapt in fwcet 
repofe, forbore to awake her, with the 
mournful tale. But (bon fhe opens her 
eyes ; and knows the meaning of their 
fighs, and languid features, ere they 
fpeak. Tho' before informed flie would 
foon feel this heavy lofs, her tender heart 
was no lefs opprefs'd, than if the mourn- 
ful news had, without warning, come 
abrupt. 

Now all pay their laft duties to his 
inanimate clay, and odours rife from the 
altar to the fkies. They fpend the day 
in lamenting over him, and with admi- 
ration recount^ with intermingled fighs, 
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his iplendid virtues. All that remains 
of him on earth, faid Shem, we ought 
carefully to prefcrve. Our moft ho- 
nourable patrimony is the glory of his 
(iivine life, and his virtues, with which 
we fhould enrich ourfelves. Oh let. us 
record his wifdom on the tables of our 
hearts ! let us incline our ears to hh dic- 
tates 5 for though filent, he ftiU fpeaks 
to us — ftill while in the realms of cnd- 
lefs blifs he fpeaks ; and with animat- 
ing voice exhorts us to follow him to 
the bright world, where we (hall again 
embrace, and fhare his joys ! 

Brfore the declining fim had call'd 
up the ftill evening, SHEMduga grave, 
in which his fitters having fprinkled 
myrrh and .cinnamon, they plac'd in it 
the corpfe, drefs'd in the cloathd he 
wore, and over it ftrew'd the rofe, the 
violet, and jeflamine, with other flowers 
of fweeteft fragrance. 




Reflyforfaken body, cry'd DeBonAHr 
foft be thy repofe, in the rcclufc bofont 
of this cool earth, through the night of 
agee^ 'till the creative voice (hall call 
thee too, up to the fielda of celeftial 
light. 

Thefe rites being^niih'dy.theyy en- 
lightned bjr the comet's pale gleam, ii- 
lent and flow, return'd to their abode, 
where. Noah, Japueth and Ha^^, du- 
ring their abfence, bad arrived, and ex* 
pe6ied the women, their fweeteft con A>* 
latioa in diftrefs* 

Raphael had that day brought freik 
inftruftions to the patriarch ; Noah, 
faid he, the day of wrath is at hatid* 
Already has the Lord iflu'd orders to 
the guardian angels of the revolving 
fpheres, to guide with double diligence, 
the heavenly bodies, during the comet's 
approach to this terraqueous globe^ 
when it will pour forth an overwhelm- 
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ing deluge. This was thfe view of the 
Most High, in fending it forth againft 
the earth, which will enjoy only fix days 
of cheai-lul light. On the fevcnth, the 
floods will rufli impetuous from the 
depths of the ocean, and the immenfe 
tail of the cornet. Then (hall all the 
creatures, wi^rch breathe the air, and 
walk on the land, be deftroyM, except 
thy family, and the animals that {halt 
dwell with thee in the ark. Receive 
this golden trumpet, which I have 
brought from the arfenal of heaven. 
When thou blowcft it, the wlng'd 
fowl, four-footed beafts^ reptiles and 
infeils, (hall repiair to thee ; place 
themfelvcs In their fevcral receptacles i 
live with thee in amicable quiet, and 
obey thy voice. I am alfo commiiIion*d 
to denounce a laft monitory woe on the 
profligate world. Hold thyfelf in rea- 
dinefs, that on the feventh day the in- 
vading floo«l may fee thee (heker'd in 
the divine veffel. I fliall clofc the door 
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of the ark, and preferve it amidft t\ic 
TlCmg waves% Be expeditious, already 
has tht angel of deatli conduced thy 
happy friend to the glorify'd faints of 
God, where his joys exceed thy utmoft 
ftretch of thoughts 

Thus fpake the angel^ and with ra- 
pid wing, foar'd high over countries 
and ftates. The flroke of his wings re- 
fembled thunder,^ and the^ undulations 
of his voice reach'd the moft diftant 
lands, while thus" he cry'd> God is- 
feated on his judgment feat, and aU 
resJy is the fentenc« gone forth. Re- 
pent, repent, and torn unto the Lord; 
for after fix days comes the day of his 
wrath, and all that live upon the earth 
(hall be deftroy'd. Woe tcji them on 
whom fliall fall the ^indignation of the 
Omnipotent. 

Noah heard the thunder reverberate 
from Paradife, and adoring the Most 
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High, who holds the equal fcale of juf- 
tice, went with . Ham and Japheth, 
to aflemble thofe who were in the 
mount* 

As plenty of provifions, more than 
would filffice man and bcaft, for one 
•entire year, had been ftor'd in the ark, 
the remaining days, they fanflify'd to 
the Lord, by folemn orifons and devout 
Sacrifices. Every evening and morn faw 
iNoAH o&ring, at the altar of propitia- 
tion. While ftanding on the eminence, 
which had been raised over Sipha's 
grave, his zStdion to hiin burft forth 
in afcriptions of praife to the God 
of all grace, who had taken him 
to himfelf. Each returning morn the 
women ftrew'd over it floweis of beau- 
tiful tint, and pleaiing fragrance, while 
the men pour'd on it the wine of the 
Spreading palm. Noah then addreiling 
them, faid, O my fons, fince we are 
depriv'd of this excellent much lov'd 
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till a bafe degeneracy of morals pre* 
vailing, a tafte For all that is exalted 
and fublime, was banifhM. Even the 
artSf the fruit of early genius, improYld 
by long protra£ted youth, and a length- 
ened life, of great extent, were with the 
. inventors committed to dblivion. Ma- 
ny ages later, in our evening of the 
earth, illumin'd genius, under pureft 
influences, retrieved fome. Of many, 
man with proud exultation, boafis of 
being the firft inventor, and contemp- 
tuoufly looks down on the youth of the 
eartl^, though they had ages of experi- 
ments, and on their heads flione the' 
fun's brighteft rays. In that univerfal 
profligacy, the fublime pfalms of the 
poets, were alfo bury'd in the duft of 
forgetfulnefs, yet were they remem- 
ber'd by the angels, and even in Hea- 
ven, are they fung by choirs ^f en- 
raptured fpirits. 
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KEREHHAiKfCHtlj^OiliIited b)[ ap ardfifrt^ 
defire to take one view more of the en* 
^hsmttng fpot, fet down her carns^n^ 
and flfw baick. With painful deli^ 
0^ fiifvey'd tb^ green cmrpet, wrofgM 
by Nature's 6ng9F» with 9o^frts^ ¥^ 
Ibrighteft cojoursb -and the loftg,,£re^ 
quoted avenues leading through ;th<l 
ever-verdant groves. . In fix*d a^tentioa 
flie ftoody till eas'd by her guihing 
t^ars^ then cafting a JaftJop^on the 
favourite ob^e^, returnM widi ^tl^e 
fwiftnefs with which ihe came^ , Thu9 
flew Ansmoks to the- coffin'ofhec 
dear^I^ friend, and thus with fix*d e]|^ 
yiewM tjbe lovely corpfe of her Cla* 
Eis^A^ early fnatch'd fron^llfe« , Aloud 
Anemqn^ w^^ wit^ . ^liftf^ band^^ 
and ; quick, with *bo^ efpbfac'd the 
fleeping angels head -, kifs'd her. ^^1 
kifs'd her faded cheek i thencryinf«A 
VoL.U b 
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^liri with lief ^(poufcs who Jtttdiitg; 

tdikivbM Hf^mMires' ihtb lier htatt, 
itfHicri Mfc ^ntiy^iltets^a. But (bbil 
JfiVibre^^fcWArc fefe'd the jtn/'eirile 
jfeWrth'af are i^^Wnen, whb-noW long^ 
r6*'rcri'ibe iWc; and ai its tartdu^ bftto- 
rtii«ntfe; f artieulariy tfte iiVinc pitfht- 
Jn^|in tRte 'Seiuteoil* Kan ; ihd thfs 
^ftri^ttkiti ciicrcasM ty tail difcourfe. 
THcy no (bbn^r reached the ark, than 
fltey ^ftdrtl ^oiiilhM at its Irtilk afttf 
fh'i'A^h,'^ arid i!hi^» ^ittai^^httnt ch-^ 
ti^?i,^tJ'ft*ftf<!iViiig tKc'ci)*Venlttlt 
i4i^ofe&|tW thfe fe^feraT rootrii/ with 
tlf^ Ifctt^nfe' flores oiTftutt, <hey fftetri- 
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Now the .fet«ntb mom orofe ki thc^ 
faeavens, Ac day preceding that ^of die 
general dt&rvt&ioti. Early NoAft 
went forth, and as foon as the ftin'bc-- 
gan to tmge the eaftem cteitds with- 
crimfon, ffrcw*d with profitfe hand, hia* 
morning inccnfc on the ahar he Mm-^^ 
ftlf had built, in the grove of pahns, 
where he had heard the fatal fcntcnce. 
He then fummouM h?s family <o repair 
to the fecial chamber in the arit : On 
which they quit the cooling bath» in 
their oM manfion, now, for the laff 
time us'd. The patriarch hlmfclf,' 
ftood at the foot of a bro^d bridge, that 
extended from the earth to the lower 
deck, holding In his hand, the golden 
trumpet, brought from Heaven, azid at 
three inteivals, blew three long ani 
folemn bl^s, 

M hffiuiflg the goMon dangor, No« 
ah's wiie aad children, feb their fouls 
rife oa the fw^ing (omiy wing'd with 
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holy^^unes, divine cpi^ceptions, aad 
iUttinin'd faculties. As the %bliine ia 
poetry^ with heavenly energy, raifes 
and inflamies the mind with enkindling 
admiration, magnanimity, noble ideas* 
and fenfations unfelt before : this the 
celeftial melody breath'd into' their 
fouls, fiird them with heavenly rap- 
ture, accompany'd by empaffion'd gef- 
tures, and all the energy of true devo- 
tion, . not wild fanatic fire. Mean- 
while they held fablime difcourfe, ex- 
tolHng the mighty Judge ; and graci- 
ous Saviour, who in an inftant puts 
a period to the triumphs of the wicked. 

He himfelf maketh a net for his own 
feet, and a trap is laid in all his paths* 
He fhall be haunted by fear, and ruin 
wait for him on every fide. Water 
concealed in the bowels of the earthy 
fliall fpring up and overflow him. Un- 
der him the high places fhall fink 
down, and againft him fhall the depths 
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be exalted. The firft bornr of death 
(hall feaft on his ftrength. — His name 
fliall be mentioA'd na more. — He (hall 
pafs away like a dream : he (hall va- 
ni(h like the darknefs (^ the night. 
Thua (haU it be with him, who de- 
^ifes the Lord, the Judge of the 
earth : but be who trufts in him, (hall 
not periih. He who obeys the laws of 
the Most High (hall rejpice in His 
omnipotence ; for in the midft of 
punifhment,. Goo remembers mercy. 

In fuch dificourfey the offspring df 
Noah continu'd^ rejoicing in . the 
Lord, w^ile, from the trumpet undu- 
Uted the awfiil notes. It ceas'd, and 
lol ama^M they faw beaft, bird^ ai;id 
infeA flocking to the ark i fome (even 
of each (ex, and others in pah^, A« 
mong thefe laft, Tmamar, witiv 
pleafing furprize, beheld her favourite 
animal, which us'd to fit purring on 
,her lap. Of the feather'd tribe, fome 
entered the ark widi rapid wingt 'Whjlm 
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i>thers proceeded up the bridge, wkh 
iftately ftep* Afcet< thefe came the: am*- 
phibious animals^ fdsnt of whom wanti- 
iiig feet, drew tbcmfelves forward <m 
.their fins, while ollitre, thotigh quib- 
drupedf, proceedwl #idi Aeir betlies 
iweeping tl» ground. Tbtn came fer- 
ipeats^ fpeofcledy or flreafc'd, of vari- 
ous tddnn^ with bi^ht #r dii<ky 
iciklcM^ io qutckhafte^ they ORstiibd tMr 
Ipiry voluioes sp tii^ brid^ ijidong 
the dttft, au if coaiciDus of guilt, ami 
fupplicating forgivenefs. Another clafa 
remain'd^ theft were the infefts, &me 
of fioe the i|K>ft miilute, and roAjnf to 
the human eye, iiwifible; mMiifi^ 
were dieip kinds, of c^kmr ftad fbHn 
noft nnriouii many adem'd wkk green 
tad goM, and everjr irivid tkkt, (ktmrnM 
> Ac m wick <!bwMyy or Imly wingt, 
. while otberi hsvfoour'J on the bcsafte. 

r 

No living crCfttttre, which 6of> had 
made, ejtieept tiie 4i#i, ttmatn'd behind 
Wt r^if'd fo the atk» wheit fivhug 



as «a their natnae ak, aofl.profM^irfoil; 

limit )to theic idkftlny "icc^ptuckft.; Thf 
Amiiweldjr idcpbaitty the r hiociiieros, .the 
^(HMidlary, Md ftately caAnelt;: mtt^ 

tame of fmall^v: &«f 4iAutoll^ iditiir- 
felves in pens, in the middle, near the 

jibe Im^ «<yl ^wlg^nilMr)!, vAA/^ 

Weak^Ml^Hdei^ f<^.;thdftiMMlvMl 
enmity, were now reconcil'd. Before 

thci#iHun^^{f>$«r« j^4 i|U!f«^vtfieir 

§^ gpffy^ Qf £4^ ^ 4itm flKnr 

Ch9MJ Mt^m/Giv^^wilbilbti ftAi^ 

- D4 
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harmids* Now in ^ ark confin'd^ 
theur Jlwe and obedience refemUcd 
that paid to. Adam before bis dreadftil 
/i)l« AH that at tte- fo^tkKng mitn^ 
fern fubmoning biaft bud )refort^d ir 
*the arfc, whether on foot or wingv 
came front t!he mount, 'and none from' 
^dw neighbouring )>taina« 

^ rl f -f • ~, ' 1 . * ' fl , " ' 1". ^ ' I 

^ Wh^ all the anDhafe'h^d eiHer'^ 
the fp^cious^ l»utldkig) I^Ah, en(er^ 
i|%lail, puihM oi(F the bridge, and the 
watchful anget eios'd the door, on 
iWhicfebefetU'^hefeatof Hcati^. ' 

' Jafhsth wit* attetitive Wonder, had 
view'd the mill tltudes^ bf^imais, their 
VsHriou$ fbrms^ and' finepteportfone ; 
aifdifeeing with amazenteht eaeh tribie 
^v^imftarf repair t<> it»^pfopeF departs 
«tilt, Icindred with, kihdred^ thiis gav^ 
Yent to his aftonifliment : With wh^ 
words, fliadl I exprefs the tidi&iratiift 
that fill$ my mind, at the view dl the 



■ g *# 



BookVIII. N O a tt 57 

Divine flciMy that appears in the va« 
riety and fymmetry, vifible in all the 
Creator's works. When I confider 
the hand which form'd this ailemblage 
of beauty ; the regularity which reigns 
through fuch diverfity, all as if 
form'd by compafs, rule, or fphere, 
a p^rfcSt chain of correfpondent 
links ! Still more when I confider the 
dofe gradations oC the fucceffive differ- 
ences and refemblances of fuch mul- 
titudes of creaturesj^ all diverfe, and by 
what imperceptible bands they ap- 
proach and are connected, clafs with 
dafs, and tribe with tribe, I am loft in 
wonder and furprife ! What an admi- 
'fable and amazing fcene of creatures of 
various form! In how many fiiapes 
iocs beauty appear, and how in fome, 
does it vanii}^ and give way to what 
leems deformity, and almoft lifelds 
Blatter ! What a difference is there be- 
tween the horfe and the adders be^ 
tweeA this laft and the gilded fly, yet 
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each h perhaps k liiik,ii6ceflkry to com- 
pfettthfc chain 6fWcing$? BtttftiMhJ^r 
lifes my ideas of the Divine ftiH, 
imd feighrer my ltata«iemcfit, wlten I re- 
flea, iioiv the well form'd limbs ^f 
fome cjtprefs mingled life, ftrength, ri- 
gour^ ftfriftnefs, fenfatiot)> andfpim ! 
How the peacock with pride expands 
life fcvdy tail \ How, a4armM hy founds 
the hotfe ^liftens in «v«ty timb ! How 
iWftiiMit the incKnstiom<t)f every kind! 
Whift v»f6 tntcAen aivd organs far 
tiieir 'uf^y and vhib gNaStKm<ms6f*cveiy 
vppet^l JitKiv eoffiipletely ftrfta ire 
kll the^6rlc8<»r tlfcMcrs'T Hk^h 1 no 
iflftprbvi«)g hand, t^n o^nter cbe ieoA 
more ccAHplejR:! The wtsole anhnml 
"irrciiftion being 'n4iw ifliut op intlie«ik 
wi^ ADS, under my ifodier*s sdkietSMi, 
"iv^at enjo^fviifenit will they«rfFcird im^\ 
^ev^r ihati I bene chide the 6my As 
^ydTmg whh w^ 'flow a pace y for whole 
n?he d«^tf£tn!« ImrI Tuges :a\\ airoMid^ 
-Khy bufy-fottl, wtli«vei>tiew dciight» 
will at leifurc fuiVey -the various king- 
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jU.mm»iti inaim> Who i^^ uto* 



* 4 



gkqrnc/it&pr bisiiGm.8ndjdai)gfiitBti9y 
;cbt A»t^ «hoitre>itcy>gi<ie»ithe>lbod:*Mnl 

^al 4nipr#veiiisntix)f "ftinieQ^ 3lfae^ okiiii 

ctheiaivkv 'Tibedajpiiad'{nfsfdA^}xn4)45» 
-kiaH things liketbe^fomi^r YeotlMC 



Iheoth^ fide the ^arthV gird thit omiU 

-dime glebe ; for lhe#e the comet iiFft 

crofsM Its track, and one hemtfpliepe 

Wa» forced to paft the comet's iieb«aik>ii$ 

f weep^ ^ Wonders w^e then feeii' in the 

heavens and on the earth. -Hie peopk 

look'd in vain towards the eaft, for the 

approaching K^t, fblicitous. about its 

delay y but inftead of light, along the 

eaftern flcy, haog;afahle cloudy ,whofe 

adndcmantleofaAru^d the folacmy*: 

UJindQcU layjdie eaFth and Tea, invoIv'4l 

-in-die fiilds of night. Atkngth the biaze 

t>f die comet, broken through; the alaint- 

^grgloom ; but Jtfdfmoie terDU>le than 

^ hb«ckoft darknefs. . Thick fet with 

^Icanos, . riks: IMdeoua body, ^ nigged 

a^d unequal, pour'd forth fulphureous 

jys^'Uif 'l on, [ tbcf trembling iiihabit^nts. 

M.tht aftonifh'd earth, la the weA, 

^appnr'd the mpon with itsavhole diik, 

jtchrer^d with .adventttious itght,. whkh 

.miHt^ fii^GAT^ j^e in^abitams, 4^r 
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Terrific forms hes^tcn'd by tmagina- 
tive fair, darting through the fky^ 
&ein'd to repre&nt embattled, armies, 
burning mountains, and plains haunt« 
ed by fpedses ; while the" birds and 
beads, with hideous cries, fignifyM 
the approach of death. At length, the 
fea was feea to recede froin jrs extend- 
ed fhorcs,. and collected life to tower- 
ing heigh ts,wl^le ocean's un/covor'd bad 
exhibited depths profound,, beyond the 
reach of fight.. Then, (hook the agoni- 
sing earth, as in that unhappy hour, 
when £vB fttetch'd forth her htnd to 
pluck and eat the fruit : The earth 
then felt the deadly wound, and thr6' 
ev^ry part^ gave fign that all was loft. 
More (Irong were now the ihocks froia 
tthe oppofite attra£lk>ns of the comet 
and the earth. ; but the kttei to its de- 
i^ru£tion prevail'd, and huge mafloi 
with extenfiye promontories torn from 
..|||f comet, fell through the ^rreftrial 
. #mofpbf^re, inio i;hef«a>.forihing iflands 



I 









i^y fitirer:hiiM;^or?fi)»Uin ^jket tmcr^ 

jung :ovor idii6ioasthb)r4|ril, tril at icke 

-laft gncaC ids);» wbenABBwig^irc fludt 

.^CQD&iiMe dK gtoiw, 0Hd.al).aaci»re he 

jAkf2dy:tiiecm6imtEifix>tts fea^, wes- 

Htjr«f rifing towaiFd8D)we<»met, precipf- \ 

jloie thsfH^dves into their i)ed, ^jid 

*iar«]ABw th^ ihoh9)» From tlie carver « 

'luni^^eartb, fs heard a hc^w murimrt-y 

^noviiiig in progression dolbrotM^, like 

^br^moe of Aelf^v, Horrid were the 

Jbowlings and cviee of the beafts and 

4bwl8 of dll kinds, wHd and tame, 

.which mtfa mingling voices^ fend forfb 

NMie oommon cry to Heaven. Men, 

*/jC»eampafs'djby the day of wrath, ftaiid 

aghsrfl, *>f«eiFkg de&th in^ 1^ impending 

^clouds, ui the agitated ground, i<n the 

•^ JEi^ing jfea. Silent j^y 'lo<^ up to 

.Heaven^ filent turn their eyes to^tjie 

dearth. .The iflmt fileoe^,^ caU^ %y 



iear is toon hrokfi- by difmal outcrks, 
tkni Jq^aking fitpplications* J& the 
cities, QiDtids prcffiogon cfoiids^ run 
iiponi iliieet to ftroet, hunted by IbnaWy 
JUki preAag through Ihe^ates^ feek At 
iafecy^ £»ai the rocks tandAountiitns. 
The eaatk «ovr tfcnUesjas tmagony, 
aM 4he hills Mdc :£com fide to ficte. ,A 
4ieadfid Aock AKceeds, and fnm .the 

and ptbces, fink intoituns^. a«d in 
4he imwtamcmy dire Jift ifhoniMids tf 

thoufand lives. 

-1 * • ft 

Suddenly « iftA, 'brdad 4« t floof , 
sdarts tfayoiq^^tfaB dieadU fgloonH ibl- 
JoKf 'd by the vaBing thmulec, mlttt h* 
ipercuffive vpac, fo idreadftd, 4hat intin 
aftoniih^d, Ateis ibeck ^widi A^- 
ohisil filenoe. The nwtertieflbls tS the 
heavens 4iow hurft, and poiir down 
*tc>rr«]fts of rain, -ever^otistBg aod*e:iN0r 
foil. The people whan tfte itrcM- 
hWdg «»th had Tpaj^d, arejihwcis'^ 
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carried away by the current. Some 
are caft on newly foraifd hills, which 
they climb, trembling and pale as 
tf rifiog from the dead ; and others, 
fa gain a 0iort refpite from death, 
and protra£t for a few moments,, a 
life encompafs^d with horrors,, ding 
to Iht trees ftiH'ftanding, though the 
waters undermine their roots. Bot 
wid» gigantic pace^ the iood oveytakes 
them, nor ceafes, ttU. as a garment, 
it covtra the land from pok to pole. 

Ah, how was the finner furpriz'd 
tn his guilt ! T y d B R, who wan- 
tonly featter'd the arrows ot death 
in Chus, had ordered Laombr^s 
generous fons, to be nati'd to a 
crofs, before their father's face ^ but 
when elated with the thoughts of 
beholding this cruel fpedacle, veil- 
^ance came on him, and the day 
of wrath, feiz'd both him, and hit 
intended vi£lims. Thefe had left thcti^ 
tpciet receiTes, when the angelic voicc^ 
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prochimM to tlie aftonifli'd earth, the 
near approach of this dreadful and im- 
portant day : They with eager zeal> 
exhorted thofe who dwelt in Hamuch. 
to turn to the LoRO^ and to fave them- 
felves by repentance from the fecond 
^tb ; but TVDOR caft them into pri- • 
' fbn, and defHn'd them to faffer mar- 
♦ tyrdom. The monarch and hir pri- 
'fonerr were Omted in death by the 
riling waters i but with this important 
difference, they were remov'd from a 
' milerable life tp the rcgibns of perma- 
nent felicity, while h€ was to fuffSr 
m the dreary regions of fad defpair^ 
ivhefe the worm never dies* * 

AsDOD was alfo prevented by the 
flood from executing his impious com* 
tnand^ ti^ throw ^Abdon to the Honk. 
Abdok laid kiA to heart the wonii ^f 
Noah, and oft*sii to the king of Ma- 
^s, ' reprcfented that the GoO, wW 
xreated mankind, and was equally the 

fyih^ o|. fjl} his 9Sspf ini;, wa^ no re- 



ipe£ter of poffons ^ tl^t beddigburi^ 
merjcy, and is iK>t pfppdtisUf&d by th^ 
blood of 4iQfer wbahpinJ^.crAaA?i';fi4- 
,lrUe» (^1 imp error. , Awof^t aA)td|b 
the fc^ml^g furg?, . i^or'd tb^ hrilp 
4)f the Gop^ wbjoj» he bgd avcjag'd : 
But bis fate was t^.^^ xjJTTya)^: 
He bad l^rde&'d ^if beAi:,t. %finft .()|e 
_^et and <geAt|f , yf)jce ^ bupr^niityy 
^d wv c;Rrr}i*^ ito^j(b^i»gjifMis..¥it|tf^ 

Tbeian4 every wk^^ jnourn'd, aad 

.1^ waiters, were tq^^'d wi^ id^ 4^« 

The meadis wbexe ijmn^ io hy^y (^> 

drefs'd in be^ jg^j^ ^Ure^; wb^e.ibe 

flowers diffus'd their fragrance, and the 

ibird« their m^hiiy i Hiet^/^iv^'i^ .and 

nil its ikemty 4y'4 noider idto dsKMi. 

.Meaii-nrhkk ihe ooQMtitkicngfg'ditMf 

|r#m the (titx^ipii icf itbd Mriyb^ & ^t 

.Sim iKitt^itf fbe fa)fs,tif 1(6 wa^eiv ^ And 

«ow iiuc&i'd i^ coufft;, Wii^ dimi- 

Aifbid ata»Q(f)tbere. 
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The AKGUiviJiNTr 

The approach of the delage in that fie^ 
aiKphere where ParadMe was plac'd> and 
the behaviour of the inbabitanti of Tha*- 
miia. The opinion* of the priefti in rela- 
tion to the conet. Oo whp had focceed-- 
td Daoon in the office of high prieft^ 
canfeta iJMcioos veiTe^ to be bnihyin which 
he retnrnt with the giaftts from perform* 
ing fome idolatrous rite»> when they hear 
die woe pronounced by the angel. The 
different eflfe£b it produces otk the minds of 
the people. Oo advifet the giants Inftant- 
ly to flore ^e veiTel with provifions, and 
fave themfelves from the approaching de- 
luge. It9 delay £Us the people with wan- 
ton mirth. ]t% approach, and progreft de- 
fcribed, with the behaviour of the people 
of T hamifta, and the dtflruAion of Oo iiv 
the (hip. The employments and refledioni> 
of Nqau's family in the arlu. 
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TH £ day replete witb ttrwr thus 
ravaged one hemifphere with an 
univerfal flood and defolation : Bvnt 
Afltir and the faiUtng groves of £de% 
the difine juftioe ^par'd tiU die UlL^ 
Relate^ O rnufe! how the ragiftg^ 
-wares fouad the opulent Thamifta, and 
ber guilty inhabitants ; tell how the 
fiorm pa&'d over NoAiit and how his 
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Heaven-plann'd veflel, rofe on the 
waives^ which deftroy'd mankind, their 
fplendid cities, and even the Paradife 
t>f Goo, once the feat of innocence. 

Thamifta, the royal refidence of the 
giants, had, fince Dagon's fall, with 
unanimous voice rais'd Og td thehier- 
archal throne,and invefted his anointed 
head, with a triple^iara. Daily fmok'd 
the altar of Deftiny, with human vic- 
tims, that hi$ goii sdlar'dby thefmell, 
.might deign to return. Meanwhile 
Noah's prediction did not fall to the 
ground ; it had lodg'd in the hearts of 
the boaftM gixntS) and ceoiU not toha- 
kmitbfm^whiteifttbrarmstQfvoluplii- 
cttfiiefsaanlblivMs idosfuM» But^MMAl 
ftUlanore dbvadfuly invaded their ialndaiy 
atfteing the <U)MC^ wctb d|i^ gmwtll^ 
advancing^ and itt wkvlng t*i), bhttliig 
tiirougklnlf khcrbtirmit. tk«lr prt^ 
bfoui^d to -dHpcl their fctrd, and Ibnte-^ 
timet MD^mfisnt^it^ ftwM'A'by tfteei^ 
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fcaiatnim df the tdthattd fiMi'dnwA iif^ 
\ij the A>Ur. beams to the higher ilegioa 
of the aiiTy where it rcnieiA'd fufpenM* 
They then reptefeitttsd it^oi the ftmg«. 
mente of a fter in the ulky WBy> 
Jocn'^ in one mafa, b«t wanttog a re« 
gnlir orbit, watidef M yOf erratic ocmiliet 
a^ut the ftarry heaveilf • At laft they 
aftrm^'d, it Hkms a floatang lahd; a celef* 

tial f^hkley'coiitaiiui^ADiiA]i^LM:tt 
and his rerrewtt'd attendants^ i«ridi 
;siifxilias7 god^^ cflfmiitg in aMvfiil flate^ 
iki therr ^flanoe, diat if fytAt^ togelic 
ipcrity -emiiiiiei to their 'FJ|>wer, Aould 
l>6Qr an doedn erf* wilter lOt^er the earthy 
they might lafae up their woifhippers, 
ahd e^rry dWciaMrty in tritiaiph* 

Tliis ftbfofd!dpcbtiation> wa^ accom* 
{lany'd by^nevT'ittesy t9 engage the pa« 
arbnage of the ruling fpir its of thePerath 
and Hidekel, ftreams efteem'd divine. 
After the model of the ftately fliip, 
forn^'d by AdraM£L£€H, for inrading 
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the tnouiitida fiom'tte air, Og caus'd 
to be built, a ve'fiei of monftrous fize, 
with many cabbins, into which, he 
himfelf went, rob'd in hi$ prieftly veft- 
ntefiits of ihining white, attended hy 
the princes of the gigantic race, in re* 
gal ftate. In this veflel, they fail'd to 
the rapid fireights,^ where the Perath 
and Hidekel, mingled their waters. 
The fliores were covered with jo- 
cund multitudes; every head was 
crown'd with a chaplet of iBowers; and 
all bad iiTu'd from the hundred gates of 
Thamifta. Here, having caft anchor, 
Og facrific'd an hecatomb of camels, 
another of elephants, and a third of 
lions, to the fpirit of the rivers. Thefc 
rites being ended, he embrac'd an 
image of the fplendid Thamifta, of caft 
gold, and of an enormous iize, then 
throwing it into the water, utter'd this 
idle invocation : 
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Rife Perath and Hldeke), ye conflu- 
cnt deities^ arife from your cryftal re- 
treats, to receive Thamifta, your bride, 
who, enamour'd^ lays herfelf down in 
your arms, protefting fidelity to you. 
She in her turn expeds. reciprocal 
truth. Ceafe not your endearments on 
your flowery (hores. 

When the image fell into the water, 
croud^ of flaves plung'd into the tranf- 
lucent ftream, and feme of thefe, in- 
ftrufted by the high pricft, aflirm'd, 
with folemn adjurations, that they faw 
^the river god, rife above the watex to 
receive his bride. 

Og returning to the temple in his 
fuperb veffel, with all. the infolenceof 
prieftly ftate, a voice of thunder de- 
nouncing woe, roird along the ferene 
||iy, and at once filenc'd their idola- 
trous joy ; for at that inftant the angpl 
•f death flew over the guilty domes of 
* Vol. U. E 
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Thamifia, vnith encr^flng roar, pro- 
claiining^ts tremendous tneifiige. 'Now 
mil trembled, ftruck with terror, the 
giants no lefs than the abjed aroud* 
Then were fecn the different eilefis 
caosM by the view of approaching 
^ath. Some of Sbth's lineage, who 
had been infected with the contagion 
of prevailing vice and error, turn'd to 
*the Loud j in fackcloth confefs'd their 
tranfgreffions ; -ftrewM dtrft on their 
heads, and with impailion'd fighs of 
' heart-ielt contrition, implored forgivc- 
tiefs t But loft among the herd of fin- 
ners, to God alone, were thefe peni- 
tents known* In vain the fages ftrove 
%Q fruftrate the predided flood, which 
raisM fuch terrors, that they now treip- 
1)Ied, at what they had before ridicuKd 
as fabulous and impoflible, while others 
^Irown'd in fenfual exf^fles, fupprefs'd 
the fear of death. Their tables ^Upe ^ 
loadeH, with delicious viands, wine 
fparkled in gold and cryftal goblets $ 
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«n flowftiy beds lliey flept in^fiated, 
iuird by the «i|uiigled ondod/ of the 
voice, the baif 4iiul Uite. AmiM ^wk 
revelry they made a jeft both of life 
and 'death ; xeprefenting that ae .cod^ 
Cfting of agreeable phantpmS) the pio- 
<duce of the Sportive brain, no fooAdt 
^embracM than gone. But Oo was 
violently agitated between doubt and 
^ewr. The 'flood after three rapid days, 
being to make its approach, he dif* 
•patch'd tmeftngers to the chief of the 
giants, RiMKoN and Gog, Pers^ 
Mammon, and Bild ad, advifing theni 
haftiiy to ftore the fliip with corn^ wine 
and cattle, and to fave themfelves in 
this veflcl, from the impending deluge. 
The giants applauded -the wifcbm, 
which, they imagined, had found an 
infatlliUe expe^ifnt, that Would prevent 
th|^ approching deftruiftkm, and in- 
mntly fdlow'd the advice he gave. 

* # 
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. Now from heaven' defcended the 
Tveniflg of the fixth day, the laft which 
-dsey imagia'd .was granted to the (in-, 
ful earth. In the night preceding thp 
-direful morn, that was expe6led to in- 
volve All (he people in the lafting fleep 
tf death, none in crouded Tj^amifii^ 
fought the refrelhinent of balmy reft. 
Gloomy anxiety, without any glimpfe 
of hope, hover'd over the Hours* Amidft 
thefe perturbations, rkes the feveatii 
" morn ; its noon came, and gave way 
to the grey ^evening, when tl^e. angel 
clos'd the ark. This day unexpecfled- 
r ly rifmg in luminous attire, and in its 
' progrefs all ferene, bfought on its wings 
the hope of life ; and with it return'd 
prefumptuous impiety, which before 
appall'd, had crept into the inmoft re- 
cefles'of their beacts, and there lay 
coirdc Then an impious vyrrelch, 
who had been iirucit vi^ith terror, with 
fcarce recover'd fpeecb> thus addrefs'A 
his companion* 
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Thou muft be fpecdy, unlefe thou 
art refolv'd to die before repentance ; 
this mighty flood, the fubjefl of fo 
much difcourfe, i will foon be at ouc 
heels, and then farewel earth and pec^t 
pie. But he ivha was charg'd . to de-** 
moliih the banks of the ocean, has 
perhaps loiter'd away his time, in fomc 
more agreeable amufement, or finds it 
more difficult than he fuppos^d. Indeed 
it is no eafy talk, to afiemblt the wa- 
ters of the fea^ and pour them oyer the 
land. What ifihis voice cannot per- 
vade the depth of the abyfs of waters, 
or they fhould refufe to rife at his com- 
mand. 

- With fneering accent, the other re- 
ply'd, The fea perhaps will not afford 
^ him water enough to cover the land and 
its mountains j and he will be oblig'd 
to vifit the moon for a fuppljr. If he 
he gone thither, we fliall not drink 
*atcj^iA haftc } .Aerefore left we thidl 

E3 
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befoie the (ea is pour'd^ out to us ; let 
us crown ourfelves with rcfesy and ex-* 
hilerate our hearts with wine; foon 
will h infpire us with refblution, and 
thus enliven'd We ihall k>ofc down wkh 
oontempt on tKefe drtams of Death ^nd 
HelL 

Thus difcoors'd the giddy fiools ; but 
hqfti alast was their wanton ridiculo 
chatig'd %6 difcDtil ouftriei^ and ikeit 
feeering looks to fad ii{amy% When 
night,, clofe following the dim evening;. 
defcended from this firmament, a fub<* 
terraoeous murmur was heard rolling 
from fouth to weft, thrice feverifli 
tremblings fhook the earth : the moun« 
tain and it lofty peaks rock'd treiau- 
lous ', the fpacious plain fwelPd into a 
hill, which burfting fent forth fulphu* 
reousfumes, while dreadful foundsroU'd: 
along the agitated air, like the conjoined 
force of a thoufand thunders. Now 
from the dK>unta dtfrupted womb $a\4 



BeexIX. NO A ¥k 79 

oolumns mUx upwards and is denfe 
ckmds fpread oyer the fable iky y, and 
flow with haHb roar, the darting ftreams 
pour from the heavens, dreadful as a 
fliower of mountanous rocks. Sooa 
was the atmofpbere fill'd with clouds 
inapellM by ragjbg whirlwinds^ clofe 
tomj^Stcd in thick confufion, and 
olacker than the night. To thpfe who 
were fecure in the ark, the fight was 
dreadful, bjut to- thofe who fto«d on the 
laad» it was the front of Qeath. Lo^ 
the loud thunder ieparates the connec*> 
ted clouds, and in floods they fall oa 
the trembling earth, disfiguring tb^ 
fields and fandy plains, with gaping 
furrows, torn up by the ragjng tor-p 
rents. Then dy'd before their births 
Derifion^ Raillery and Laughter. A 
^zzy gloom o'erckmds tb#^es^ and 
death-like palenefs^ deadens the ruddy 

. E 4 



«o N^ O A H. Book IX.* 

All Thamifta now ftand flaring with 
filcnt horror and ftupid dcfpair. On 
whom {hould they call ? On the Lord, 
whom they had rejeSed ? On Satan, 
who delights in human viAims ? Of 
on Deftiny, which is but an empty 
namie ? They ring their hands ; they 
proftratcd themfel vres on the wet earth ; 
they beat their breads. Alas, thefe 
were only abjeft lamentations, infpirM 
by fear I Whither Ihould they fly? 
Inifo the ftrccts and open places^ the 
fwelling floods pour'd in torrefnts. In 
a feftivc hall before the temple of Def- 
tiny, the floor burft, and upwards to- 
ward the fky, rofe a column of com- 
prefs^d water ; arid having reached its 
height, .fell on the city, in a rapid de- 
luge^ with a noifc. louder than the 
cxplofion of a whole battery plant- 
ed by the murderous hand of war. 
The torrents in the fields, -fuih'd 
with fuch impetuofity, that forefts^ 
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fock$ an4 houies, 'were, driven before 

•them* ' 'i 

The enfuing day, if; that mmd 
may be given to the fickly gleam, 
V^hich with difEculty pierC'd through 
the cloudy Thamifta from its battle- 
ments beheld with languid eye, tht 
view of death, and- wild defolatioil 
-ipread all around: beheld the rivevs 
which had before delightfully watet^4 
the fmiling land no# confiaM in ojxi 
wide lake, ejrtending farther than the 
^eye cdUld reach. The flood bad al*- 
ready overfpread the plain9,'ant] ^wai 
gaining the hills,- whrle man, beaft aha 
fowl, with vain efforts, lay ftruggfinj 
on^ its overwhelming furface. Where 
the rich orchards reared: their lofty 
tops J where fruitful autumn bent un- 
a*r tlie waving tar; ifihdt€''\\\c'^ifinQ 
with purple cltiflers^adorhM the: fidJl 
long hUli or tlie lofty cedar, caft its 
ItngthetfU w^ng -fliadej 'is^'^liJrtJad^ 

5 " 



N a A HI Book IX. 



general iaubdatioii, and dtown'd 
herbs, plants and flowers j the lofty 
trees and fragrant groves, with adl their 
Uooin,.and aiH tbeis odours dead, The 
aftighted birds wich feeble pinions 
flufli Ihe' thickening clouds, and fly 
fioin tree to fire^ and hill to hiU ; till 
the impetuoiis ibdrniB whirl them foand 
9od difll thetnr iki the deep. Th« 
ftitfdy dephatifr and lufty bull, treat- 
Hiag» (kim the impetuous waves, and 
fivrtnuning. nk above the fweUing furge 
inr vaia« Alas I the birds of the ait y 
the bei^ oi the fbreft and the fields 
with n^m^ the lord of the creation, 
finding^ all their efforts ineffe>dual, die 
hnmers'd even as the reptile $ all drink 
death in the water, piingled by the: c<> 
mctji with refin,, nitre and fulphur. 

Now wsi^. the city ei^coinpaT&i'd by 
the prevafKj|ig. flood,, and the luftre of 
its ftru&uces of poli^'d. marble^ aroidft 
^ tndud^ d^ep,, refembled tbo fiha 
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itodih ia ft gloomy iky* Within its 
walls, death had ihut up it« qhoiceft 
Vidim9# The waters daily rofe; daily 
the peof>l€ &w their fate apf^oaching 
nearer, and fok a Ungecii^ deaih* 
They beheld the (welling flood icNxre its 
Way into their bolted chambers, or pu^ 
file them to the lofty roof* . Some made 
the fiMmiu ot Ae pyraaiids their 
Ittfiigei an^ wMhing for death, fled ito 
approach: with btiteytft) lamentatioiM, 
they fought the fecuveft phcedy crying, 
O ye ivall3f, y€ timtt9^ fall wi^ xni 
¥e Wafers fr6m alM^ Vc watHra of 
Me aby6, cg^p '^s 1' thro' aif enmity 
c^Vef Iks I Neve^ )^ i|i( mgrn know Ufb 
ttti Kght!^B«ier the wailing^ ^ fiim 
M^, did-notartfefttheftird)ing^4QOd. 

Ih Ibe ttieali ftme, 4X0^ and bis;cdii:. 
Kienti9) «1M WiriiNlifmayy eAbaik'd in 
th0 eapoeioiiv V«flil || and ' Wiitp rfiem 
^if wives, tHcfir dtildtt^ «nd^ ilcfar 
rypecttlidriy deari thdUl^attiidft 
£ 6 
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tlic general confufion, many Wertf loft. 
Thfe firft night they pafa'd at an^ 
"chof , under the tc^allir, wkTi cbcjeficd 
Udoks, aU filent and torpid with /ear^ 
•but foon the flood carfy'd diem into 
the open countiy, how a fea. Their 
•fails were r^nt«:.thfeir 'miifts broke ; Ah^ 
veffisbnow bo:unded over thcrfwi^ning 
: waves ; it mounted up to thf^.-f^udss 
it ru(h'd down inio the d^f^ i then 
.rofit the fpQrc.of..cv^ry.:win4i Chill 
^hori/oc (etz'd the heart of Oo and. hii 
ta{IbcJA(e$^;: ai:id all their cofifKlenct 
iwamfli'd/ 'J|el|dcfs: .tlwy 'ftood apiidfk 
^hfiiftgittf 'ftprm> 'iiwW^P, thp ; rain 'm 
;torrei>l3/eH,» the thunder .r0lUng tre* 
a»i?n1l9U^.iWith aggravated. roar^ P^ingt 
lihg pealidn. p^^i(;a^4 livid lightniagi 
darting through the clouds, and bla- 
j^&g:kllh^^vffi^ _Ryjtbf[>p|lci|uifcr- 

.infe gleaagi thp.y.^tillQ<«$h i^W^ WS*4 
high on loft|r^pl^trtftivtl^ .colpj&l ftat 

tiU^i cfiGc^f^im 5^1 mucji ador'd> 

A 
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now its head ftruck off by the pointed 
lightning, and funk into the wavesi 
Stupid they gaz*d with dun^b difoiay ; 
ihcn f«nk beneath the foaming waves* 
as tp the depths of Hell ; hut rifing 
foon on -the back of the fwcUing fur^^ 
figl^iit faw :tbc trunk of their hdpiftft 
}iQh. tp which they had long offer'd 
Jiuroan viftiras, and being driven by 
^Lhe howjirtg winds, they ftruck upoij 
it, whcjpi both the fliip and the idol be^ 
ing dafti'd into a thoufand pieces, they 
funk into, the .^^epy now tbeir.waterj^ 

I </•' >. '•< .ji • if 'I . * < V 

:, ,To, tkiS] righfcous^ .w,hom God. h:^^ 
prefer v'd in thC; ark, ^P^ UJ^e^n h94 
the fkxxls iffu'd fiicrni E4^i>'s b<irftint 
fpringS'i. Mt urtbe^rdi hg J t^ M^i^j 
rtoedus n^ul-flMinTdtlW ;-ilor unrfelt iht 
Atf)$>]cf jY^icb hfa^'4 rti^ globc4 '' .V 

N Tbgy hai obferv:*«r the black cloudy 
advance, impeird by ftorms, and oytx^ 
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ipreading the darkenM land, dtfcharge 
Ihemfelves in precipitate ftreams : but 
the comet, the fource of all, was con^ 
ceaPd by the fable clouds ; and, unfeeiH 
bent its courfe, towards the path of 
Mercury, rejoicing in its efcape. Lon^ 
had the flood to rife, ere it reached that 
part of the mountain on which the ark 
was built : for it ftood on an ^min^ce^. 
the height of which exceeded that of 
the pyramids, thole mouvtailis rait'd 
iy human toil. Clofe to the itde of a 
fifing rock was it built, whofe top^ 
projecting, fenc'd the importaiit ve^l^ 
the waters from above ftreamtng over 
if, in glafly iheets. Thu^ flkltei^'d*, it 
flood fecnre from^ the i^ing winds stutf 
battering ratn. Within no light ap«- 
peskr'd, for the fmni Y cbeaf (^ myswere 
iMiercep(«d by the teeming clouifo^ 
which Mended day with nighty except 
where pendant lamps^ hanging from 
the lofty ceiKng/fap^/*the i^nce 
«f tie fun. 
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Thus fecure> they with placid tran- 
quility, attended the great troft com<- 
mkted to their care^ the prefervatioR 
6f the animal creation* Nor was it la- 
borious* • Of the cattle, fome they 
themfelves attended, others by inftin£k 
took thar proper aliment, in moderate 
quantity^ while otfieit locked up ia 
fleep> required no attendance* All fy- 
lent and gentle kept their place, while 
the ftimulations of love, in fowl and 
f>eafty were fufpended* The preciouB 
hoars this favoured family gain'd by a 
•wife ascanotny of time, they joyfully 
#ri«*d for praiie-worthy purpofes ; a»d 
i^ch mom and evening beard thefr 
grateful hymns to their gracious Df l»- 
TERBit, who* had promised to transport 
them ov«r the watery waftc^ intb a land 
that IhouW he the heritage of their de<- 
fbend^nts. i^ #ere tranquil, all re- 
fy*d on the Mtc promffe of. the Most 
RiOH ; and* nofr the teaft doubt enterM 
heattfi: Ofrthe brothers and fif* 
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ter& intercbangM their embraces^ and 
pleafing gratulations on their deliver-r 
Muoe, and prefent felicity,, then blam-' 
ing their inadequate expreflions, re* 
new*d their pious endearments. . 

Here in the ark» my dear fifters, 

<faid Thamar, we are indeed mor^ 

xlofely Cjonfin'd^ but' not more folitary 

-than in the groves of Paradife ^ forw? 

were there more forlorn, ere we knew 

our dear companions, who, though w^ 

were created for the;D, were to us un* 

knowi). Our manfif>n> 'tis true, was 

ia the moil lovely fpot of the cr^ation^ 

.^iflft flowers and plants of ,the fno^ 

flowing colours, and fweeteft odours : 

Yet thofe colours were ijianimate,. ;am^ 

^tbofe odours /peechlefs: Tbey were 

jC^^ble, indeed, of giving us. pleafure, 

ai^d fugjgefting new ideas ^ but^ not; of 

.re(:^iylng pl^afure from us* Not^pni^^ 

fitter for our company, not more \y^pfr 

.i^sial, was the focicty of tbe.ai>im^te4 



f 
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works of th^ great Creator, ; thcit 
faces are bent fo the earth, and their 
perceptions^ their faculties, far inferior 
to ours* Oh how tedious, k/ow bur-^ 
th^fome, was that folttude, when we 
felt that our tender hearts, -were form'd 
for love— *felt in our impaffion'd breads^ 
all the power of fenfibility, while pro-, 
per objects of our afie<Slion, we could 
no where fee ! Thefe we here enjoy« 
and have worthy friends who dcfove all 
that profufion of tendernefr it i^ in oui 
power to.beftow*— Qh what can bt 
Tweeter than the exertion of this tcxi'* 
dernefs ? Thus, we have here thofe of 
whom we are moft fqndj and this^^n- 
der$ the ark to us^ a little world. Noir 
are we here entirely depriv'd of Para^ 
dife : We have brought from thence, 
plenty of its fruit, fair to the eye, anj 
grateful to the tafte and fmell : For us 
they ftill diffufe their odours, and dif* 
play their beauties^ Still Kerenha- 
fuch's carnattQQ glow^^ and the only 
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plant new in blodm, blooms for U9» 
The plants which (lilt exift in dire 
deep, have h)ft all their beavty, and 
fxhal'd tkekr odours among the tur- 
Kd waters. Above all, how delight^- 
AHy does this living canvafs, form'd 
¥y fome ceteftial hand, fupply the loft 
ef the lovely flooded meade by anhntted 
tints> ai^d a thouTand ntrntM^ beauti^^ 
irllllig flrota ptilitcd light and flitdel 
Pkf9 w« fte migefe tad men^ who ap- 
fwt adive^ with wbdm^we) ifi n man- 
wr eoaverfiiy, Aid in part imdcrftand 
tbek meaniog. 

In the mean lime the days pais 'd 
itNtr^ if that name be due to a faint 
twilight, facceeding the darknefs of 
night. The flood contihu'd to rife j 
the ark floated ; and the lower cliflk of 
the mountains finking, the whole waa 
rtduc'd to a plain. The defliruftion 
continuM forty days, during which a 
continual torrent M from the cloudK 
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At length the vlol^iice of tbefe Mt 
rains ceasM, fertnity gradually fpread 
through the lefs agitated air, and the 
rcfplendcnf rays of the fon play'd on 
the glittering deep. The' ark then 
ft^ated along the liquid plain. How 
aftonifh^d were Noah's offspring at fee- 
ing the watery wafte ; an iinmenfe fea 
without a fliore^ bounded^ only by the 
^ilt'ant (ky ! Ama^'d they gan'd around* 
Tbenco)le6dng their fcatttr'd thoughts, 
coniider'd all before them as the wid^ 
fieM of carnage, iil which deaelf fkt 
triumphant} as the defolation of tho 
whole earth j the extinftion of every 
^ecies that lay dead in the waters, 
efpecially of the human, formed by tht 
Creator half terreftrial, and half di- 
vine ; now at once furpriz'd by death 
in the midft of their fins, the aged and 
the young, the children and their fa- 
ther, the mother and the bride, all 
oVefflow'd and mingled in one common 
grave. They now fxw tbiit all hopes. 
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o^ retrieving this* amazing cbafin* m 
the creation ) reded only on the few 
beings inclos'd in the arlc Not th^ 
))and of death itfdf could have 
ilruck Noah and bis ^ns^ witb greater 
iiorror than this fpc^Jiaclcr , But r^ 
collection foon brougbc to their minds 
the idea that the juftice of the Eter- 
>IAL bad been guided by infinite wif* 
dom and goodnefs in this deiblation ^ 
and had gracioufly decreed their ex- 
.emption frpm th^ general flaughte^« 
Yet pity and commifcration gently 
feiz'd their beartS) and their minds 
jfympathiz'd in the fufFerings of the 
drown'd, 

Now the emotions wh ich fwell'd theif 
breafts diflblv'd in agulh of tears, and even 
Noah's refi^n'd virtue, was feen to weep. 
Ham, of firm and fteady mind, whofc 
pbeeks were hardly ever wet with thofc 
gentle kindly drops, now wept like the 
tender Thamar : he ftrove in vain tp 
rellrain his tears, and not being able to 
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keep* them back, cndeavourM to con- 
t^eal them with his hand. His father 
^oncern'd at beholdhig his inward con>- 
tiiGt^ caird him to him, and thus ad« 
ilrefs'd the filent youth. 

' Oh be not aiham'd, faid he, of thefe 
' tender emotions ; cHeck not the gene* 

-n>u8 flow— their fource U deriv'd from 
the Creator . Men at their birth, He 
who is goodnefs itfelf, bound to each 

'•other by bands '^ Idve, and united by 
the tender fympathies of humanity and 
friendfhip. Art thou then for breaking 

. the hand which unites man to man, that 
thou and thine offspring centering all 

- their affedioas in themlelves^ may not 
mourn a calamity, in which they are 
not Involved i no, difcardtbeungenerous 
thought ; the feirow felt at the woes 6f 
Wur feUow creatu^a, is not fo jnfu^- 

' portable, that to avoid it, thou ftouldft 

' t^r in funder the gentte bands 6f na- 

\ tore, Ob, it betrays a mlhd too fel^ 
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«nd unfeeling to (hriok &om die (oft 
-f^n of human fympathy I The diflja- 
^uiihing exceUenc^ of a{;reat inindj^ii 
univerfal benevoknce, and the .mcift 
exquifite fenfatioos flow from die cos- 
fideration, that man was created for 
man; and ,h^nce Che. all-gcaoiouis Cre- 
ator, has mingkd the^nnoft eavft&tug 
fweetnofty with the gcmle ^teaisstofjhia* 
manity* 

Thus ^1 vmpt and jumhile MhilgUl 
the blefsM relief of licaqi. Thea HiM 
replyMy Hpw<dai3k>iiiidiiatru9iteiaie.the 
ways lof thetJUcAP'l >ag)B lanjl ^toidh, 
mfith the Jutrden'id Aave cto Jkif Ml 
equaUyi pMogted miA «be|;ttBilQ6' (in- 
fant, in ^ne-^cMOmott *JuUn« HfiW'^- 
v^e 4Q«S;lhi9 .feeai>t)» M«i» sdM) Jiikh 
jwfak^ye». pcies iata-ihd drtp^ioCiPiCo- 
vidf^c^, .which ;iM!0 :£> p«oIm«^ Aat 
nothing ^i^.he idifiieiii'd. Cddfoufid- 
^ ^9Mid MtftVd> we.aekliQfrtQdge d^e 
J^$.H^n^0Sy atoing Jhat j^i^e 
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which cannot err, and is always con- 
4uded by wifdom and goodaefs: 

NpAH anfwer'dr Doft thou Ham ' 
think it fevere that puni^mcnt con- 
founds youth and age, innocence and 
guilt? Perhaps a thoufand virtuous 
pcrfons have not pcrifh'd— Perilh'd do I 
fay ? I ought rather to have faid, kind- 
ly reiiev'd from the miferies of life, 
from the fnares, the perfecutions and 
terrors of a wicked world, and plac'd in 
a ftate where finners can no longer tor^ 
ment, and where all is endlefs peace 
and unutterable joy. As to the in- 
fants, happy are thpy in being deli- 
ver'd from the -examples of their pa- 
., rents. In that theatre, -which Gca> 
fills with His infinitude, there are innu- 
meiable worlds, where thofc nmy cn- 
}oy a .blifeful eternity^ who ^early.quit 
this moftal life before they hire attained 
mature virtue, or by the accidents and 
calamities common to man, have lin^ 
gerM out a tedious length of years in 
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zfflidtion and diftrefs. This world, O 
my Ton, affords not the proper rewards 
of virtue ; thefe will be difpens'd with a 
liberal hand, in a better world. There 
is what nothing on earth can give, or 
can deftroy, fun-fhine in the foul, 
tranquility and joy moft rapturous and 
fublime ! 

Thus fpake Noah, and thus many 
ages later, thought the bard who rang'd 
o'er all the fcenes of man. Oft on 
wings of fire, he foar'd towards Heaven, 
and explored the wonders of Divine 
Providence. Be not ^urpriz'd, O Pope 
and Young, ye glories of an ifland 
rich in genius, that Noah and Sipha, 
ihould think and fpeak like you> from 
the fame avenues to truth, they were 
not excluded ; for to them alfo the 
fource of truth was open, and where ye 
drew, they likewife drew the clear cc- 
leili;^ ftream. 

Thx End of the Ninth Book. 
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The Argument. 

The deftruftioD of the fi(hes. The an- 
gel of death conveys the fouls of iinners to 
one of the moons v^ieh Enlightens a planet 
of immenfe magnitude. The fouls of the 
infants are condudled to the fun, and the 
penitents to Heaven. Noah is vifiCed by 
RhTHMMi4 w^'|ive^^jn| 9'^o«tttof 
fome of thofe happy fouls he had been con- 
ducting to Heaven, but leaves him to fa- 
tisfy the doubts of Lamech, who has de- 
scended to the fun, and in vain endeavours 
to difcover the earth. Lambch there dif-' 
courfes with the fpirit of his youngefl child 
who died in his infancy. He is joined by 
Raphael who anfwers his doubts, and 
thai leturning m Noah, in&rms him •f 
theptrfon Lamfch had feen: Noah is 
enraptured at his difcouife. Lambch re- 
turning to Heaven, fees in a fmall moon 
myriads of fpirits, one of whom he awake s» 
and obliges him to ttll his hiftory, and 
then returns to Heaven. The comet agaia 
approaches the eartti with a fre(l) deluge 
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IMAGINATION, fiftcr of the 
mufe, cretition^s intimate affiliate, 
when thou fitteft btooding, from thj^ 
warm influence, mingled forms iM^ife^ 
fiirrouhding thee their mother, and fol- 
lowing where thou leadft the waj^f 
whether into thine own land, the re- 
gion of folitary filence ; or the lovely 
grove, dedicated to contemplation 

Fa 
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fwcct. Then hill and vale fwarm 
with airy ihapes : Heaven to thee dif- 
plays her flaming feraphs, and from the 
infernal abyfs, fell monfters rife. Oh 
to me unfold thy creative power ! yet 
i^ot' luiHcientils it for tkee to produce 
thine airy band, nor for them to hover 
round me in jiumbers tumultuous, if 
the mufe obferves not with intelligent 
eye, and with ailiduous care, does not 
feleil thy choiceft offspring. 

Bcafts, birds and infers, deftroy'd 
by one blow, ftopp'd not the greedy 
jaws of Death, who hafted to the deep 
to gratify his infatiate appetite on the 
finny race, and multitudes who liv'd in 
water, .dy'd in the foaming waves. 
Some peri(h*d in the flime, entangled 
^s ip nets, lience their teeth, their 
Tjofies, their (keletons, are found in the 
^aky idate, or bury*d in lands, far dif- 
tant from the {horc. Others efcap'd 
not Che concuffions that tore up the 
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bottom of the watery d€ep; or 
were dafb'd in pieces in the eddies of 
circutnvolving whirlpools. For, by 
the Crhator's order, no more efcap'd 
than iuffic'd to renew the feveral fpecies. 
Then in vain, the enormous whale^ 
Ipouted ftreams into the ambient air ; in 
vain laihing the foaming flood, he rais'd 
mountainotts waves i his ample fins^ 
and fpireading tail, could na relief a& 
ford» Noah's family faw bis convul- 
five throw»» and beheld liis ftnigglea 
with death, till fpent he turti^d lifelefi 
on his back. 

4 

Now the floating receptacfe of mian 
jwam under the vault of the northern 
iicy. The atmofphere was ferene, and 
the deep being only movM by a gentle 
gale, a long furrow ftrew'd with glitter* 
iog light mark'd its track. FHhes of 
ftrange appearance arm'd with fwords, 
rofe to the furface of the deep; and 
Others with extended fins flew in the 

Fa 
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gif to avoid tht criAing fall of the hillty 
ivhich frequently cov^'d the feaaroitN 
\i7itb circling cddi^» afl4 boiling foam* 
i)omc of tb^ fifli 1^ above the waita:, 
^d fpgrtive play'd about the ark^ as if 
to attract the eye of «ian» atui feUicit 
)iis regard. Several of thefe the vtmmtn 
would have favM; but the ark was 
(^loi'd by the feal vf Gai>> ioii bo in«f 
biU^itanl of tht jfea ^waatomtcr «|eiie» 

' Wbflftever; fiiid Noaii» it qppeinted 
Ibr life>. tbifi:A(iating. manfum already 
contains ; and however thefaUiogeattb 
and waters be intermix*d, or whatever 
dangers Ae fiOiea fufSsr from tibe falling 
rocks, theDELivfiBKR will direAfuch 
H^imbers to their fecure abodes, that the 
lives of many (hall be fpv'd^ and when 
the litnits of .the land and £ta {ball be 
again detertaini'd, neither fea nor rivtr 
iball want its inhabitants. 
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In the cdnfbte* tf the ftarry flcyi 
where oW Night and- Chaos ftrangcrs fo 
Aeereative word^ inteflairt j-dar, b a 
folitarf moon, of fcven moons the moft 
remote ; thefe roll roimd a p*anct cX 
nagnitude immenfe, on which the fah 
fhmes with hngvKf beams. To thi« 
moon flew the angel of death, and with 
him, the difembody'd fouls of fimiers, 
where alighttng, they covered the whofe 
fiirface with k pateCimeriafn gloom. As 
in weftern Thule, ffighti of emigrant 
birds, innumerable fteer through the 
pathlefe air, their Creator their uner- 
tmg guide, and clapping their wings, 
alight, covering the rocks and moun- 
tains, where they eredl their tranfitory 
domains : Th« flew thefe wan <^ec- 
tres, and thus clapped their foundmg 
wings. But while they lay amidft thb 
henumbmg froft, this fentence is thun- 
dered forth. Ye fptrks impm^, fcaH 
lie if! the Step of death,' white thfe 
cartii fhaH laA, tHI the mighty tfumpet 

F4 
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flull aws^ke you to a iecond judgment. 
Then the angel of death, ftriking them 
ivith bis ebon wand,, they funk dowm 
How unlike this, was the fate of thofe 
ibu]s who had newiy. enter'd their in- 
fant bodies, and whom the flood ftir- 
priz'dere they were ripen 'd into thought! 
Thefe the angel bore into the luminous 
aones of the fun, and there open'd to 
their raviOi'd view, cf leftial knowledge, 
and heavenly love. But far above tbc 
.terreftrial fun Raphael carry'd thofe^ 
who mature in underftanding, at the 
^firft appearance of the deluge, had 
turn'd to God, and on whom he had 
deign'd to fmile. 

Veiled in crimfon, adorned with 

» 

ftreams of light, pafs'd fifteen genial 
days, brightening the fields of liquid 
air, and difFufing frefh fpirits into the 
men, beafts and birds in the ark* This 
was the gracious Creator's will, and 
of this they had need ; for foon were 
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the loaded clouds again filfd, foon <fid 
they darken the azure flcy, and fboa 
were tempefts again to rend the air ; 
for the comet with a fwifter motion thaa 

V 

that of the moon, haftening through 
the folar region, feem*d leavmg the 
heavens, when on' reaching the con« 
ftellation Aries, it fuddenly ' turn'd, 
and with equal velocity hafted back to 
the (paces on this fide the fun. Ifnow 
approach'd the earth, its diflc and fiery 
tailf increafingy. thrtbten^d the gloW 
with new oceans'. Not without apprc-i 
Jlenfions, yet with tranquil rdiance c^ 
their Divine PitoTictoR,: who SUI 
hitherto coverM them, mth his a)^ 
nighty wings, Noah and his family} 
keheld the dreadful fight. > ^ 



* 



i^ fOVer tliei ark, hoveled thi^ benevdJit 
knt Raphael in aceleftial pavilibn'of 
ethereal clouds; of web invifible, and 
fcr human eyes too fine.^' On tHfs pa* 
viUon fell no* rain, imtF inmroVeable 

rj 
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^midft the boiAeroua ftor^s, a celeftUl 
j^fiijdgexice excluded all dafkaeCsu Oft 
did he entq: the ark^ and ftaad vifihle 
Wore Nq Aii^ in the apartmeat ta which 
|bie retU'4 tX noqn. Shrouded by the 
darkaeJ^ of an human foi:tn>. he thus 
fat, by Qi^r fathei:9..h0uoui:ing hioa with 
aAgeliq cofwerC;. Thea foarM S0^ uy 
^ Ihe ; Ipw^ thoughts o£ an^eU, a^d 
the angel deC^Jtpded ta huoun fiihU* 
Itutjr. Hiapxeicnce waa not coxxceal'd 

Ifpov NpAH>,:i;w»yyi Pft did th^ 
^uear theoinelody of bia voice; afioen 
^ tl^y Pi^rfiQiHe^ hi« )9C^& henigu ^ but 
fCjftraiH'd by ^f cd %w% i^itiMV ftood at:a 
4|fta0qf, <v, pHifiy^'di tbw" daily ocett^ 
li^tjoi]^, llvdi^ibuitioA provifittna to tdM 
antmala comm^$ed|tci iMii <^vm ot is 
waihing thofe in large vefTels, who di- 
uide t^i|{ liKfi^i Jb«fw^» t]M^.4aiididQd 

* 

RAWii4kn naw ca«i^ avay^d io dMl 

bAcc a£ ^ w^niflg, to NaMi,^ wlw 
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vTdfd in ibe foom adorn'd widi prophcw 
t)c primings, wkere he was pr^ng to - 
tfrst Pdvif^r, wfio hdd ^ilx kiw % hoxsft 
aft the floods. Tk« aiigcl Ikood in re« 
yfltttntM filenrey till NcUiv ftmfe kcm 
ItiB kn^csf and then iat doim on a 
ftj^a bf bt« fi^. Needlefe wkiuU it 
b^^ berri for bini «<>• bane dkik'^hit at«> 
Unti^ Id hi$ dif Ji^ftrfe. 

This moi^ihg5 O MivAn, fitid li^ 
I i^uim^d fi6m the cippymM), wittr^i 
JtK^tfAti)!^ eroded h»rfb«Mt. R»». 
pid ^a9 my fli^^ tl:^^ the arit nugMi 
xnot km$ he Itfft at&hev th#«rgh domgt 
thy abfenfce^ fbe omfl'^poteiit eye of 
Ooh was trpoit it. In pri^ceeiing fW** 
tier, 1, 6y theDiyiti^ cdmrnaii^ oow^ 
dtfcSeti <o the affemWy ef Ae6tb(er»1ii^ 
the hfgtteft Htiatv^eiTs;;ffc^felbftife^wh*'irf 
« worH of pralligiLtt fffinJei^, TeVerAii<f* 
the Most HldH^ and pterfever'rf In ifc^^i 
praAice of ^fhr^, for oif lh€Wi h« Md^ 
graciottfl^ fodb'^'doWn^andf fiiMi Ihcbh 

F6 
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tufn'd not his face, though he permitted 
them to be involv'd with finnefs, m 
the deftfoyiAg flood. Virtue cannot 
deliver from the ftroke of death \ but 
kig^r rewards await her, than earth 
can. beftow. A multitude, obfcufo 
and unknown^ but precious in the eye 
of Goo, and by him alone obferv'd, 
colle£led from all regions, afiembled 
about me from the deep, where they 
1^. been detained by the body, and 
fleepifig were foeiac'd with beatific kJ- 
fions. .Amongft them were fome of 
the defctndants of Seth, whofe con^ 
leiences afwaken'd by the red comet's 
fiery bkze, reviv'4 in their minds the 
almoft eSac'd ideas of virtue, and of 
the RfiDB^MSR, who (hould cruih ths 
headof t)ie ferpent, and looking up to 
QoP94)a.d wi^^vdeep contrition and fin.- 
cerity of heart, implored pacdoii and 
Uiumination. Others, a nobler bind» 
who \a^9S&x'i^ no vi£Ums to the infer-. 
xaJL .wimwl^d who b^id not acknov* 



) 

1 
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tedg'4 a blind Dcftiny, nor bowM the 
l^neeto idols; who, inftead of bejng 
Haves to appetite, were uomov'd by the 
examples of the wicked, and faithful to* 
the Lord their Maker ; their chief 
care being to approve themfelves ta the 
MqsT High : They had brayely borne, 
for the ca,ufe of truth, the. mockery o^ 
the giddy people,, and the implacable; 
hatred of the idolatrous priefts^ Among 
my charge, I difcover'd and embrac'd 
L A o-M E ji and his worthy , fons^ 
who \yill iio longer feel the perfecutor's 
rage, and fpr whom ait referv'd crowns 
of everlafting gk>ry. At the head of 
this fele<9: band, I gently flew, whik 
they followed me, without wearinefs^ 
and ibme I took on ^ my proteAing 

Jfext tp thpfe flew with vigorousL 
wing feveral refin'd fouls j Thiuza, a 
poof laborious widow, who fpent hei 
U((^ W^t^. imwopenc^ and. purity. ^ 



\ 
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was fiitAis aprigbt and re&gvi^d i She^ 
fiiWtfted by Spinning, wdgVa^ the yatfw 
flie deliver^ with hiineft care, ttnd fhe 
mean reward ol Im* iftduftrj, fhtfr^d 
among her fix cbildfen. 

♦ 

Hasem feern'd boin for EiiJtA, her 
iftcKnatron to virtue, and htt taftc* Aw* 
mottrl beauty, prtmMs'd him gjddert 
^ys, but to another fhe had given her 
hand. His love v^as therefore dan* 
gerods to virtue^ and in a diflblu^ 
ao;e, when inveftea with power to ac- 
complifh his wimes, he bravely re- 
folvM to fee her no more ; and thus by 
st generous effort, delivered his (bulf 
from perdition. 

Eliphas had been entrufted hj th6 
dying Sychem with three tbouiand 
ptetes 0f gold, which h^ was to defiver 
tt> He£im. No wftncfswad prtfent; 
no acknowledgement given ; and ffE-^ 
iiM befide^ being immeAfcIy licl^ aiiTd^ 
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extremely voluptuous was his invete* 
rate enemy. £liphas Ubo|ur*4 under ejc<*> 
treme indigence, and that Aim would 
havftbeentheroufceof earthly proi^e- 
litjr^ whUct bis appropriating it to Ins 
own ufey muft t» maa hetre rdmain'd 4 
fficsBty y^t lErmiAs confiMng in tb* 
pMm<kiice^ of th# Most Hiopy, de)r« 
Te«^4 the entmfted fum to Helikt, ^nd 
comlnu'd to eai the bread of care ; fet 
na Hiftreft cimld ihake his inflexible 
p«)bity. 

^^ALiwaw, a flave in the bloom olF 
ytrtrtb, eagerly fi)urn*d the kiffes obi 
tnrdet! on bfm by lips breMhing the 
fikgrance of ^ng. He bridled hii 
ovni warm defires, from obedience to 
the commands of bis CreXtoH, ah A 
Ms f evfercnce for the marriage bed of ^ 
tyrannic mafter. Thrice had he broke 
from her wanton arms, till bound iri 
chains, fhe forc'd him to receive hc^ 
dangerous embraces, when the fw tiling 
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"ftirgc breaking' in upon them. He re* 
jaic'd in his^eliveraBce.. 

Helaz and Ada faw their moft 
amiablie fon, who was fuckled by the 
bteaft of virtue,, expke.i. Suah was 
like a youAgtfee, planted by the.purU 
iog brook, vf\ko{^ bratfehes fpread over 
fihe water. His bk)om o£ life, pro-t 

iduc'd the fruit of agct,. and in him 
breath'd the Di^ne Spirit*. Theyhop*d 
that bis years would have be^n pro- 
long'd till the coming of the Messiah, 
that he might attend and ferve him ; 
but death laid low. this new blown 
flower* While they were lamenting 
him, the fluices of the abyfs wem 
open'd, anid embracing each other^ they, 
i with pleas'd ferenity^ receiv'd the flood,, 
rejoicing that they (hould afce/id to the 
legions of light^ m4 join their beloved 
foo« 
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, The ho4>iubIe SoBAC had expended 
lialf hb fubftance in the generous ofEcee 
,of hiunanUy< In the Jonely Jarlcnefe 
.^f th«( nigbjt,. and wbeit the piercing 
eaft wind bhw^ he receiv'd* and enter- 
:^in'd the ftrftiiger, ,Th« neceffitous 
vifUed SoBA€, and went away rejoio 
ing. At kngtb wretches in the diC- 
^ife of,fOVeFty», ir^bb'd hint of t^ 
x>ther half.^. iNot^ a fmgle copiplaint 
jeicap'd him*^: Rido&tboe earthly load^ 
faid be^ my foul fhall foaf with lighter 
wings : I am only concernM <that the 
food of the indigent and the Aranger, is 
taken from me. Ma^r the Mosii^ Hi&if, 
whom^ with grateful tleart, I will ev^ 
adore, take me to himfelf, fmce my 
bufinefs in life is now over, and my 
ofece of giving relief to others is ex- 
pired, SoBAC then perceived the rifing 
flood, and joyfully welcomed itsap* 
proacb» : 
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Iiui had tw6 brofiier s lorn of her 
oiodver, the daughter of Jar Azr. AH 
three had one heart, ihat giowM ivMt 
the hope of the iaivation t^ ht Kccoffif- 
plHh'd hj the feed of the w6taiftn. Tbe 
brothers lay chain'd ift prifen with 
robbers: They were fentencM to br 
burnt by the confuaiing flames^ for 
their magnanimity in boldly kcknow^ 
ie^Uigy before the afliembled woi^ifK 
per^of Oichusy- dieir £aith in the pro* 
mWd' SAViQUity and execratiidg Sa^ 
TAN and AiuiAMiL«CH» They taught 
the robbers to know the conqueror of 
Satan, and whi^D praifisig Gop 
Wfre delivered by the waters of the 
deluge* 

Abdon one of the people who, in 
Mafis bad bound thee, O Noah, had 
at the; menace, of the thajcatiening comet, 
refle(Sled on thine admonitions, juidvbe- 
coming fenfible of his fins, humbled 
himfelf before the Almighty, and 
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l^reachM the approaching judgment. 
He bravely uttcrM the truth even be- 
fore AsixxD, dcclafing that the mur- 
derous fword, and the anguifli of tor- 
ture can never inftrucft the underftand*- 
ing — never lead to 'piety aind virtue— r 
ncver be agreeable to that gracious Be- 
ing who delights in mercy. Asdod 
hearxi him and Was enragM ) he caus*A 
liim to ht feftded AHriA irons 3 he coft- 
lin'd Mtn in prrfon, and otdetM that he 
fiiouM be thrown to the lions ; but the 
floods came and overwhelmed both the 
martyr and the tyrant. 

HtrsAK received an injury, but the per- 
fon who injur'd him that night met with 
afflidlion, andthe nextday HusAN fent 
him relief. His delight was to forgive. 
He fubdu'd the envious by bis le- 
nity, and evil-doers by bis kindneft. 
The wife of Husan lay bound with 
the cords of ignorance ; (he was good 
when the tranquil blood enforc'd good- 
nefs, and like a tame beaft, was mild 



/ 
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and gentle thro' weaknefs. But Hu- 
san's foul, triumphant flretch*d its 
j)inions« He di(bover'd that virtue 
beings founded on beauty and baWon;;^ 
13 endu'd with atira^iye charms. Thus 
was hki virtue built on knowledge, and 
hU liberality flbwUfrom refledton. In 
the filent hour of meditation would he 
cry, Hqw fweet, O virtue, are thine 
engaging ' beauties I I am eaamour'4 
^ith thine excellence, and my delights 
ar« thofe of the Suprxmx Source or* 
Goodness. This already pours a fet<- 
tlcd complacency over my mind.— -But 
what an infinite fund of felicity muft 
be contaii^'d^ixi the knowledge of- that 
^rcat Being whp is^ the uncreated 
Fountain of order,, beauty and har- 
mony, and of the wifdom vifible in all 
His various works ! in thy refulgence 
O fun ! in thy flowery bofom O earth ! 
But from all my enquiries, fuch know- 
ledge is precluded. Oh that I was ac- 
quainted wjth the comprehenfive pow- 
ers of the human mind, and all thc^ 
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trarious orders of beings that fill up that 
itnmenfe diftance between God and mel 
How much is my knowledge confinM 
to the fons of the duft ? How much 
am I a ftranger to 4he ways of the 
Most. Hich^ ^nd His dealings with 
mankind ? Tho' to my iever-attentive 
ear, there Is no found in the creation 
thlt does not fpeak of God; my eyes 
which receive Hfs liglit, and range 
through the earth and fky, every where 
fee fomething of Him. Oh how I fear 
fome fatal offence has inducM Him to 
turn His face from man; He hides 
Himfelf, and we grope in dailcnefs. But 
when my foul fhall fliake off this en- 
cumbring flefli, I fhall furely fee and 
know Him better : His bright irradia- 
tions will then difperfe the douds of 
. ignorance and folly that now hover 

' Tjound me, and I (hall then be taught 

to worfhip and adore Him as I ought. 
Thefe were his pleafing hopes, when 
the rifing flood delivered him from his 
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koufe of d&y^ and now he Irvof in tbe 
bld3*A region, where pure knowle^g^ 
flows in upon him in, a per^oituat 
ftrean, uki where enraptur'd^ ht enjoja 
tbe beatitic viftom. 

With this precious charge, and other 
noble minds, I proceeded to the Hea- 
ven of Heavens, and there having ar- 
ray'd them in glory,. condu£led them 
to the embraces of Ajdam. LXmech 
thy father was not among the other pa* 
triarchs then with the futbtr of men* 
He had long enteruin'd a defire to vidt 
this globe^ that he might fee the delivc* 
ranee of th^e bis Ton* This Lai^ecu 
communicated to Auam» who oiii this 
account befought the LoJtD, and in 
the divine look^ botk. faw bis permiffi^ 
on. Lamecu bad therefore iiet out a- 
lone, taking bis way through tbe.{brry 
heavens. His flight exceeds tbtt of the 
wing'd lightening, bat is fefe (wift than 
th^t of the a»£^| which keeps pace 
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-with ttMo-fuobcaau. I have fe«a hioi 
in^his w^y tbrough the fliU wilda o£ 
etbier, betweei^ funs lonHUierabk, with 
t^eir attendant worldj : a fight iliyen* 
dQuily mdgu'i&qcsxt I Knowing the ii%*d 
^^i which enlij^t^s this eartJi^ h« 
with .unw;eary'd nyiingSa hjiAd^ to tt^ 
and geiuly^hoyeiing|.al^ht$ at iUriel's 
reildencc, Tha^ an^ is. u^t nowv^ there ; 
but. is gene wkh an angelic tiratn that 
jule over the iun> and the regipos with- 
in its orbit) to the oppofite fide of that 
luminous body, ojn^aqocHHit^f ^aear 
aj){|rOad^ of the «opa«t. Th^ oeleftial 
^if i^ alio inftrf (^ ti^ ioMls which st^ 
iort thither, in bodies nafc ferm'tf laf tb« 
duft, but all ia ei&ntial Wt$uty dtfaib'd.9 
thdj; fubft9^c;<& ^ot^erwpvcn tigl^ b^ 

and %ed: to, be^^b^ fol|ulftia^.;jid#« 
jwrin^an ti^at U|^t t^ huoMttkiejNi iafutiM 
portable ; whik^thty .f«fi and filcl what 
cfcapes thy grofler fenfes. Lamech 
now ftands on a towery converfiog with 
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the inhabitants of the fiin, ITkiel's 
friends, and thence looks downon the fo- 
hrfyftem, fees the path where rolls the 
abode of man, beyond the circle of 
Phofphorus, to this earth the harbinger 
of day; fees aifo the Moon's fihrer 
diflc, yet in vain feeks the earth, which, 
is obfcur'd. .1" perceive him dart- 
ing his eye at<ound, I muft therefore 
leave thee to remove his folicitude, 
and inform htm of thy prefervation* 

Raphael then afcended towards the 
Ian, where the radhint inhabitants 
ftood converfing with Lamech, who 
tppear'd vifiHc amidft the radiant 
brightnefs, though he had veiled his 
oeleftial eiFi}lgence as too ftrong, even 
£br the fight of the inhabitants of that 
planet, who liften'd to his words; 
while he related to them the fate of 
the earth and its inhabitants. 
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Lamech having given them this ac« 
count, one of the bright fpirits reply'd^ 
As the earth is the third of thoie globes ' 
that revolve round the fun, we fre- 
quently fend down a look thither, fol- 
lowing the light tranfmitted from this 
ftar. We lately faw the comet fur- 
rounded with denfe clouds, approach 
that orb, to pour the impending deluges 
Under it faded the beautiful appearance 
of the variegated earth, and death ftalk'd 
over hill and dale. By this event, the 
fun is a lofer, as well as that its attend- 
ant world, accuftom'd to behold its 
light : it fufiers a lofs of new inhabit 
tants, which thence reforted to it, as 
from the other five opake worlds, whofc '' 
track is round this radiant orb« Thofe 
fouls whofe union with the body, was 
diflblv'd, before reafon could exerts its 
power, were by their guardian angels 
brought up hither, where they were 
invefted with bodies of light, and en* 

Vol. II. G 
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gigM in ciftpleyiiieiiii adaqi^ed to the 
difcovery 6f the iKtmiraMd wifdom d'A- 
fdfty'd ih the Works -of the CitBAtoR^ 
Thus no finall nnniiber of the infaabi* 
tiufts of the fun have left tiieir gwiHjrfr* 
riitrs^m eardi, wliere they 1v«re pl«ing*4 
in vice. The laft cokmy that caiii^» 
left their earthly bodies under the fWi^ 
«rlnch now> on every Itde^ bncool*- 
paffirs the globe^and thefe wer6 ataioft 
tiumerous iioft. Their cfonduAorst^lat*' 
«d of their parents a^ons %noft ^fcked^ 
fhoft horrible, and ftich as could only 
be eonrinitted by diofe who had ftook 
off humanity, and ever groVell'd in the 
dufl. Theft have reused the Chea- 
t'Oii's wrath, and ktndltd anger ki that 
fkc%, where love *nd mtocy fit en-- 
thrbn'd. Yet pity hbs -chfeckM his «n^ 
ger, and that the whofe race might ttdt 
bt ddlrt>yM, He has prefcrv'd one Tami^ 
4y, 'that of N6ah, LAMfEfM's fon, <X 
««TH'« and Enoch's Hneage. Oh how 
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was i ravilhM at the tydings of my 
brother Noah^s preferVationI I was 
^ born on e^rtji, I JivM in a body of duft> 
Noah's troth^r, and Lamech*s fon, 
of thirty the youngeft. Noah, the firft- 
born, God only fcrmitted to grow up 
to maturUy j me and my brothers, the 
angel of death j^luckM grcca from the 
ftem, the bloflbm fcarcc difclos'd. 

Thus fpake the lucent form, whem . 
tAMECH haftily anfwer*d. Art thou / 
Mich a, my youngeft child I— My Mi- 
CHA, of whom I had fuch hopes— whom 
in thine opening bloom> which pro- 
mised the faircft fruits, -death fnatch'd 
away ? And is that denfe earthly frame A 
1-eplac'd by this fair luminous form ? 
^ Mow irrational were iny lamentations 
for thine early death ! O my ibi^ 
let thy h^jpy father's arms receive 
thee, 

G 2 
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Mi c h a enraptur'd funk on La- 
mech's bofom : He embrac'd not an 
airy form > for L^amech had invefted 
the radiancy of his celeftial light^ with 
beams more compa£^. 

In the mean while Raphael with 
^expanded wings alighted on the battle- 
ments of Uriel's refidence, and La- 
i^ECH inftantly knowing him, ap- 
proached with reverential .obeilknce, 
while the inhabitants of the fun, re- 
fpeftfully withdrew. O RaphaelJ 
faid he, one of the principal meflen- 
gers who carries the commands of the 
Most High* to the earth, who viCteft 
it with benign joy, to make known to 
mortal man the ways of the Lord, 
aufpicious is the hour, which. brings 
thee here to me. Thou wilt condu£l my 
folitary flight to the abode of man, 
which after a long feardi, I cannot 
find. Alas, how fhould li I hear the 
night of death hath wrapped it up jm 
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iiades that lie expended over it, foim- 
iiig a gloom impenetrabic to thq fight. 
In the track where that globe us'd to 
roll, I fee the filver moon purfuing its 
courfe, near a fable fpot. Is that fpot 
the afiode of man ? Tell me what has. 
befallen it, and whither is Noah con- 
vey'd > for I know he is committed ta 
thy prote&ion. 

Raphael rcply*d, I am not come 
here without dcfign : From yonder ob- 
fcur'd earth, I faw thee with uncertain 
ftcp, and folicitous look, wandering on 
the battlements. Thou feeft on the 
darkened ball a point fomcwhat lumi- 
nous^ that point of light is refleiled 
from a veflel, built after t model 
God himfelf fent to Noah, and ftill 
floats fafe on the fwelling deep. With- 
in that fmall receptacle, are contained 
Ibme of every fpecies of animals ; all 
athcrs have perifhM in the univerfal 

G3 
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HiundatioiT, rait'd from tfte cffambers 
of the dtepy and eiKre^s'd by the w^ 
fers of a cotn«i. Twke w^tf it ^otiie 
Id ravage its bdr(kr$) and fpread nen^ 
#ceand on the terrdRiat hatl. Many 
days of impcttfous rain the a A has al- 
ready ftfflaiii'd^ and few hare aflbrded 
cheating light : days wh6fe wings bend 
under winds and ftorms; yet the float- 
ing ark fhall they not hurt. I will 
prefetve It. I will diftft fts eotrrfc in 
fafety, through tempers, darkneft and 
the tumultttotts deepw Sometimes with 
di^rkenM witig», I hover about it in« 
viflbte. Sometimes I (hew myfelf with* 
hi the «rk> holding friendly eonvetfe 
with Noah and his family. This the 
Most* HiOH has enjoin'd, left the 
length of knfV«ring day^ Should pout 
its melantholy intuente into tfaetf 
hearts. Till the earth be fireed from 
the waters, and I have placed the 
drk iectire on land rifing abov^ tht 
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fk>ed, I return not to the blifsful abodes 
of Heaven. Thou indeed mayft return 
to that feat of joy, where happinefs is 
prepared for thine arrival, a multitude 
of Me& fouls, rais'd from the deluge, 
arc now with the patriarchs, whofe 
ftreight forfaken paths they foUow'd. 
On them the Most High has lookM 
down complacent 5 He rais'd them horn 
their tabernacles of clay, and by His 
order, I have condufted them to the 
celeftinl abodes. My duty now demands 
my Ft turn to the ark* 

Lamech anfwer'd: One alJy'd t* 
iuffering man> though hignfelf in a ^ate 
of felicity, cannot unmov'd hear the 
mdnaion of his fpecits ; yet I have 
iek caufe to bewail the vi^bde worid e£ 
the cruel, impious, and profane, thgato 
rejoice that God is fofarpleas'd to ho- 
nour one righteous man, as to appoint 
bim the c«ftorer of the loft worid, and 
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that thbman is my fon. His deliverance 
is indeed great and glorious,but a delive- 
rance infinitely more glorious fliall one 
day be accompliih'd ; for from him (Iiall 
defcend the fon of the Most Hich. 

The fer^pk without reply flew from 
.the fun to the earth, where Lamech 
iobfcrv'd him alight. NoA^, his fon, had 
not yet chang'd his attitude. HusAN'i 
hi:ftory,. aiid his being conduced by the 
benevolent angel into the empyreumy 
there to acquire the wifdom after which 
he panted^ and enjoy the beatific vifion^. 
madefuch an impreifion on all his facul- 
ties, that in fpeechlefs tranfport he ftiU 
ikt with his. head bent, 'and refting on 
his hand, when the angel, who was zU 
ready return'd^ flood before bim» and 
iaid^ 

LamecH) no longer iiird with 
dQubtful conjectures in relatioA tp the 
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c«rth, and freed from all concern about 
th^e, his fon, will now fly batk, carry- 
ing various tydings to the patriarchs. 
He has been recompens'd for his vifit 
to the fun by the fatisfadion he felt m 
feeing and embracing with paternal af- 
fe£Uon, oneof the happy inhabitants of 
that luminary, Micha> his youngeft 
.- fon> and thy brother^ whom the angel 
of death difmifs'd from the earth 5 but 

* his guardian angel convey'd him to the 
fun, and invefted his pure fpirit with 
fkie men>bers and adovely form, that he 

• might obferve the wifdom vifible in the 
finlefs works of the great Creator. 
L A M E c H unexpe<dedly found htm* 
there j . for the Eternal Father had 
provided this tender pleafure for his 
paternal heart. 

Noah, now fiird with new aftoniffi- 
ment, was long loft in thought, ere he 
could range his ideas ; but at length 
recovering fpeech, he cry'd : 

G5 
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What a trcaTure of loyiml tydwgg^ 
haft thou, O celeftial ffui it, laid befcn^ 
me ! What a fftoipcSt ^f the ways of 
^GoD at once xuXh upon me^ smd ftrike 
my foul with wondtr ! Thou biingeA 
to me a view of the love of Goi> that 
jpierces trough tay foul, stud feeiiiM tt> 
latoxicate.all^iu powers. No mor<tal 
without leifufe can sktt%t^eSyLCh a mid- 
tltude "oi thoughts) but the circHng 
hours will unobforvM pais hjr, when I 
•xpatiate oa what thoa, in few words,, 
haft now icvealM, while the infiiiate 
importance of tbefo diyiM iooagefi, ^e- 
viv'd by t^oalM&ph^ioat will from this 
nan-row maniion laife ^ur fouk to Hea- 
ven* 

Raphael anfwer*d, O Noa», tbou 
and the reft of thy family will for fome 
time ionger make it aeo&Slkry 'for me to 
fevive your dmqping fpirits in this -oea- 
£n'd dwellijig.; for :ftiM is the hour ap- 
jgointed fpr your leaving it at a^iftanee,, 
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and again ii|ouiitaiiiou6 clouds 9xm «9 
.approach from afar, and a ^ew fca is 
4o be 'pour'd ovar the firft; but you 
&aU AOt v^raol futajeds fufficknt to cm- 
ploy and ftrengthen your minds, that 
Ihey, a^ well as your btodtes, may be pren 
lerv'd &pm and a^ive wjbUe in the ark* 

Ra^pkael <}ni6 fpake, and then dis- 
appeared. In d^ mean cune, Lambch 
dlay'd .no longer in <4ie Ain than te 
Wefs Mktha and his r^adiant brothers, 
^!hen ^^eturn'd (erene, by <he way he 
came. 

While hafting towards the eBctremity 
of the ftarry firmament, under him he 
|)eFocives in a fmtiW nx)Ofl, myriads of 
i*pirit6, reppfing on the flowers of af- 
ffcedelj thisejccitinglrAMECH's curio- 
Iky, he dfopp'd his wings to take a 
a nearer view* Ti^ey who had before 
ftppear'd on the earth in exalted fta* 
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tio^y inflated with their pre-eminence!, 
there lay mingled with the vulgar, 
their titles and dignities of no avail. 
The patriarch foftly breathing into one 
of them his enlivening breath, rais'd 
.him from the fleep of death. He awoke, 
faw the efFulg^t fpirit (land before 
him, and heard his' voice. Of what 
fpecies, faid Lamech, art thou^ and 
the multitude here fleeping with thee ? 
Alas, I now plainly fee ye are thofe 
whom the deluge, by a righteous fen- 
tence^ has at once fwept fi'om their bo- 
dies. An account of that race of harr 
den*d flnners, who heap'd impiety on. 
impiety, have reached my ears. 

\ The unhappy foul anfwer'd tremr 
bling. Thy conje£iures are juft, we are 
the fpirits of the flagitious multitudes 
who have been fuddenly feparated from 
our bodies by the avengiqg deluge, and 
brought hither by an angel of death. 
Is the day of the fecond judgment ar- 
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'riv'd T I ftatter'd myfclf with the hopes 
that before that fummpns, we fliould 
have flept many ages. Oh have we aU 
ready done fo ? If we have we are »- 
wak'd too foon.. Oh ! that fleep in this 
dreary frozen clime,, would bind me 
down with adamantine chains, nerer 
more to wake ! Or is it only thy curio- 
Aty, which,, too 6>rward, has vTakfd nie 
from my eafy fleep ? Ob let me fink 
again into my former fluniber, that fta- 
pefsu^ion and forgetfulnefa. may ftill 
tbefe inward horror^ J 

LAMEiCH reply'd,. Who waft tho* 
amidft this miferable multitude ?-*- 
relate the hiftory of thy life, and then 
feek the repofe of this death- like fleep. 
Oh that I could hide it from God, cry>d 
he, from angels, and men ! I was next 
to Magog, the delegate of Omnipo- 
tence. Haft thou not heard of Ty- 
Doft ? I was the inhuman Tydor, 
lord of the prince's flaves. His deftroy% 
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ing arm wcu oorntnd^^ to my guidftnce, 
sad I pointed it agakift eyery thkig no- 
ble and virCitous— •dgainft M ^o dkt 
notYeverence hk commandsy as thofe 
©f the Deity. I taught him to be la- 
vt(h of human blood. I taught him, 
that he alone was free, and fervile fttb- 
jei9ion the portion of aU others. 1 
caus'd his moft cruel commands to be 
executed with as mu^h certainty a» 
•the weM-aim'd Aart hits the mark. Be- 
fore him filial duty, the laws of honour, 
maternal afie£lion>. and bridal lore, 
were to keep filence. It was 1 who 
kindled bis confuming Cury, The Chu- 
ikes, thy flaves, &id I, have a neck of 
AtDet, and cannot bend 4o obedience ; 
therefore oblige them, for &e fitghtej| 
ctknes, to rip open thek own bowels : 
They de^ife death, <and, to render it 
imrible^ it muft aflume new forms. I 
Joad the gift of inventing new modes of 
<^iflg. It was I who contriv'd the pil- 
lar round 4kiQ top of which was faftei^*d: 
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itro€i h9ok/^f on wMdb timj who di^ 

<ir foaie limb, bdm% cM^t by one ^f 

Jio«r >dra«ig)ie«, and Jtoenlf fidt tfe 

jpAlft df -dyiiigt I was aifo the oittbor 

^ tbe ibael teMe^ wbtifir aurdenMis 

■«rnid opfttkig^ #¥)& cl^'d agiii,aiyl 

Jpir-d 'tnhKacio^ . Wkm ccovirdi of 

^pMtple'pnpArated thcnifetvfis iatiKd«ft 

bcknc the ^mdatear opf Mau&ae ottr 

jtingt tbeibitsafiLaoittii darViitojfc- 

oy his A'tvimty^ and ik)eid eoc^ mdi 

look composed. MagoA oMbr^d tkm 

to be crucify'd 5 but the fun declaring 

himiHf iii ^hA favDur, mthdacwr faia 

U^U MnooQ then feU by an hmh 

.tbkB j^ladfi, a«id^ anllKret«ii«f die 

Ught, ihe, Andaabas jmtbi n»mt wim, 

tfeomL 4A;iLAir)E& YuoceeilQd to «iie 

thime, maia'vAiam 1 alfi>>iuird, and 

nade die land «f iQuis 4]runk with jts. 

JK)d)}dl UDod« While l^wastiuis ic- 
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curihg the kihgddm to Artaxes, nei- 
ther the dreadful comet, vviiofe fiery aph 
pearance daily deefyen'd^ nor the thun- 
der, of die voice rolling through the 
cloud«9 check'd my delight in^murder;. 
for the face diftorted with the agonies 
of death, afforded ^me the highefl plea^ 
fure. Amidfl^ my daily exuItationS|. 
Laomer and bi» fon« ventured to 
leave their retreat, an^ preach to the: 
people of Chus, when I orderM themi 
to be crucifyM before theif father's 
face; but while I was triumphing in 
their deftru£iion, the deluge came,, 
aod I expir'd. 

Thus fpake thte infernal foul, an^. 
nodding, funk into forgetfulnefsb La* 
MECH with pain'd ear, had heard his 
horrid tale,. and tb^i cry'd,. Was this 
wretch a mani'Or did becomeft-om 
Hell difguis'd in the; human form, as 
the conceard inflruineht of Satan's 
malicei Oh how are the human race 
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funk into the re&mblance of Satan ! 
How is the Divine image disfigur'd ! 

Lam EC H (hock'd and offended^ 
flew from the cold planet, acrofs the 
etberial regions^ into the filent wafte,. 
which extends between them and Hea* 
ven, and foon rcach'd the confines of 
theceleftiai world, whofe facred orbit 
is ^ncompafs'd with funs. Qn^his en^ 
tering h,, he relate(|;thc manner of the 
earth*s deftrudion, and the pre(erva« 
tion of man in the aric ; but his inf(M> 
mation was now no longer new : the 
blefe'd fouls, who emerging* from tb« 
flood, had been conducted toHeaven, 
had already fpread the amazing narra- 
tive,, and in th^ir embraces LAM£CH.'t 
concern vanifh'd». 

In the meanwhile the comet return* 
ing from the fun, again approach'd the 
eartbx which once more felt its force^ 
penetrating the vaft depth of the wa.- 
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ters, even to its centre, and in this 
laft colliffion, left behind feveral igne- 
ous m&fTes of vaft extent, torn from it 
by the earth's powerful attra^on. The 
fcene of this fecond eonflid was in the 
fbxithy oppoftte the region which had 
beheld the firft ; but the ark was in the 
northern fea, and Noah felt it carry'd 
with rapidity towards the fouth, where 
the attradive comet haring drawn the 
waters into fwtlling moun tarns, the 
northern deep rufh'd thither with fwlft- 
eft motion, ami with no left velocity 
returned, when the waters freed from 
the comet's draught, again overfpread 
the tracks, from which they had been 
drawn. At this crifis, the protefting 
ferapfa, withdrew ilot his eye from the 
ark. 

Now numberlefs clouds, big wit|i 

« 

rain,dif(pharg'd themfelves on the earth, 
and were inftantly replac'd by others^ 
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brought by the obedient winds. Nine- 
ty times the day defcended from the 
Heavens, loaded with frefh clouds^ 
from the fpoils of the comet, in this its 
fecond approach, which now proceed- 
ed towards Ardtunis, to purfue a courfe 
of ages^ winding round innumerable 
ftars, through anexcentric curve of in- 
tricate immenfity« 



The End of the Tenth Book. 



TH E 



ELEVENTH BOOK 



O y 



N 



O A H. 



The Argument. 

Raphael expltiirt to Noah the pi'O- 
}>hetic paintings, and he reveals them to 
MiLCAH and his children. Japhith 
dreams that he is in the world of fouls, and 
is eiitfrtain'd witli a^ener^ hiltoiy of lis 
offspring. The dreadful vifion of Tha- 
'MAR. The flood begins to retire into the 
caverns of the earth, and mountains of a- 
mazing height are formed. The land gra* 
dually appears, and foon becomes cloathed 
with verdure, on feeing which DEsoRAff 
utters a fong of praife. Ham obferving, 
that the axis of the earth is changed, fore* 
tdls that it will produce various feafens, 
andSHEM concludes from the earth being 
now compofed of heterogeneous parts, that 
it will be lefs prolific, and the life of 
man reduced to a fliorter date. 
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DURIN G ilioiKti9 6f gidomy and 
Unpkftfant days^ was NoAH^t 
f>referv'd fkmily c<mfin'<i within the 
ttarrow cmit)»rs of the fioating ark^ 
wkh th4K be^s ef die field, and the 
fowls of heaven^ tmequal and dull 
x^omptmidns fcr thinkkig beings, yeft 
they fpread fiot the leaft cloud on the 
trountenance^ of its inhabitants, nor 
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did thctime fly with heavy wing. Thek 
<iniracuious prefervation in the ark, and 
their employments in it, were power- 
ful motives to acquiefcence, to Joy. 
God, in preference to the whole race 
of mankind, had confer'd on them, the 
honour of being the guardians of the 
terreftrial xrreation: they were agents 
binder that wife and gracious Being 
who fees and difpofes air things, and 
confiding in Hi^ unerring wifdom, 
ivhat fhootd diftnrb them ? For, tho' 
furrouiided by the flood, they were not 
fecluded from an intercourfe with Hea- 
ven. Thus liv'd the exil'd Philocles 
on a mountain, the favourite recefs of 
the virtuous Gallus, pafltng years of 
ierenity, without even a tranfient cloud 
«f melancholy. With inward pieafure 
bo obferv'd the fuccefs of bis medicinal 
Ikill in the recovery of thofe who were 
finking into the grave ; to the agoniz* 
•ing grief of the inconfolable wife, be 
reftor'd the hufband, and to affli&ed 
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pftrents their children j he even fefcu'd 
thofe from death, whom his generous* 
aid had fill'd with malignant envy. 
Far from the walk of fcitfnce, he prac- 
tWd the fanative art, contented that 
Providence, by his means, prefcrv'd the 
, laborious cottagers. 

Raphael in his frequ^it vifiti to 
Noah, had not conceal^ from him 
the hiftory of the earth, and its inhabi- 
tants I and to mitigate the concern of 
that patriarch and his fons, explained 
to them the beautiful paintings which 
adorn'd the ark ; mentioning the men» 
the hills and rivers, by thofe name» hit 
defcendants fliould in future ages afix 
to them. Before the angelic painter^ 
the Eternal had difplay'd the princi- 
pal circumftances. He had forefeen 
would attend the life of the great Re- 
deemer, and diofe were here difplay*d 
in the moft beautiful and ftriking mait- 
ner, in order to relieve and elevate the 
Vol. II. H 



146. N O A ». Book XL 

minds of the inhabitaiit$t duriag tbeir 
fpiiury confinement, 

Noah did not long conce»I the. hif** 
toiy, of the angelic work» frooi Mil-* 
CAH» hi$ ibnst ^^ their wives : they» 
abforb'd in pleafure^ hung on bis lips^ 
Mobile he decypher'd the events exprefs'd 
in each cofppariment. Rapt into the 
Wifsftil time of the ^Saviour's appear* 
anioe^ reprefoited in the mott lively 
loanfiec Xq their view, they forgot the 
^aors of the flood, and the deiights of 
£dei^ Tranfported with extafy at his 
recital* ^t^^ir ®y^^ iho^e like thofe of 
Adam* when kd by Michael up the 
0V{^un|;ain» be faw before hioi the ways 
0iC mankiAda his defcendants, in gra* 
Ji^9^l fiHTC^fBoo to the lati^ tinirs: the 
f^, causfd. by the deocpdhreifMut, be- 
Jpg Mk reipQv'd from, his lif^. How 
w^oiie th^ir hearts enflam'd with devotion 
H heari^ that tte godlike porlbn^ 
' wh9» in liie. firft cooipartnient, was 
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praying on the fide of a mountain, was 
their Saviour. 



Other and very different fenfations, 
far from thefe, fweet, Toothing and di- 
vine, fiird the minds of Noah, on his 
defcribing the hideous forms in the fe- 
cond compartment, where the infernal 
powers, foes to God and man, fat in 
horrible divan ; exalted was Sat AN their 
chief, and on the fteps of his throne, as of 
rank and might fuperior to the count- 
lefs multitude below, was AoRAME- 
LECH and Moloch, Belial and Ma- 
<50G, all of whom, with frantic im- 
piety, confpir'd the death of the Di- 
vine Saviour of man. 

Thefe, continued the patriarch, point- 
in g to another compartment, txt the 
Mediator's twelve attendants, cho*. 
fen by him, in the days of his incarna- 
tion. They arc diligently feeking him 
in the dark, at the foot of mount Oli- 
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vet, while he is fitting in a fepulchre 
with John, his favourite difciple, re- 
volving the fublime myftcry, the in- 
conceivable plan of mercy, that the 
Son of the Etfrnal Ihould fuiFer 
death for the human race. See D£- 
BORAH, how thisdifciple*s refin'd foul, 
Ihines in his graceful look. He who is 
ranging the wood with impatient eye 
and contracted brow, will be called 
Simon Peter. Obferve Ham, what 
a warm heart glows in that face. The 
figure near him, who will have the 
name of Andrew, is his brother, and 
the other, that (lands by with fuch an 
open and friendly air, will be named 
Philip, whofe lips, when he fpeaks, 
will drop honey. He who full of foli- 
citude is going up the hill among the 
cedars, will be call'd James. That 
perfon, whofe head is cover'd with fil- 
ver locks, will have the name of Bar- 
THOLpMEW ; obferve his countenance, 
which is expreflive of all that is great 
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and good. Thcfe are all the fons of 
fan6lity, ennobled by the pureft virtue ; 
and all of them prefcrve an inviolable 
affeAion to their Lord and Saviour. 
That robuft figure, with raven locks 
coining down the hill, will be call'd 
Judas, and he, who from that cavern, 
leers at him, is the prince of Helf, 
meditating his ruin. Alas ! one of my 
defcendants will betray the Messiah ! 
Here the patriarch figh'd, and was 
•iUentr 

Thamar fearing that grief would 
induce him to break ofF his narrative, 
faid, Dear father, let us dwell no longer 
on that wretched man ; but explain to us 
who are the other five, particularly he 
who feems to faint, while angels ai^ 
bailing to bis relief. 

Noah, willing to gratify the curiofV- 
ty of the affectionate Thamar, an- 
fwerM, That is Lebbeus, who though 
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related to J0DAS9 in nothing fefeinye& 
him ; he is of a mild and gentk difpo^ 
fition, and fuch is the tendemefe of hts 
heart, that he has a tear for every w^ 
Two nights being paft fince he (aw the 
Saviour, be fears, left hb rancorous 
perfecutors have ilsun hkn, and hefliall 
never fee him oiorc» 

Thus fpake the pfttriareh, white his 
fynipathiztng heart affcded the accents 
of his voice, which to his attentive borers 
imparted like fcnfations, kindling in 
them an impatient thirft for hearing; 
more, vi^hich NoaM*8 fttcc^flivc narrA* 

tiv^s only ftrvM to fMCriaff, Wbea 
diverted by neceOary employ mtnti, the 
patriarch intermitted hi« relations, they 
held delightful copverfe on the intereft* 
ing events, while their elevated heartu 
affefting their fpeech, their Ups ovei'- 
4aw'd with el<MiueiK9. 
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O joyful days of futurity, faid De* 
BORAH, which (hall irradiate the life of 
the incarnate Mediator ! Howblefs'd 
muft be the twelve difciples, whoiball 
fee him in hh human form, and bear 
the facred fublimity of his difcourfe ! 
Worthy are they of fuch felicity. 
How my heart exults that he will 
meet with fuch faithful friends ! ,0 
that 1 couldf fee thofe days, when the 
blefsM Re1>£EMFR feall appear in the 
garb t>f humiliation ! 

m 

Shbm anfwerM, Deep and wide !« 
the gulph that lies between our timc^ 
and the appointed days of falvation, 
and the paflagc to it is precluded by the 
boundaries fetto our earthly life, This^ 
dear fpoufe,.is a felitity refcrv'd for thine 
offspring. I know your hearts^ tAy 
dear brothers, arc too noble to envy 
me the honour, that the Messiah wiH 
condefccrid to receive his human foriA 
feotn one of my defcfefldants* In this 

H4 
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glorious hope, I am jufiify'd by the 
bleffing of SirHA, who faid that from 
mc a more excellent people fhould arife, 
chofen and £in(Sify*d to the fervice of 
GoDi to inftrudt them, prophets and 
priefts fhould be fent, and at laft the 
Redeemer, who by His perfeS obe- 
dience fhould fulfil all righteoufnefe. 
If the Messiah be my fon, he will be 
related to you ; nay, be will be the 
aiFedionate brother of all the hu^an 
race ; for the good Sjpha added^ that 
in Him all the various nations and 
languages of the peopled earthy ihall 
jejoice and be blefs'd. 

Ham reply'd, That our Redeemeu 
fhall deign to receive his human body 
from thy ifTue, oppofes our moft 
w^rm and paffionate wifhes, for who 
woi^ld not covet the glorious title of 
rather of the Saviour ? B^it far froi^ 
envying, wc^ entertain the higher re* 
gard for him, whom the Saviour will 



Book XI. NOAH. 153 

^o highly dlAlnguIfli as to term him fa** 
ther, condefcending at the fame tinfe, 
to be our kinfman and brother. But 
will that more excellent people of thy 
progeny, whom God (hall more parti-^ 
cularly choofe, fan£Hfy and in{iru£t 
for his fervice, be thofe that will not 
know the Mediator, when conver- 
fant among them, and will not open 
their eyes to fee the Blessed of th£ 
Lord ? 

Shem abafh'd, anfwer'd with a look 
©fcoiifufion and concern, Juftly haft 
thou, O Ham, by this recolIe<Sion, 
check'd my pride at an undeferv*d 
preference. Surely where the divine 
glory (hines, there can be no blind* 
nefs. 

The following night a celeftial inteU 
ligcnce ftood ' before the bed of Ja- 
cket h whofe mind had been enrap- 
tur'd by the great events he had hgard 

H5 
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defcribM^ and form'd a biilira^t vifioa 
of the manaers and tranfadlions of the 
nations that w^re to deibend from him« 
Charmed with the glorious view of 
what be had feen, he awak'd in an ex«* 
tafy of joy, and hafted to communicate 
his pleafure to his brothers and theu 
fair fpoufes. 

As I was in the night, faid be, ex* 
tending my ideas to pofterity, and ru* 
minating on the numberlefs people who 
WerjC to. defcend from me, their tem- 
-per^^ arts and cuftoms, I fell afleep., 
and fuddenly found myfelf in a plaii^ 
f>rofu(€ly adorn'd with flowers ; ftreams 
clearer than cryttal water'd the luxuri* 
ajit foil^ and a grove laden with all the^ 
rich exuberance of autumn, fpcead along 
the floptng hills, receiving the morn* 
ing*& geaial lights There multitudes of 
^uls beyond all number, cut the air ia 
Canton flight, or playM on the leaves 
smi flowers^ but inciipable of fefledHoni, 
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thdr powers beii^ pierely confined t^. 
fcablian^ I thought that hereafl^r^ 
when iacorporaud, they fliould tread 
the world's confpictiouS' fldge ; muI 
then from fenldtiofi rife lo tboitgbt ; ber 
capabJe of Aytdy,. and of invefligat^ 
tng the ieveral objecSls .conveyed to 
them through iheir , knft6. . In tho 
meapi time, ihey ^erc not without 
foime r^embla^ce of. the huouin form ^ 
Vut too minute to bf dificeni'd by the 
lukdd eye o£ manv I bad quitted mf 
body, aad ia th4ir fontt, Taib tfaed» 
Hkb the eyej of thefool^ and like 
Ihem fkhKF with wings of light, fioni 
flower t^ fl<»wer. While I was ming-J 
ling in their rportivenefe an aerial formy. 
veftidd with celeftial radiaince,. prefent* 
«d hinlielf befcme m9, and^thtti ipak^. 

jAPHE'PHy by i, lingular favour, thou 
art readmitted Into the reddence of 
the fouls of men' before their birtb, 
Mere witb a faint confcieufnefs of tji^ 
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iftence, they waif, till a celeftial.fpHt 
calls them to the earth, to 'anhnate 
the body aflign'd them. 'From hence 
it was that Adona fummon*dt&iee to 
receive a body from NoAH>bHt"the 
place thou no longer remember^: a 
potion given thee on thy entrartee' into 
thine earthly frame, effac'd the bright 
ideas. All the unborn thou feeft Kfere^ 
ihall derive their bodies from tfaee, thy^ 
ibnsy and their generations, who (hall 
form ftatef and monarchres ; for from 
tbtm ihall the earth be cover'd with 
mi^ty nations, who having loft aK 
ideas of their origin, (hall be itrangers 
to each other, and enemies contend- 
ing in bloody wars for mutual extinc- 
tion ; fome fiibduing others, and fooa 
themfelyea receiving the yoke of afi^- 
perior power : In laws, manners, and 
arts, as various as iii their number. A- 
mpng thy defcendants fome chara^ers 
will be ftropgly mark'd, and evidently 
dlftinguiih'd from, the lineage of Sh£M 
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and ,H A M. Among them generous 
brieafts QxM glow with fuch ardour for 
liberty as to acknowledge no fovereign 
but one who governs by right and 
equity, while they with hardy bodies 
and intrepid foub) accomplifb works 
of toil and danger. Thcfe are the pro- 
duce of the northern part of this glabe, 
where the body, harden'd by the rude 
climate, ihall invigorate the mind. 
Then (hall they iflue into the rtlax'd 
fouth, to break its chains, and make 
Its tyrants know, tKat nature having 
given to all one form^ and equal pow- 
ers, reafon does notfubje(5t one man to 
another, except where obedience is 
produSive of greater happihefs. Thus, 
if the fouth oftQn feels their conquer* 
ing arms, it wil.l only be to deftroy the 
unnatural vokc of tyranny^ In ages 
(nore remote, while the fervile world 
will crouch to kings, the north perfe- 
vering in its regard to freedom, will 
nave kings who (hall rule over the 
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Wave and free, fliall be friciids to li- 
berty, and pride themiclves in lifterrfn^ 
to her diftates* The fouth will not 
be without iti heroesy but the north 
will be the nurfe of freedom: thithef 
will repair literature and fkilJ, wftfe 
the feftive groupe of fciences, to dwell 
in the temple of liberty : far from thd 
princes who know no law but their 
will. The comparative fkrility of the 
northV will teach its inhabitants the 
artsof agriculture^ and focial commerce, 
the parent of wealth, whofe fteps are 
foUow'd by the arts^ Commerce, in- 
ftead of confining itfelf within the iiarC 
row bounds of the neighbouring coun^ 
tries, will extend to the fartheft parts> 
of the earth, and beyond the feas dis- 
cover countries, aboundmg ia men, 
beafts, birds and plants, concealed 
from the reft of the habitajble globe;, 
though alike fpringing from antfeftors,, 
fkv'd in the floating ark. Thou feeft 
by yonder ftrcam three glittering fouls^ * 
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they willj m different agcs^ be Invefted 
in^ hirnian bodies ; ohc of thefe fhalt 
without fear range through the watery 
wafte, dirciSling his courfe by the 
power of a black foffile of myfterious 
virtycj, naturally pointing to the 
north J the other will give to fioat-* 
ing veffels fuch a form^ that they 
fliall continue their courfe, under all 
the variations of the wind. Tjie thirds 
cncourag'd by thefe inventions, will 
difcover a r^ew continent, a trait of 
land that may be term'd another world. 
Not far from them, behold the fokil 
that will animate the body of a mo- * 
narch, who will then boaft that the 
globe was defirous of extending his 
domain. How great might he be, 
would he follow the dirciSjon of Pro- 
vidence ! would he know the immenfc 
good ^ he might perform to hi& goldeii 
countries in a diftant land ; would be 
teach them by winning examples, the 
^mildnefs and charity of Chriftianity, 
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inflead of fufFcring fell fupcrftition, 
with its murderous claws to be let 
loofe upon them ! would he break the 
chains of the flavc, and not reduce 
the free to bondage! would he in- 
ftead of exterminating whole nations, 
put a ftop to the phrenzy of offering 
human vi6b'ms! But that foul thou 
feed fitting on a beautiful ranunculus^ 
will be fiird with humanity ; he will 
reconcile arm*d foes ; inculcate the 
gentle offices of benevolence, and dif- 
fufe happinefs around him. Others 
there are who will uphold the dignity 
of human nature. Obferve him who 
IS walking among the tulips, he will 
rule a nation, and owe his fovereignty 
folely to his wifdom : he will fet their 
minds free : he will bind in fetters the 
lawlefs defires and unruly appetites* of 
man ; not by penalties ; but by the 
celeftial flame of benevolence, which he 
ihall kindle in their hearts, and burn- 
lAg there with pureft light, in private 
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they lliall be the ra«ne, as before thf 
world's curious and prying eye. There 
filver fhall be excluded as the fou^ce of 
avarice; from thence fhall be banifh'd 
all eager defircs to amafs fuperiluous 
treafures, by Nature wifely concealed, 
and deep in her bowels hid from man. 
That band which hangs in a clufter on 
the aloes bloom, deferves thy notice* 
They firft will employ their care to heal 
,the wounds given to the human race^ 
J>y the conquerors of a new difcover'd 
world: they will feek the timid people 
in the woody wilds, planted by Na- 
ture's hand, to inftrudl them in agri- 
culture and the worOiip of the Most 
High. — Glorious indeed would be 
iheir fame, were not the motive of 
thefe a£i:ions, apparently fo good, the 
defire of rule : but he well deferves to 
rule, who in any nation eftabllfhes 
Happinefs, that fair emigrant, who in 
every age, will rove through every 
clime, aad ^xes her abode among his 
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fvhje&s: but haw fmall will be the 
number of tbofe who ttfe aright their 
power* Among thefe fragrant flirubfi 
I fee a ntinrierous train of tbofe who 
calling themfelvcs the facceiTors of one 
of the dtfciples of the RiDilMEit, will 
add to their fptritual armoar the murder- 
ing fteel, and breaking down the boun- 
daries which reafon, the laws of nature 
And everlafting truth fhall raifis between 
the chttrch and ftate, the prieft and prince,. 
will put the fceptre in facerdotal hands; 
reduce fovereigns to ignomiaiou> (lervl* 
Uty ; and kings will lay their crowns 
at the feet of htm who» with dtfltmbled 
hitmitity» will caU himfeif tbe repre^^ 
fefitative of a difcipte of the meek and 
gracious Saviour^ and the lervant of 
the fcrvants of Christ* Even the 
fons of probity and virtue, feduc'd by 
their fuggedions % miiiaking abfurdity 
for truth, and cruelty for religion^ will 
fliake of their allegiance to worthy 
princes, and frpm mere .piety extirpate 
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sknd lay W9(l» tbe nations. Sword aad 
&re will they life to propagate the 
knowledge of Him who is All- merciful 
and Altrgraqio42Sy \yhile they them* 
feive» wiU by their lives cOAtradld t&e 
do€tv'ix^€s tkey teach. But before tbefe 
tranfa£tions ti»ny fucceifive ages (hall 
pais away. 

Thus the prophetic angel related to 
a&e tke'hiftory of my pofterity. I heard 
him with filent aftoniibment, and with 
extafy beheld the fouls fluttering from 
the violet to the orange, and from 
the orange to the anemone. While we 
wander'd through the flowery garden of 
the unborn^ from the tops of the hillt 
defcended the grey twilight j the golden 
day was fucceeded by the filver moocg 
and foon after all ti\efe fplendid obje^^ 
with the communicative angel, vanifh'd^ 
and I awoke. 

Jafhbth*s fpoufe, whh her fxfter*, 
liftenM with attentive ear to the amaa- 
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ing narrative. How agreeable the 
fight thou haft beheld ? faid Thamar, 
the objtSts mufthaVe been fmgular, be- 
yond conception. Oh that fome kind 
angel would alfo tranfport me to that 
newly difcover'd region of fouls, if to 
an angel my brQther owes the fight. 
But perhaps his mind, being inflam'd 
by our father's narrative, might only 
dream of" fuch brilliant appearances. 
Yet with what delight ihould I view 
thefe diminitive fouls, with all their 
diftinguiihing features, fluttering from 
flower to flower! How diflPerent are 
thefe enchanting fcenes of innocent 
amufement from the fordid occupations, 
in which they will be engag'd, when 
. cloath'd by the body : but very far am 
. I from wi/hing to fee thofe days, over 
which night will throw her gloomy 
mantle. 

^Ham, with dubious mind thus ad- 
djrcfe'd Japheth : Thy dream is thick 
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ftt with wonders, but thefe are com- 
mon ia dreams : what appears moft fur- 
prizing, is the feraph's predi&ion. Can 
any thing be more flrange than that in 
the diftant ages of the world, when our 
blood ihall have pafs'd^ through thou- 
fands of generations, new Chufites 
(hould crofs the ocean, to countries un- 
known, in fearch of new inhabitants, 
whom they fliould maflacre in the 
woods : That inftead of one Dagok, 
there ihall be a hundred high priefts, 
who ihall dart their thunder againft 
the thrones of monarchs. Hitherto I 
had imaginM fuch manners could only 
belong to the lawlefs wretches who 
have now periih'd in the flood. In 
thoie remote ages, will not the vices 
of the former be extinguiih'd ? Surely 
they will ; for the Mediator will 
then have added to the faint light 
of reafon, the irradiations of divine 
truth. 
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Shem judg'd lets haftily of Ja- 
^H£Th'& vifion, Our brother^ dream, 
faid he, though thick fet with wonders, 
may be fraught with truth. Ham 
will not allow that the vices of thofe 
who have juft perifli'd, can poffiHf 
take place in the new world. Alas, 
fain would I thtiik like him ; but I 
cannot help fearing, that even the 
lateft ages will alfo produce their Ma- 
G0Gs«, that new Daoows may agaiiv- 
blaft the throne, with fecerdotal thun- 
der, and other Putniels with frantic 
impiety, aiTault the Heavens, or bid 
the fon plunge his fword into his fa- 
ther's breaft. If man juft come from 
the Creatoh's forming hand, could 
fin, much more will they of later 
birth, they who arc a thoufand ages 
diftant from the Creation ! How 
dreadful is the thought, that the very 
nation confecratcd to God, will turn 
afide from the right path, and with 
implacable hatred pur fue, not only the 



fiooscX. N O A H. 167 

holy prophets, but even the great, the 
J)enevolent, the divine Messiah i 

The next night Thamar had alfd 
a vifion, but how different from that 
flie had wifliM to behold ! Many tears 
did it coftiier, and the enfuing morn- 
ing (he with weeping eyes, thus re- 
lated what fhe had feen. I was fitting 
in an arbour, faid (he, in a mournful 
voice, and before me a ftrange fort of 
people were rudely dancing to the pipe 
and timbrel: they were quite naked, 
and their (kins of a (hining black, 
their hair was woolly, tike that of the 
lamb ; their nofes flat, and their lips 
large: thefe paying me homage, call'd 
me mother, and I felt my breaft fill'd 
with tendernefs for them. In the midft 
of then: diverfion, a lofty (hip (leer*d to 
land, and out of it came white men, 
cloth'd from head to foot, carrying in 
their hands, glittering arms, out of 
which came fire, which thundering 
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kiird at a diftance. From this (hip, 
they alfo brought a liquor, of which, 
whoever drank, loft his reafon, and be-< 
came regardlefs of all the ties of nature: 
for this liquor friends fold their friends, 
hufbands their wives, and even fathers 
their fons, whom the white men drove 
in flocks to their (hip, to tranfport 
them far from that beloved land, where 
their eyes firft faw the light. Oh the 
agony of the difconfolate creatures, at 
feeing their mother country leilening 
to their fight I they pour'd out their 
lamentations to Heaven, and to their 
new mafters, while their wailings pierc'd 
my heart. With furious grief I cry'd 
from the defart fhore, ye fons of the 
fell tyger, to what barbarous coaft do 
ye carry my fons and daughters, born 
free, and by your curs'd fraud taken 
from their infatuated parents ? inhu- 
man artifice ! under the colour of 
frisndfliip, ye give them a baleful 
potion, and then while delirjmis, rob 
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them of what they hold moft delr. Ye 
cannot be of Noah's lineage; but 
from ^he infernal tyrant, ye are fure de- 
fcended. 

Thus I vented my complaints, while 
tke treacherous wretches only laugh'd 
at me; but foon one call'd from the 
floating vefTel, Say'fl: thou that we are 
not defcended from Noah, firft prove 
that thefe woolly- headed negroes, who 
call thee mother, and whom thou 
owneft for thy children, are defcended 
from Adam ; white was the beautiful 
colour in which he was created, and 
from him Noah and all his off- 
fpring deriv'd their complexion; that 
is the human colour, black is the em* 
blem of HelK Can a pure foul be 
lodg'd in a form fo dark ? No, thefe 
negroes were like the bcafts, only 
made for the fervice of the whiter. 
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White I vr^s lamenting, the fliip 

pkb*d out of fight, when methoughc 

two wings grew ;it my feet, on whick 

I afcended into the air, and after a long 

purfuit, reach'd the coaft where the 

black captives were openly fold for a 

price much lefs than was given for a 

fine horfe. Th«-e the fate of the young 

and oM, was to toil at mills, or to dig^ 

in rocky min^ ; they were e^pos'd ta 

-cruel ftripes : they were fcourg'd froni 

the mere wantonnefs of crueky ; and 

all their offspring were doom'd t5 the 

fame mifery. Afiedted at the fight, I 

AWoke in tears, and ftill is my fancy fo 

imprefsM with the fight, that 1 cannot 

refrain from weeping. 
« 

' She ended, and Ham feiiltng an- 

lwei?ed. With what ftnmge imagc^ 

w^ith what impoflibilities does Imagina^ 

tion teem, when Reafon, lockM up in 

fleep, refigns her fuperiority ! With what 

feftal pomp does (he afcend the throne 
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of Trutbj and there with mimic fport, 
perfonates the white rob*d queen ! She 
throws forms, features and colours in- 
to a tkoufand diiFerent changes, and 
Ibnti^timeis weaves a long conneded tif- 
fue of idle phantoms. Shed not then thy 
tears,0 Tham ar, about fuch notliings, 
about the idle vifions of the ni^ht. Thy 
tears to me are precious, learn to place 
a higher value on them« 

Shem rcply'd, the mifery r6prefentcd 
Tjy Thamar*s vifion, in which the peo- 
ple forget the endearing names off wife,Of 
foffjof frien<J, of brother; this extinftion 
erf reafon by a fatal potion ; thefe crea-^ 
tares form'd after the image of God^ 
thruft into the depth of hollow moun- 
tains, may'be refcrv'd in the womb of fu- 
turity, ani may one day come to pafs« 
The v^^oe5 at the firft world, will de- 
fcend to the inhabitants of the future 
eai'thj for all borA of woman, are 
the children of ptin and forrov^ l and 
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from thcmfclvcs arifc the grcateft part 
of their afflidiions. Calamity falls not 
on the riotous multitude alone, brought 
on by their own cxceffes j temperance 
itfelf cannot preferve from difeafe and 
death, and afflidion will vifit inno- 
cence. Our offspring fhall be a prey 
to fin and forrpw, yet amidft thefe con- 
fiderations, it is a ravifliing reflection 
that from us multitudes fhall arife, who 
vrill adore the Most High, and by the 
fan£lity of their lives, obtain even here 
a blefs*d forctafte of the heavenly felici- 
ty. Let us then rejoice in this thought^ 
and not fink under the painful idea, 
that we fhall, on the other hand, be 
the fathers of a wretched race, blind to 
reafon, blind to the calls of dutVf and 
the obligations of religioq. God has 
fent down Truth from above, holding 
in her left hand, the pleafures and al- 
lurements of this world, and in her 
right, the fublime joys of that which is 
to come. The good man choofes 
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thofe that are abdve, and defpifes the 
vain and fleeting delights of fenfe, which 
Vanifh in the pofleffion, and carry witK 
them a ftingthat Ihall pierce through 
the very foul. 

Thus, clofe as thei^ confinement 
was, their bufy minds never wanted 
fruitful matter of fpeculation and dif- 
courfe* 

Now had the atmofphere empty*d 
all its watery ftores ; its clouds were 
exhaufied, and a lucid ferenity, fpread 
through the air. Over the earth, the 
water was fmoothly expanded like a 
tranfparent mantle. The pyramids and 
hills, the bounds prefcrib'd to the de- 
luge were cover*d, but foon the Eter-* 
KAL delivered the earth from the fet- 
ters, with which it was bound, and ex- 
posed it to the chearing ray, calling 
from the feedy turf, verdant pHunts and 
iierbage, falutary aliments for man and 

13 
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beaft. The bofom of tbe globe, after this 
k)ng preffurCjClafticxofe on atlantic pil- 
lars, in all parts foreiing vaft rcfervoirs 
within its bowels. Thus midei thebio*^ 
ken fhcll of the earth, were forcn'd ioa- 
menfe bafons for receiving oceans of wa» 
ter. In fome paft'^, fwelling high, tower- 
ing mountains roCe from under the water 
and in (irange fhapes, with pointed fum- 
mits and craggy fides, proje(9ecl above 
the liquid plain. The divine voice re- 
(bunded in the abyfs, and floated along 
the floods I an univerfal ebb prcviul'd : 
on all fides, the e^rth sibforb'd the iom^ 
vndation, v by mouths innumerable^^ 
f>pen'd to ingulph the waters, and re^ 
ccive them in her wide cavernous bow- 
els. Not rapid was the floods decUne, 
it retreated flow ; for the mighty wa» 
ters required weeks ;^d months to re^rc^ 
without tumultj into their profouad i«-» 
iervoirs ; but though with gentle ftept 
they entered thefe fubterranean d^^s, 
the iurl4ce of ^ watier» duruif this. 
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mazing ehhy remain'd not always un<- 
ruffled; once the ark felt a fudden 
fhock, thro* every part fo violent, that the 
inhabitants could f^arce keep their feet. 
At firft they apprehended, that their man* 
£on had ftruck on fome hidden rock) but 
they flili found themfelves fafe on the 
watery bafe. Day after day, the iky and 
fea were all they faw, yet with wonder,, 
they obferv'd in both, a daily change. 
Now the funj with every cloud remov*c^ 
flione on the fmooth expanfe, and burnt 
with glowing beams the fulphur and ni-- 
tre^wbich. wrapt in the comet's vapours, 
fermented, and form'd a raging ebuliti- 
on, thence arofe an inflamed air, flafbing: 
Tightenings, rolling thunders, deftru£tive 
hurricanes, and whirlwinds i fuch as 
have never fince been heard or feen. 

Ten times would the ffornis have 
fhatter'd the ark, had not Rapha^i. 
by the power given him by the Moslv 
High, kept it fecure, or with angelic nb^ 
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pidity,outftripping the wings of the bet- 
lowing winds, averted therr rage. 

Oft when the ftorm fweeping the 
waves, rais'd their tops high in the air, 
had NoAH*s family beheld beautiful 
obje6l$, the more furprizing as before 
unknown ; for then the rays of light 
playing through the thin tranflucent 
watery (heets, form'd magnificent bows 
painted with the colour^ of Iris, bright- 
nefs foftly mix'd , the various tints of 
feven-falJ light. Not feldom they faw 
at the blaze of noon twenty or thirty of 
thefe refting on the flood, and ftretch- 
ing their horns towards the heavens. 

Nine times the fpace of a day had 
the flood, with infenfible pace, retired 
within the earth, when Raphael per- 
ceiving a mountain, that rear'd its head 
almoil to the furface of the water, with 
cautious fteerage, guided the ark thi- 
ther^ and plac*d it on tbe folid peak> 
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where it remain'd fecure from the fluC'* 
tuating waves. This done, he with- 
drew into his ethereal pavilion, where 
for fome days he continu'd to watch 
the flood, and guard the ark. Noah, 
foon fenfible of the fix'd fituation of 
that vefle}, examin'd the depth of the 
water, and found it only three feeu 
The ark had not long refted on its folid 
fuppoft, when he perceiv'd round frag- 
ments of rocks, which continually pro- 
jefting, foon environ'd the mighty edi- 
fice. By degrees the water fub- 
fided from the upper parts of the earth, 
which in proportion, feem'd to rife 
from the furface, while a rapid tide, fte-^ 
quently ftreaming between them, joined 
the other feas. Soon the ark appeared 
fix'd in a fhallow bay, one end of 
which extended to it, while the other 
parts of the vaft ftrufture flood on the 
dry earth. Aa extenfivc profpeA noiif. 
open'd, of feas raging among the rocks, 
and the bellowing furges'laihing the 
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new form'd fhores. Noah fcom bis 
fafe harbour, furveying the flood,, dif- 
cover'd many dark fpots irregularly 
plac'd rife prominent above the agiu*- 
ted waves, and continually enlarging 
their furface. 

The ground about the ark was firft a. 
leaked foil, black and defpoii'd of aU 
verdure : inftead of plants, it was^ 
f!rew*d with (hells of ftrange and vaii- 
€us forms, the dwellings, of fuitable in- 
habitants, left by the ebb on the flimjr 
land, and in many places with thef<^ 
the earth appeared inlaid. Some tree$ 
indeed were ftanding^ but fcarce were 
they to be known ; b^f thrown d^wn, 
jrcat aiMl bare. 

This (heary fcenc, was, howeveri 
\ ijf fhort duration, for in the f«il were 
"^.^referV^^vifible ieeds, which cbe^ 
/t^'jaby the folar beams, fhot i^p ia 
^ yetdafit fpirea, betwc^x^ the ft^l^; 
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fteOi Tap impregnated the trees, and 
their boughs were foon cover' d witk 
•pening buds. The ravifli'd eye thea 
iiiw the changing earthy again vefting 
herielf in her mantle of chearful green. 
With what raptures did the gladden<«> 
ing fight fill No AH V rejoicing family I 
To thofe eyes wbkh during focceffive 
monthe had never fetn the earth, the 
f;lound nowappcar'd a Par^dife. As a 
native of ^hereal Alp%<when in, a tower 
and more cloudy clime, faintly breath** 
ing, longs with reftkfa ardouf for het 
native home, on coming within view of' 
Camor or 8antus,~ bis impatient jpy is 
(hewn in every froUc gefture : thus at 
the fight of the long immers'd land, 
exulted the youthful pairs, and thus 
cnamour'd were they wkh the earth, 
their native foil from which the human • 
fpecies came, and to which they will ' 
return* Hence in rapturous praife,. 
Deborah rais'd her feft melodious 
Toice. 
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Prais'd be the Lord who has p re- 
fer v'd mankind, among the perilous 
waters 1 prais*d be the God of our fa- 
thers, who has delivered us from the 
depth of death ! O praife the Pre- 
server of men ! Our family alone has 
He fav^d, and from it fliall arife innu- 
merable nations. Him will I praife 
whole power has released the earth 
•from the overwhelming flood, under 
which it lay imprifon'd. Behold He 
cloaths it anew with chearful greeny 
while flowery fields, and verdant groves^ 
prepare a deHghtful habitation for our 
defcendants. AU others of the human 
race hath God buryM in the deep, 
which at His command rufh'd upon 
them : alas ! they funk like ftones. It 
is He who created the frightful ftar 
which cafl: afhade on the fmiling morn, 
and hid the radiance of noon in mid- 
night gloom. He fpake, and the ftars, 
which in the evening rife in the (ky, 
f^ddenly vaniih'd, veil'd in the 4§fk* 



Book XI. N O A H. i8i 

nefs of two- fold night. O God ! ter- 
rible is the power of thine arm ! thou 
haft hurlM inftantaneous ruin on the 
hoft of rebels, who leagu'd with Sa- 
tan, impioufly defy'd Thy power. By 
the breath of Thy noftrils thou ga- 
theredft together the waters, which 
fifing at Thy command overfpread the 
earth. Where then were the idols of 
the nations ? Why did they not appear 
in defence of their trembling worfhip- 
pers ? Thou, O Eternal ! haft pre- 
ferv'd on the waters the few, defpis'i 
by the people, and who call on Thy 
name. In" a dwelling of boards, haft 
thou brought them from the former 
deftroy'd earth, into that which thou 
art now raiftng from the deep, and 
when thou h«ft driven the waters from 
the ground, thou wilt manifeft thy 
power and goodnefs * in bringing us 
down among yon inviting plains,^ 
whefe myriads of tribes fhall defcend 
S00m us ) pay thee a more holy wor- 
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iblp, and feeing the wonders Thou* 
hiifl: perform'd for their forefathers, IviU: 
reverence T^hy holy naoie. 

Praife GoD who has prefervM man- 
kind in the arlc j who gave tt in 
charge to the benevolent an^l, wfaofe 
nighty arm fecur'd it amtdft the waves 
»nd afiailing ftorms* The. Most High 
cover'd the earth with the deep as with 
a garment. The waters arofe above 
the mountaim, but fled at the rebake 
of the Lord t they withdrew at the 
roar of His thunder. . The mountains*- 
flioot up their towering heads: the 
plains at their feet wait for the recefs 
of the waters: to them the Almighty - 
bas affign'd limits, and thefe their im- 
{letuous waves (hall not traiWgrefs. 

Praife God, who has preferv'd maa* 
kind in the a.rk ; who has fix'd the pil- 
lars on which the earth is fupported y. 
who has iQclps'd the feaas with gat^: 
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who lately open'd them, and it iflu'd 
forth as A child from the womb. Over 
the fca, he wove a mantle of clouds^, 
which cover'd it with, darknefs. En- 
quire of Him, for He alone can tell,., 
how the vaft fea refted on the over-^ 
whelm^'d earth, a^ by what way it re^ 
turn'd again.to its chambers.. 

Thus faunig Shsm^s devout fpoufe,. 
the delivering God, in ftrains fub* 
Kme taught her, hy the feraphio 
muie.. 
# 

Paily f hey Idok'd (J6wn on the wide 
escponfe of waters : with pleafing won- 
der tkey beheld the barging fpots 
KiEng up to hills of various forms, with 
herbage and flowers, a pleafing cover* 
ijig; for the deftroying blafts had 
ceas'd, and the eye unmolefted rov'd 
Qver the variegated profpefl:. To other 
HBgioiis God had driven the tenW 
peft : but foon. it retwp^d with* frdk 
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colle£led clouds, which extending 
themfelves wide over the fea, inter- 
cepted their view. Now, from -their 
lofty height, they beheld the ftorm 
raging below, heard the thunder roll, 
and faw ferpentizing flaihes darting 
from the clouds beneath their feet. 

In the upper region, where the ark 
lay in its fafe receptacle, the fky was 
clear and ferene, and the joyFul inha- 
bitants removing the coverings front 
its windows, enjoy'd the genial fun and 
cooling breeze. Kerenmapuch had 
fav'd her favourite carnation from the 
general ruin, and having plac'd k on ft 
flielf, it bloom'd with flowers of va- 
rious hues ; but how greatly was fhe 
delighted, when in the vafe in which 
fhe had pJac'd it, ihe alfo perceiv'd 
a Ihoot, from which, with progref* 
five luxuriance, iiTit'd various ihUksy 
which in a few days fprcad the roof 
with fragrant jeffiunine.. 
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As IJam was viewing the heavens iff 
a clear ftar-befpangled night, he per- 
-ceiv'd that the axis of the earth wa* 
removM fome degrees back from the 
fun's path. At firft it ftood nat fo 
oblique , though before the earth had 
been already mov'd, anJ turn'd aflant; 
Then he faw the Pleiades in the 
north, which he had been ufed to fee 
fliining near the gate of the morning. 
This he communicated to his bro« 
thers. 

Events little defireable, faid he, are 
at hand ; henceforth during the iirft 
months of the profilic fpring, the earth 
will not rejoice in its flowery furface, 
and darknefs will longer withhold the 
reviving day. Cold will in one part 
be intolerable, and in the other heat. 
Autumn from the north, will intro- 
duce a fevere winter ; and in the midft 
9( fummer, beat ihall come from the 
fouth fatal to man and beaft. Thus there 
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will ht different (eafeni^ to which 
we miift give different iMttifi^ I alfo 
•bferye the air charged with nitrous 
and fulphureau» vapours; thefe are 
dou^tlcf^ the produce of the late over* 
whelming flood ; and will be the feeds 
of tempeffs* 

S H E M anAver^d, This and ffill* 
0K>re may probably come to pa6 $ 
for no fmall change awaits the body 
of the late beautiful earth, not only 
in its outward figure^ of which from 
AtCe windows we already fee many 
wonderful inftancea in the number 
and height of the mountains, butr 
in its inward fubftancet and tex« 
ture, which macerated, detach'd and 
conjoined by the all-penarating floods 
osuft needs- be a luixcure of hetero** 
geneous parts, big with noxious io^ 
fluences on the air and the vege^ 
tables; but it is my oomfort that l! 
larefee many benefits arifins^^ fron^i 
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this change. When the earth, no 
longer indiUging the. floih cf man,, 
iball re<iuire ^Hduous labpu« to fup* 
ply his wants ; and when, in* a. ouatt 
turbid w, ))e ih;alj £a4 a ftoner 
Xerna apppin|eci> hicn h^w, be wiii 
;tQ Ic^^r devife evil from thie want , 
ci empjoyment, and the p«o^6l eT 
fi£ a future flate being. nearer, will 
pKobabtji hjAse a greater e€eA on hie 
flnmd* 

This aMs (aM Ham> I have al- 
ready confider'd. The Creato]i'» 
kws are not coniin'd to fingl^ parts,, 
but relate to the whole. Matter in 
its courfe and motion follows the 
rules impos'd on it, with al] the 
precifion correfpondent to its na- 
ture; this is limitted,. nothing created 
being infinite. The creation of God 
never deviates from the Divine will, 
Qot amidft the devaluations of earth- 
quakes, nor when the impetuous ftocnk 



i88 NOAH. BooRXf. 

Aurells into rolling mountains the wa- 
ters of the abyfs. After this change in 
the earth produced by the ravaging 
flood, tempefts may become neccflary 
to the air and iea, left for want of mo* 
tion, they ihould produce putrid exha- 
lations^ which overfpreadtng the land, 
would fow difeafes among its pining in- 
habitant) : this would furely be the cafe 
did clouds never fill the atmofphere, did 
the thunder never fhake, and the light- 
ning divide them, and did no mighty 
winds agitate the air and fea* 



Tas End of tbi £livintk^Book«. 



TH E 



TWELVTH BOOK 



O F 



N 



O A H. 



/ Th^e Argument. 

Haphabl vi ts Noah's family for the laft 
ttime in the ark, array*d in hi» celeftial fplen* 
dor. He departs to con¥ey foiiie of the inha- 
"bitants of a fmlefs world to Heaven : but firft 
acquaints the women that they (hall bear 
twins* Thamar and Kerekhap^ c« oa 
•finding themfelves pregnant praife theLoto. 
^o AH fends forth a raven, and afterwards a 
dove. Heleavestheark. NoAif dii^fts Shem 
to defcend the mountain, in order to find the 
coantry reprefented in the facred paintings. 
The three fifters bring forth jtwins. Noa h 
blefles them. Shcm's joorney to the land of 
Canaan, with a defcription of the country af« 
ter the flood. He enters a pyramid where 
he finds a writing defcribing the dedrufiioii 
of AsDOD and his children by famine. .He 
is met on mount Nebo byRAPHAEL* who 
points out the places that will be diftingui(h*d 
hy the Mcssiah. Shem returns, and con- 
duds Noah, Milcah, with hrs brothers and 
ififlers to the promised land. The women on 
their arrival hail the country. Noah ofFert 
a facrifice, and receives an afTurance that the 
earth would never more be deftroy'd by wa- 
ter, as a teflimony of which the rainbow ap* 
pears. Noah pours forth his gratitude, and 
at length builds a houfe on mouQt Sion. 
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SINCE the ark had been featcd on 
lofty Ararat, for fo pofterity nam'd 
the mountain on which it refted, the 
moon had more than once rcnew'd its 
courfc round the earth. The water 
was now withdrawn from the foot of 
the mountain, which evidently ap-> 
pear'd to Noah from the increas'd 
depth of the air. At a great dif- 
flance he beheld eminences and nak- 
ed ((ees, while the fubamit of the 
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mountain, gladden'd his eyes with va- 
rious flowers, and mofs was beginning 
to cloath the naked rocks. Noah de- 
layed opening the door of the ark, 
though much folicited by the women, 
who long'd to breathe a freer air ; but 
he cautious, apprehended, that fliould 
he open the ark before the waters had 
entirely left the lower grounds, while 
the aliments the mountain afforded 
were few and immature, want would 
excite quarrels among the beafts, and 
their number be decreased by furious 
wars; for not one of thofe creatures 
would he lofe, which God had com- 
mitted to his care, when all others of 
the fpecies were involved in the general 
deftrudlion* 

The patriarch's fons and daughters 
acquiefcing in this confideration, pati- 
ently waited their enlargement, and fo 
acceptable was their acquiefcence to the 
Most High, that to reward it, Ra- 
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rHA«L their benevolent guardkn, re- 
ceiv'd orders to take his leare of this 
•happy family, in familiar and gladden- 
ing convcrfe. 

Noah was one evening fitting amidft 
his afFe£i:ionate children, in the painted, 
room, with eyes of folemn complacen- 
cy, viewing the land where Goo'would 
manifeft his prefence, the native.coun- 
i:ry of the friends and meflengers of the 
great Redeemer, and of the future 
witnefTes of his life, chiefly Moriah, 
Olivet, and Sion's facred mounts When 
he who has plac'dus on this eminence, 
faid he, (hall have freed the land from 
the waters, and renew'd verdure (hall 
again adorn the earth, may my fteps b^ 
dire£l:ed to the land that will be ho- 
nour'd with my Redeemer's prefence^ 
that I may end the days of this mortal 
life, where my incarnate Saviour is to 
depofite his earthly frame : but difficult 
will it be for me to find it amidft the 

Vol. II. K 
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^dc extent of moimtMiis, plains ^md 
vaUies^ unlefs the Most High, vr 
tiis celeftial mdfienger idirf£b my wan^ 
dering fteps. 

denly the afk, the hill on which it 
refted, and the aaibient air, were im*- 
diatod ivkh a .fplendor like that whidi 
the dawniitginorn fpreads through the 
eaflcm (ky , for the archangel fudden*- 
>ly aji^peat^d in itbe rooni^^not m the dim 
, fyxm of tkt mortals he vifited, but in ce- 
J^ftiat luftre. Yet he had temper'd the 
fla<ne of his efiulgenee, and into their 
^ye$, infen^ly cony^y'd feme dr^ps of 
the' f^i^og of life, flreja^thening their 
vifual ofgans : thus he appeared to 
.A<>AM,;to warn him againft that infer- 
nal rebel, who being juflrly eqcpell'd 
ifrom Heaven, UnpiouAy proje^d the 
fall of man. Ra;pha;el had imefted 
his divine form with fix radiant wings : 
the upper from his fliGwld^rs extended 
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mstmlittg over bis breads ^M^ith.rQgal 
tnag-nfficence ; the middle liioe^a :iUriy 
tsoAe wiaikRl round bis waifl, fl(irtiiig 
4tis loins and thighs with downy gold, 
imd coleufs of ceieftial djre ; the third 
fKiir 1ky-Ufl<5tur'd eover'd his legs, and 
■gFfteeftil touch'd the floor. Every mo^ 
^ion of his feathers diffused over the 
mountdkij fpicy odours, and revtiy 
feature of his divine face, bmathM im- 
Jtnortal love. Noah, in hrs cekftial 
iineame^ts, hon tretrac'd the feature 
•^t feen by him in obicure difguife.; but 
h^?e ihis aftonifliment aUow'd hi«i 
the tife of fpeeQh) the aagel thus; be* 

Thy difcom^ofure Noah, ibews 
that my celeftial appearance does not 
excite tboTe ' {deifis^ ^fen£itioRs, and 
that livdy joy, which always fhmo in 
thy countenance on Seeing me in iqy 
terreftrkl difguife. Pay not more re- 
vercnee to my fpleiidor, nor love me 

K2 
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lefs than in my obfcure appearance; 
elfe I fhall diveft myfelf of this radi- 
ance ; but however I appear, whether 
obfcure or rcfplendent, I am ftill, O 
Noah, thy friend, and that of thy fa- 
mily, who ftand round thee, and join 
in thy devotions. Pleafing was the or- 
^er I receiv'd from the Most High, 
when at the late deflru^ion of all 
things, he made me thy guardian* 
Now my charge is at an end, foon 
will the waters alfo quit the lower 
parts of the earth ; foon fhall it reco* 
ver the ornaments of which it has been 
(o long defpoil'd, and invite thee and 
thy family down from your confine- 
ment. Before I return to Heaven, I 
am permitted to pay a fhort vifit to per- 
fons who are fo dear to me, efpecially 

'to the mothers of the future race of 
man. , From you fliaU the world be 
peopled, in greater numbers than be- 
fore the flood. In a little time, y^ 

' fhall all three bring forih twins, each 
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a male and female, to whom mighty 
nations ilxall owe their origin. 

Noah, bowing low, faid. Who am 
J, that one of the feven who ftand 
before the Eternal's throne, fhould 
deign to defcend and hold converfe 
with us children of the duft, in that 
sefplendant luftre, which even. heaven- 
ly efiences view with admiration. Ne- 
ver could we bear the blaze of fuch 
effulgence, did not that bounty, which 
has look'd down on us with preferving 
power^ ftrengthen our eyes. Benevo- 
lent haft thou ever been, and exalted 
as thy rank is, the concerns of men 
have always excited thy tendernefs> 
even before the tremendous judgment 
of this dreadful deluge. That the ark 
held out againft the afiaults of the wa- 
ters, that the violence of the wind did 
not (hatter its ftrufture, we owe, next 
^ the fuperintending power of the Al- 
mighty, to thy prote(Sling care, ^rc- 
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fcrv'd by tbce, the appointed remains 
of the creation furvtve, and never flialV ' 
our tongues ceafc to fpeak of thy good- 
hefs ; but in more lofty hymns, will we 
extol God our- Deliverer, whof€ 
meflcnger thou art, and has made thea 
His arm to'fave us. O bountiful Lord, 
bow greaft isThy condefcenffon-and Thy 
grace, to fend to our deliverance one 
of the principal archangels, who ftand 
before Thine auguft throne. Eternally 
blefs'd be our Creator ^ our PftB^ 
server! who cloaths' the hilte 2mi 
valJiea with grain, with plants' anci 
fruit \ who is again rendering the 
farth a commodiou:^ dWeHing for ouf 
defcendants. But may I cmrcat thte, 
my bright and gloriou? friend, accord- 
ing to thy gracious cuftom, to reft a- 
while with man in the ark, 

Raphael anfwer^d, No longer 
docs the ark want my^ fticcour, an* 
flew commands from my ScYB*£itJ» 
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require my immediate prefence in.the 
milky way. There dwells a wee. un«| 
fallen, their bodies immortal as their 
feulsy. fix'd m coi^eniaL innoccdioe, 
without fin and blemiih, woftil legacy* 
6f thy laps'd progenitors. As thoy 
are not deprived of the Divine imaga>. 
by any tranfgreffions, it' is to them in- 
conceivable thait many or any ^ of tbfi 
world rf fpirits fhouid ungratefully dif** 
©bey God their Creator and gracious 
Fricno, and thus fall from his favour.. 
Tbc Mb$T High has order'd me to 
take X myriad of the^ immortal bo^iei^ 
of the moft aged, and fitft dip-^ 
ping ttem in oelefiiai. lighty aficoiblA 
them before His iubUme< tim>ne^ ae4: 
thus introdiice tfatm to the bli&ful re-, 
gton,, wbeie is ^ncfs of |oy^ and^ 
where thMrhappinefsftrall be compJ/eat*, 
But my return wall not be hms^. si)4 
fireiiuentiy will I convecfe witkyoit^ 
&vxmiadr or in my cejeftud 'Hffptax^ 

, K4 
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aRcc. Do thou Shem meet me on 
the top of Nebo. 

* 

He -ended, and gave the parting fa* 
lute to the patriarch, to the devout 
MiLCAH, their Tons and daughters*. 
O what frefti rofcs did the ccleftial 
embrace ftrew • on the vernal cheeks of 
the females ! What fubKmc idea&did it 
breathe! into the minds of aft, who 
fhdr'd this endearLns; favour ! Ideas 
worthy the infpiration of a flaming 
fitraph. Raphael departed, but the 
g4ow of his effulgence remaifi'd 
behind and gradually decreased : as- 
the evening light flowly fades whea 
the fun has< funk behind the weftem. 
mountains, till fucceeded by the re- 
gular approach of night ; thus at the 
departure of the angel, the dufky 
clouds flowly envelopp'd the moun*- 
tdin' of Ararat. Tlie radiance was 
then 1)0 iiiore» yet ambrofial vayouta « 



Book XII. NOAH. 201 

long continu'd to £11 the ark with en-* 
livening fragrance. 

Animated with the feraph's viftt, 
N o A h's children, now with lefs 
anxiety waited their releafe, which 
however retarded, they faw could not 
be far diftant. The women treafur'cl 
up in their hearts thcv words of the an- 
gel, that they fhould bear twins }, hut 
from native modefty concealed their 
joy, till feeling in their wo(nbs the 
prediction of the angel leali^'d, their 
exultation was not to be fupprefs'd | 
and their grateful fouls gave vent to 
their tranfports in praifea to Him 
who bad made them the mothers of 
mankind, and of a better race than 
that deftroy'd by the deluge. 

• 

O my foul, cry'd Thamar, praife 
the Lord ojt Livi, who giveth me 
children, on whom I may pour out 
tk^t ti^eafure^ of affe^ioa which Ife 

K5 
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hftft isaplaatifd in my heave f I now 
ihall know the fweet feAfecione oB ina«- 
ternal love, when the babe fmiles at 
the fond looks of the fixriling mother; 
and' all thofe fublime plbafures, which- 
parents ftcl, wh€n th€y ffee tfcciff 
child rcn- Walk in the ways of the 
Lord; Pr6m me (hall a i*ace receive* 
life, thftt^ fhall pra^e the name of the* 
MosTt Ili«4i, wben^ this body flkfll b» 
lsud> in the fitent grate. When I am* 
fife more^ andt Ha>M cxcbftiig'd Mm 
cartHly ik«e hp the pfs df Htaaveny 
my ehtldf^rt fhalt Ihew feith* Hto» 
glory among mcny and t^each tHe ends^ 
of the earih to praife aild^ obey their 
CxBAToir. 

Thus fang TaADfAf^ aniKfi'ffBVh- 
HAFUCH continued. What we, while 
in j^adift, fo hnpaftkndy long'dF to 
iee, trdopj of yotrtfi^ aftJ ftiaidfens,' 
lovely aa opening' rofesv the fonr 
aitf daifg^tei^ of the earth> we flMf 
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now behold: fee their pretty- 'llp&, 
their lovety f;^Ge» and their eyes ipark* • 
ling with love and goodnefs. Froia 
us thefe dear creatures fliall beborn> 
they will play^ about us, and looking 
on our afFe£Honate countenances, (mile 
with unfeigned fondnefs, 

4 
• * * 

^ Amidft thefe expc£htions weeks of 
cafy days had pafs'd, when Noah* 
concluded that the water had now alfo 
left the plains. Impervious mifts had 
overfpread the earth, covering fcillsf 
and daks, while the pure lighft c^f the 
azure (ky, irradiated the fummics crf^the , 
towering mountain. Noah, in ord^r 
to be afccrtain'd, whether the time of 
lelfcf was come, font forth a raven, 
which with wandering flight, reach'* 
the upper extremity of the nrift, thro* . 
which his piercing eye difcovering the 
flxallow ffagnated waters, it ehang'd 
ics courfe, and flew to the higher lands. 
NpAK, aftof tong waiting Us jTetufa,^ 

K 6 
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• 

fent put a dove, n more faithful mef' ^ 
feiiger, which returning fpent with 
fatigue and hunger, the patriarch took 
It again into. the ark ^ but after its fe-. 
cond flight, it brought back the juicy , 
oljve's typical branch : this the joyful . 
patriarch received as a token of peaca 
reftor*d to the earth. The third time 
it return'd no more, God dire^ing its 

diftant track. 

> > 

Noah noV concluded that he might 
without danger, reftore to the earth, 
and air, the creatures committed ta 
his care. Raphael unfeen had taken 
f>S the clofing Teal from the door» 
which would otherwife have withftood. 
the efforts of an earthly or even, an an- 
gelic arm; but Noah jpow eafdy 
open'd it, and caus'd a bridge to be 
made from the lower deck to the 
ground i while, at the command of 
OoD, a north wind difpelJ'd the fog 
that Jtiover'd over ,the plaiAS. Noah 
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and bis exulting family, now (land- 
ing at the open door, had before theic 
eyes, the earth fo lately immers'd ia 
the .defacing flood. From the lofty 
eminence on which they flood, they 
with ftrain'd eyes> faw below, far dif- 
tant, broad glittering ftreams in wind- 
ing length, efpecially twa which they 
judg'd tQ be theHidakel and Perat,. dU 
veiling their glittering courfe through 
fandy waftes. They likewife beheld 
the ruins of cities, the feats 0/ power 
and oftentation, with obelifks and py- 
ramids, lying in conflis'd deftru6li<»n j 
defert, and forfaken by their once 
croudcd inhabitant?. Aa wicain Upr 
per Egypt, on the confines of paich'd 
Abyffinia, peftilential death drains ci* 
ties and villages, till no farther prey 
remains. Squallid was the appearance 
of the country after the long calamity 
it had endur'd, as when amidft the 
leign of murky winter the aftive fun dif- 
fth the itol^j^iid clears the £ejds of the 
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melting fnow, they ftill languifh tinder 
the pierciiTg cold, aniPthe opening^ badr 
fear to expofe their tender bloflbms. 
But while they were delighted with 
furveying the boundlefs expanse, and 
their minds fillM with fublime imagina- 
tions, the recoliedion that over all the 
vaft extent, no Tife exifted, and that alf 
animals, from the infe£t up to man, 
weredcftroy'd, brbUght tears inte their 
eyes. 

They now quit their confinement, 
firft the human kind', the- lords of the 
creation : the men and; women then, in 
<*BvourproflratTOn, e'mbracVwith out- 
flretcbM arms, their kindred earth; 
fbir which they had* ^ fecrct ftrong at- 
f^hment, an- object dearer as it had 
Been long cortceal'd by the deluge. 
Then fitting down with filent joy, their 
eyes feaft oil its' renewed verdure, its 
/^ringing decorations, and the plantsand 
herbage riilng in alf their antecedent 
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variety. Near them, on a gentle flopc 
of the ftiountain, ftood a grove^ which 
ipread its new form*d (hade, and thi- 
ther the powerful whifpers of nature 
call'd the youths and their fair fpoufes, 
who, as at a fignal^ arofe, and haften'd 
to this alluring fpot, which offei'd de- 
lights to every* ftnfe. 

Hferc KfiRFNifAl^uCH thus gave vent 
to hier fekfations, Hail fweet umbragi- 
Otis light, and ye chearing vapoury 
ffom the boibm of our mother earth f 
y^ fl^ream's of air, gently temper 'd with 
qoivcrfng^ fliades, how foitg have F 
ihift^d you in the clofe arte ! How long 
hiave I breath'd confin'd effluvia^ anJ 
been dej^cfted at the roaring winds and 
bcadng waves ! One of my chief fup- 
pbrft w^s the hopp of once more fceFing: 
your reviving influences;, even when 
far diftant^ I,, with lenient comfort dlf- 
cafrer'd you. Your various verdure foftens 
the light with gentle diade, and your 
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delightful odours, then left us in doubt 
whether we did not rat^r tafte than 
fmell your fragrance. The fields of air 
then rais'd in me (enfations^ which I 
cannot name.. % 

Noah remain'd alone at the foot o£ 
the bridge, to obferve the various ani-^ 
mals, beads, infects and reptiles that 
left the ark in all the order and har- 
mony,. witlx which, they had enter'4. 
that ' peaceful abode. Not one was 
wanting.; the fame number of each* 
fpecies, which NoAH counted at their 
going out, anfwer'd to bia computa^. 
tian at their .r<^ception. As the prpcef- 
fion pafs'd by Noah, they departed 
not without figns of gratitude to their 
careful feeder : the beads bow'd ilffiir 
necks i the birds clapt their wings y 
then according to their feveral natures, 
fought the gloomy cavern, and loftjfn 
cliff, or fome tree or bufh, which 
Sanding the rage of the impetuous 
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flood, now invited them by its renew'd 
foliage^ But moft difpers'd themfelvcs^ 
among the adjacent plains and cmi« 
nences cover'd .with greent pafture. 
The ^meftic animals form'd with 
gentle difpofition^ to live among men, 
ftill kept near th^m,. delighted to heai» 
aian's voice, and fee the human form. 
They were ftill tame and tradable, rea-^ 
dily performijig fervke to their fxipe** 
rior, 

Noah now caus'd a tent to be erec- 
ted in the midft of the mountain, whicti 
was to ftand till his daughters fliould 
be deliverM of their happy burthens. 
In the mean time the fun exhard the 
putrid fumes that arofe from the fwam-^ 
f y vales. 

Shem by Noah's direftion, was 
now to defcend alone from Ararat's 
lofty mount, to take a near furvey of t 
Ike new recover'd land, and fearch for 
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9t commodioas habitation : whert after 
ali their dangers and migrations, tfacy; 
might pafs the remainder of their days 
m eaie and quit. But, Q^xofiotky faid. 
tl^ patriarchy carefully remembor eve** 
lyroark, which in the heavenl^F^ psunt«* 
ings^ dfftinguifh'dt Canaan'vS facred 
land : towards the fouth and eai^, it isr 
eficlo$*d hy (wnif wafies, ami: a chain 
of hills:: <tD the. north -weflr alone it is 
open ; for weftward it is bounded by ai 
fliore, which rifes as a mound againit 
the invofion^ ofr a fpaeious lake : On 
the northward is the rivor JordaiH 
»ibicb rifes from two fprin^s>. and 
flows to tHe (b«tb : jwithin the landr 
aife Uhraioin and; Tahor^ ^tujre faenfis 
of gre^i events ; and Carmel, neigh- 
bour to the weftern lake. At>ove aU^ 
keep in mind the figure of Sion, which 
libs iij' three hills^ and the brook Si- 
loah, which waAies its fbot« Nebo 
rear& i ts towering head on the eailera 
fide,, and there the archangel has pr««t 
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mi^'d-to meet^ee ; for if- thou art not 
guided in thy walk by fixne cdefttal 
itieni^ fxuithf^ will be thy wandw^ 
ing. 

Now the daughters icaw near to ibe 
long'd for dmo,- wheiv.tliey were to 
bring forth their firft ofFspring ;. and 
their fond imaginations anticipate the 
joys they wore to feet from the little 
creatu^-es entering the regionsr of light; 
They aiready'in imaginateion, fmiV'd at 
fhenfjj with ad the eflfufive tran^orta 
«pf a mother^s love^ and ^ttkd tothtm 
^ if prefcm. M iH ancieno tiHie^ a 
^gth»« whttrt hh f»cber^ ft^wardy wko 
ihad been, fefit. toi diA&Hr telaition^ to 
procure hltti a proper wt$i^. w» fup^- 
^os'd tK> be retumttrg'with'eary jocur^ 
nies, erery evening repair 'd to Qxat 
fifing ground, that afbrded him an exr 
ttnfu^ vieW" of the country, through 
which hie wifl^'d-for bride was to 
,pftfS) while foncy ado^n'd her with 
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every beauty, the oval face, the fparL- 
ling eye, the rofy cheek j. a conftella* 
. iion of charms : fuch was thtir pr€ci4' 
pitate fondnefs for their babes : thoiigb 
yet unborn, they had already twin'd 
for them a wreath of joy, and not a 
grace was -wanting; in. cheic form or 
aiinda. 

^ Before SHEMf left the ntountatit, At 
important hour arriv'd, and, as had 
been foretold, each of Koah's daugh- 
ters brought forth twins, a naale and 
female. Sheac's fpoufe bore to him 
£iiAM and Ah^ue»abama r Ham's, 
Avarthy Chv8 and Ketura ; Ja- 
yHBTH^s, Javah and Javav*8 fifter, 
the rofy-cheek'd I>inar. Elam^ 
Chus, and Jatan, wero once the 
names of diftinguifh'd ftates, where, be- 
fore the jlood, myriads had dwelFd, and 
monarchs, fway'd'the awful fceptreij 
and now their names furvtve in Noa« V 
pw>geny, Thamar, with fond ey.es^ 
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-viewM fwarthy Chus, but with anxi- 
ous heart, ruminated on the face of a 
tperfon, who, in a port-cntous dream \n 
-the ark, was reprefentcd as opprelVd 
with all the ills of galling flavery, 

MixcAH alleviated the pains of their 
delivery by expatiating on the fweet ap- 
pellation of mother, the mofl endear- 
ing fource of kindred .; the band of fa- 
thers, fons and brothers ^ of heing th« 
mother of mankind, form'd indeed of 
«arth, but actuated by God's immortal 
refemblance, the foul. Long, faid ihc, 
have I been deny'd the fweet delight 
of attending children, harmlefs plants, 
at firft but half alive, ftill adhering to 
the parent ftcm ! How blunt their firft 
ienfations ere they have learnt to think ! 
Welcome dear infants, I will intro- 
duce .you into life : I will inform you 
to what dignity God has rais'd you by 
creation. I will teach you in your 
cajjy years, to talk ^ with jour lilping 



2r+ N O A H. BookXH. 

A^oiccs of Ac goed«efs of the Most 
High. She now brought the chil- 
dren to Noah's firft cmhrace, vrhd 
with a fmile of parental affedion 
cry'd : . 

I falute jrou, ye firft-bom «f the 
Earth, fo lately produced by the Cre- 
ator's forming hand-— fo lately tin- 
forai'd images :of lifelefs matter, q^ow 
enduy with a foul fubHme, thetreath 
of the Etirnal. Welcome into Kfe 
—into life immortal herebegiiii-! '¥e 
rfhall be my ftiturc aflbciates, when^tny 
tongue (hall fing the ALL^ORAcroi/s- 
whom cherubim and feraphim, morn- 
ing and evening hymn rejoidngi Yc 
firft difplays of God's increafmggood- 
nefs to this renew'd earth, be his 
praife your ddight! and may yefhew 
forth his abundant grace to thofe trib^ 
who fliall derive life from yoxi. ¥c 
(hall be the progenitors of nnrncrons 
nations,; for I fee, I fceJ that GoD, 
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will uphold this creation, his benignity 
has trHiQiph*d over his indignation. 
Quick, ye xJiildrtn, be your growth ! 
— *«u£piciou8 rife to maturity ! Oh rife 
to the noble life jof virtue! multiply 
and increafe, rq>bce mankind, exter- 
minated by the deluge. But let not 
£niiers, thus odious to God, be re- 
plac'd by your defcendants : may they 
worfliip the Lord with purity of life. 
May ye, O my little children, walk 
before them in the paths of holinefs! 
O may yc carefully feek the feeds of 
purity, that have furvtv'd Che fall of 
A o A -M, aAid cherifl] them in your 
hearts. May ye tranfmit to your pof- 
terity the moft precious legacy, nobler 
titan life itfelf, the graces of a pious 
and upright mind ! May lateft ages 
be Ue£s'd in. your virtues; from yeu 
receive the model of every excellence^ 
and while crown'd with bleflings, the]f 
walk in your ways, with grateful exul* 
tation cry, .Blefsfd be our ptous ajticef- 
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Tors — eternal reverence attend their 
memory ! £ L a m and C h v 9 and 
Javan, dear honour'd names, to you 
we owe thefe bleffings ! You were the 
originals of that piety and virtue, from 
which they flow. That innocence, 
which Adam by his difobediencc had 
disfigur'd, you have again adorn'd with 
its original light; and from your exam- 
ple, its beams have been difFus'd to 
your defcendants. 

• 

Ham, taking his children in his 
arms, cr/d, I will praife God the 
deliverer, the rich influence of whofe 
tleflings, defcended on the connubial 
night : foon will he replenifhthe earth 
MMth inhabitants. O that the LoR» 
•CT Life would give me the years of my 
anceftors, and then fhall I fee multi>> 
tudes defcended from me, through all 
the confufion of various lineage, and 
iliall trace the fons of my fons, and the 
offspring of n)y grand children ' 



. 
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Shem how defccnding from Ararat, 
advanc'd along the routhern plain^ ' 
where between two rivers, hills rofe in 
gentle afcent } the limpid waters had in 
fome parts left- their former bed ; they * 
had not yet workM themfelves clear, 
and large trails ofifand lin'd their low- 
ly ihores 5 but the higher grounds were 
already crown*d with rich paftUres, 
where fpring difplay'd i^s variouS'-beau* 
ties; the flood having rather man urM 
the earth, than defiroy'd its fertility. 
With the fame obedience to the crea- 
tive word, as at theff firft. creation, the 
btjtds difdos*d bloflbms and flowers of. 
various huts^ that exbal'd their odours 
tbn»]gh the balmy gales, • ' The buihes > 
and: branches afforded him ripe fruits, 
lefs delicious and beautiful indeed than 
thofe of Eden, but falubrious and a- 
dorn'd with invitij^ colours. Shem, 
with grateful heart, at obferving this 
frefh exoberaoce of bleflings, now con- 
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tinu'd hi» progrd6 near th^ HidfM, 
mdbiich rolPd its walort x>tk bti lelt^ tbco' 
namdefs tra&s, wild and defert, without 
mftn or b«aA» or bird oc infe£t. A dvil 
fikofce brooded ov^ die air^, in (he 
fields, and gr^^esr not the leaft found of 
lifB. waa beardfc, AH had a inelanchc!I]r 
iHlInefs,. like thiK wilihin the leadczt 
g^tr^i where. At9 the angsel of deaths rjtil* 
ing amadft' puer|)Ctual filbncc; Scat- 
terM layr the bodies o£ men. and beafta 
left; on the knd by the rctroating flood; 
Yet theifott.ftiti afibrdod psftunii, ricli' 
fidUsy^atti tufted woods: the flirubs 
Aot forth their trader fpires^ and com 
aro& that pcoihia'd goiddn eais« Vari- 
ous . ftiieams water'd the ground^ and 
b^hny eTdtoktions were diffua'd:.tfa3«iugk 
the faietisd ^riopEuife. 

AAsr traspieUiog fone dap along thte 
region^ ib rich ami gay, he: came to the- 
couniry^ which l7ing:at^th0:ibDt^tf^ 
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Ta4ife^ ht tetti often fteir, whfefcdhce^ 
the HMefcel arnd P^rat joined *cit 
ftrcirms, aitcf tfrence iii oue current, wi- 
tfer** the fplendid Thamifta. How the 
cdUntry feem'd unknown ; for the Pe- 
rat, inftcad of flowing from the weft, 
toot its foUtary cQur{2 towards that 
quarter, fn traverfing this trafit, he 
pals'4 by t^e walls of the city famoii^ 
for its hundred brazen gates. Wheil 
the pillars of the earth gave way, its^ 
pafaces felt the ihoclcf, l)ut were hot alf 
overthrown; fhey v(^erft rio^ half bu*-^ 
ry'd and over-run with briars and 
weeds ; among which projefled frag- 
ments of pyramids, which the deluge 
having ffrew'd with carth| weirecover'd 
ivith rifihg verdure. 

SHEM'riow' direiaed his toVLrte e^lt^ 
ward, where the facred ifiountain-, oric^ 
the 'manfior> of uinpcence, lately 
bounded the profpeft : but xioW ti& 

L t 



a»o NOAH. Book XII. 

liill ohftniAs the alsure circle of the fky* 
Thccountry was covered with confus'd 
heaps of rocks, rude mafles of marble^ 
fome in groteique forms^ the fhapdefs 
effeds of the difruption of the foih A- 
mong thefe lay ftems of cedar, with the 
roots inverted, and their wither'd 
leaves all the remains of their former 
beauty« Shem was flrangely affedted 
with pity and wonder, but little 
thought that what he now beheld, 
were the ruins of P^radife, the^ moun- 
tain defended by an angelic guard. 

To avoid paffing thro' thefe rugged 
devaftations, he chofe to return to- 
wards Thamifta, which he had pafs'd 
by unknown. He enter'd the city at 
an opening in the walls, through 
wbich had iffufd the: Perat. The 
once fplendid Thamifta ftill retain'd an 
air of grandeur, ftill appeared a work 
perform'd .by the giants, thofe mighty 
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(ons of the earth. He faw the pcnfik 
.gardens, faw ftately colonades, and 
obelUks, fome ere<^^ while others lay 
iN'oken on the earth. But the city 
wanted its proper iahabitants, a muU 
titude of lofty trees lay on the top of 
>Og*s palace ; the leviathan, the fword 
fifli, the river horfe ^d crocodile had 
takeii their reiidence in his faloon.% 
^nd the torpedo of bendmbing touch, 
was there with her young, and all re^ 
4naining till the water fubftded had 
expired. Shbm offended at the fmell 
faafted from the putrid ruins. 

At fomediftance Howards the north, 
ftood a p)rramidical ftrudure, the top of 
which rofe above thofe fandy hills 
that cDver'd its lower parts, and 
overlook'd all the other edifices. Not 
ht from the 1top, Shem difcover'd a 
fniall brafs door lin'd with tbe <kins 
0t tygers,^ and lock'd ^ ^t the kqy 

L3 
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htmg ki th« ^9or, SheIi^ refoftiite in 
b\s cxtrio&tyj »fter«uoy efforts, turn'tl 
)^k th^ b^lt, itnil tfttoirU tbe ftrue*- 
^HMTC. Wiithin bteiQvnd^a magnificaift 
•orck'd coef^ «ndi hmiifiienrible 4»xMns 
vmd pftflfages ; but all tbc Ught iras 
produced fjrom a fef^rjcxpiriog lamps xff 
flifphijtus ftfvi napbtba ; :aiid from this 
gWmVvinBg ligfat^ SfitM dUctnrer'd^ ift 
one ^fthft cbtmboo, tkirtv ^[igaiiiik: 
J^odies cio^h'ii m ixurpk, and oo a tr»- 
pod, Ijiy a large ro^l of paxdiniciit, » 
'wbich were die following words* 

4 

Should the hand of the incensM Dei- 
TV fpare iny «f snonkitid) let Ha* 
dad'js example, be an admmitioii t6 
tibe fcmrivors. Haoai^ the fadicr of 
the Hadadiac, a tvemeniious nsRne^ 
was the inventer of a torturing death> 
by forcing men to fwailow food^ till 
l^r tuitmils hitrft : This li^ai hb 
^ort» ivhM the fpringa.^f theiiccfs i 
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and the windows of heaven opcn'd their 
ffuiccs. The waters then nifti'd on 
the earth, and I Hadad fled from 
the deftruftion, into this ample prifon, 
with tWrty of my iffue, all that 're- 
ttiarnM of three hundred. My fons, 
and my fons fons, herewith me expcftcd 
Jafety. The pyramid withftood ttte 
affailing ilood, tho' not without tnany 
ftocks, durrng thofe days, which to 
our continual fears, feem'd to move 
with leaden feet. Mean-while I had a 
vifton in my fleep, in which I faw the 
men who had thus expired, and whofe 
death had been to me the fubjed: of 
laughter, arife from their graves, wrA 
their bellies open, 'and their bowels 
exposM to my view. In vain I iled 
from the meagre fpeAres, and my fons 
^^ifted wiA me. They chas'd us foriouf- 
ly with the fkeletons of hounds, ^nd 
ravenous wolves ; tut our flight was of 
no avail, they feon fciif4 its, 'arfil in 

L4 
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return tore out our bowels. I awak'd 
, full of ho'. ror, and found my fons in a 
deep flccp, )et whh pierc'mj; voice, 
calling for bread. 1 have indeed been 
inhuman^ yet not lefs inhuman muft 
thou be, if the dreadful images of dif* 
treisy which at this inftant tortur'd my 
foul, do not excite thy compaffion. 
They now awoke, and caft round their 
la43guid eyes for food ; but on our ta- 
ble fat Want in the mod hideous form. 
In the mean- while, the roating thun- 
der^ and the noife of the tumultuous 
waves (truck my ears^ I then look'^ 
at my Tons, but was filent, 2nd not a 
,tcar cfcap'd mp. How Ihould it ? My 
heart was petrify'd ? They wept, and 
LoTHAK, the youngeft, a&'d thccaufe 
of my di&refs, but turning from hiiii,^ 
I took up this pen to give vent to my 
.aiHi<flion. Heavy hours pafs*d away, 
before 1 could prevail with royfelf to 
. look at tHem \ and then I beheld^ in 
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the dejeded faces of all the thirty, 
mine own ghafViy appearance, which 
fiil'd me with fuch agony, that I bit 
my own fleih. Thefe, the afIc<^ionate 
fons of a favage father, fuppofing me 
excited' by hunger, ftarted up, and 
begg'd that f, to wh6m they ow'd their 
being, would flay them, and fatisfy my 
banger on the flefh that f])rang from 
me. Not to encreafe their afRiflion, I 
concealed the anguifh of my heart, and 
ftill remainM filent j the bitternefs of 
diftrefs clofing my lips. The hours 
no\y came and pafs'd away unpercieivM^ 
it was all one perpetual night, without 
diftindion of morn or evening, and 
all were involv'd in mi(ery, famine, 
and afRiftion. With difiiculty I dragged 
myfclf to the door, to let in the flood, 
crying. Why fhould we wait till hun- 
ger confumes us? Thofe without, 
whom the flood has fwallow'd up, have 
met with a fpeedy death, and the lofty 

L, 



226' NOAH. BookXH. 

Thsiinifta is cx>ve^'d by a fea, withont 
a fhore,. be our lot tbe fame. But tbe 
puntfhing hand of juiftice held (be Vo)t» 
and the weight of the waters pr«6'<l oa 
the door* After thtf, my fons fuccef- 
lively dyM, and I their father, with 
the kceneft angui/h^ beheld all the thir- 
ty expire in dreadful mifery. I cooti* 
ztu'4 to call them, as if ftill living;: 
delirious I went from one to the other^ 
and, in the rage of my hunger, eat of 
their flefli; button th« firft return of 
reafon, I curs'd myfelf, and the day on 
which Hap^o became a man. Over 
it may Orchus throw his fiery mantle ! 
May the gods difrc^ard it, and count 
it not among the days. PeriQi the 
years of licentioufnefs, and knpiety^ 
when with a mind eftrang'd from Goj>^ 
t ferv'd fin, and was the ilave of Sa« 
tan: but curies are vain, and vain 
alfo is repentance. My obdurate heart 
was injQe^uble^ when caU'd ta expiate 
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tny crimes"; for I wouM not tcpair 
•ages of vice, by one year X)f virtue ; 
tlutnowaflasi good andcvH arcmth nre 
^ an end, I -am now no more, and 
the period of my life is as dreadful, as 
itis coui^ was deteftable, 

'S H E M, with melancholy af^eft, 
vfev/d the famifh'd bodies, yet thfe 
imagery of de2«h Which they raised in his 
mind, excited no idea Of fear. In one 
of the rooms he compofedly enjoy'^d 
tefrelhing fleep, and awaking with the 
early morn, left the pyramid, and pro- 
ceeded t© the fouthward, till he /•each'd 
the Perat, which the deluge had le- 
jparated froni tTie HideTcelj and pur- 
fiiing his courfe along the bank of 
that prince of rivers, pafs^d over a 
natural bridge of rocks, into a country, 
which though newly expofed to the 
fun's fertilizing rays, made a paradi- 
faical appearance. Shem wander'd 

L 6 
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far into this delicious land, suid pafs'd 
through Pk^arphar, Bafan and Gilead, 
to Sibma's vale, where already the for- 
ward vine, in wild luxuriance, fpread 
her inviting clufters^ and beheld ricft 
fields, hills, and enchanting tra&s, 
without a name, till at length, mount 
Ncbo witf> rifmg terraces greets the 
duteous traveller's eye. Ardent he 
climba^the deep afcent, to view^thc 
country round. Here, a profpe<9rvaft 
and gay, widens at every ftef), and 
ravi(h'd he views Bafan and Grlead, 
with Pharphar and Abbanas glittering 
ftreams. Within his view, amidfl 
lefler hills, rofe Salem's mount, in the 
midft of a flowery plain. Delighted 
his eyes firay along the dewy vale of 
palm trees, and the blooming fpot, 
which was to receive its name froni 
Zoar. , 
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While intent on viewing the variou^i 
prorpe<^ and in idea laying them out 
for the dwellings of men, Raphael 
iflu'd from an ambrofial cloud, in a 
human form, divefted of that empy- 
real radiance he lately wore in the aik, 
^'hen he deign'd to pr.omife SfiEM a 
meeting on this mountain. The de- 
vout yoiith bowing with reverence, 
thus addrefs'd the fmiling angel. Shall 
the earth, after its deftruftlon, be again 
favour'd with the vifits of celeftial fpi- 
rits ! from their appearance, our d^fo- 
late abodes will derive a luftre infinite- 
ly fupcrior to that of an ^flembljr 
of kings, in all the royal pomp of 
ftate. 

!Raphael aniWer'd, From thofe 
who are fiU'd with the love of holinefe, 
God and angels, are not far 3 and ^ 
henceforth over this happy land, which 
now lies before thee,' and efpecially 
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over Sion, (hall open from the eter- 
nal ftream of the celeftial fpring a lu- 
cid way, in which the minifters of 
Heaven, difpatch'd with high hehefts, 
fhall flefcend in benign vifits, to thofe 
fons of earth, who walk in the ways of 
the Lord : for this blefled land thzll 
produce a race, diftinguifb'd by their 
piety ; firft Abraham who {halldefcend 
from thee, will become the objeft of 
thefe bleffings. There in Sichem and 
Moriah's plains, where thou feeft a 
clump of rifing oaks, he will receive 
God's gracious promife to give to his 
lineage this fertile land. Israel, the 
third from him, will be the father of 
thofe tribes, who led by Moses Oiall 
fubdue the country. Thefe (hall bethe 
people whom God will particularly' 
choofe to build him an houfp ; for the 
Eternal himfelf will dwell among' 
them, and give them laws ^nd ftatutes. 
Moses, though diftinguifii'd by his 
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9Qiiracles,r wU) not ttnter the ^promis'd 
land; he only 'wUl view it from this 
aonntain, as ttiou thyfelf <k>ft now. 
Tfaers^ ill the midft of the country 
where thou feeft an eminence rifing 
amidft fmaller hills fhall be the found a- 
tionof the ttsaipie of Jerufalem the ho- 
ly city, fenSify'd by the gknry of the 
LoHd. Ererj ipot cf this country 
ihall be dtilinguifii'd by fome great 
eveiK, efpeciaUy fiethkhem, where the 
incarnate SAVVmB,^ fhall be born f 
There the virgin mother Ihall bring 
kim forth '-^ there cbe divine babe flial) 
firft rmile. Famous alfo fhall be yon 
mount of Oiives, on this fide the holy 
city, and Cedron, the future name of 
that biiook, which thou fecft, waters 
Ihe footof OMvet. The divine Rioeem^ 
i» 'wifi often feel: that recefs, where 
lit will oflfer tip prayers to the FathebI 
hft mankind ; hut mark that hill 
towards the weft, tm the left of Sion ; 
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^ere on the torturiog crofs, by the 
guilt of the peop'ci, tht& murderers of 
the prophets of God> iwUI the Savi- 
our compleat the great work of rc'- 
demptioiu 

Raphael ended, and Sh£M reply'd^ 
Great and momeatous are thefe events, 
though m the conclufion mournful, 
and to our offspring an indelible re- 
proach, yet are they pregnant withr' 
the fublimeft happinefs and glory; 
efpecially to me, from whom the Sa- 
viour will conde&end to derive his 
earthly form. Let the grateful glow, 
which thy prophetic meiTage has kin* 
died in my breaft, fpeak my thanks, 
for words cannot, Bwt wherefore do i 
not haften from the mount to hail thofe 
trads, in which my Saviour will 
pafs the days of his incarnation, efpe- 
cially Bethlehem, the native place of 
the Divijie Babe, the brook, the mount 
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of Ol'we'y his rtccfs for folitary ori- 
fons, and that clifmal moiint,- where 
he is to finifh tbc decreed red^nnptiofi. 
Commendable is thy defircy i:eturn'd 
Rapuaei^ and I will aiSil thee in Hs 
fp^edy execution. Then raiAng SyEM 
from the ground, with gentle motion, 
he glided down ; and pa^ng Jordan's 
broad ftream, proceeded o'er the land, 
and fat him down on Bethlehem's hal* 
low'd ground, by the fprtng, which 
was- not then diftinguijQi'd by Davip's 
name. Shem with reverence, greeted 
the happy land, that fliould receive the 
imprefllon of the Rsdebmer's feet^ 
fcoop'd out the water in the hollow of 
of his hand, and drank of the cryft^ 
ilream. RaI^hafl then continuing Ms 
airy progrefs, alighted with hiin on 
Olivet, amidft the olive's new-form'd 
fhade. Thence he remov'd to mofc 
lofty Sion, whence helook'd down on 
Golgotha* Thefe places the devout 
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• patriarch vicwM with throbbing heart. 
But Wrhile his <ycs were ranging over 
%hc ttMtiBg fccne, he pcrceivM, featcd 
on aA oJrve brajich, a dove ad<?rn*d 
^wkh raldiant plumage, *at' drffiis'd 

*tt lovely day amidft the diickdt 
#iade. Atnong tlife witig'd inhabitants 
©f the ark, none ever (hone with fuch 
ttight, and refplcndent colours. On 
feeing S H E M, the grateful bird 
feft the branch*, and with founding 
ptnioos,. thrice encircling his head^ 
confident alighted on his hand. The 
(ight of the <bve alarm'd Suem, who 
knew not whence it came, and was 
wmi^ritig how any thing which Imd 
not been in Ae ark, corfd efcapc tHc 
wii^erfiil d^riidibn ; when the angel 
•obferving his felicitude fatd, Knoweft 
thou not that dove ? It was in the ark 
with thee, and is the fame which re* 
turnM with the ^livc leaf. Seeing it 
fluttering aloiie in a Eeld of whbat, I 



t 



took 1^9 anj fsom miae eiulg^it wing, 
plac'd a feath€f on its l>Keaft, whioh 
iga\^'ite>wteplf bc^iy tl^ftcfilofti^ brilli- 
.;(M(ei M^ep difeiS;^ its f^eri^ trfiok, lo 
. t^efe ^uDbi;agi^u4 ^^tfiksy here to wait 
)the' (^oming of 'Q(ie«, aad ^mt out to 
tb«e the fp^t, where near Siloa's 
purling ftteam, th<m ibdt build the 
firft howfeof the patriarehai metropolis. 
Let this ittocnt form excite thy devo- 
tion ; for In like manner as the dove 
liovar^d o^er thee^ ~ the Divitie Spirit^ 
wkich ptoceedsi from the FathuR) 
>will bne day 4e{cc^d with radiance 
ftem the open bdsvan^^ on Jordan^ and 
^ke adovt flitdl hc^f over the S<eii 
iof Mm tft hb tNi^nJi -int^t^^t^am : 
while the FAnt^a -will declare from 
the higheft Hefi\r6nsy This is «iy be- 
loved Soir. 






Th« J(Jve then ri^turifdtt) ihb olive, 
itid the angel >1eift ^h^m, m Siloa's 
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filver flream, wMch flowed near ttie 
foundations of the future temple. Here 
Noah's fonireniain'd for fotne time, in 
order to ftill ifhe'eniotibns of his heart; 
but when the fourth morn darted its 
orient beams abov^ 'Moriah, he fat dot 
on his retur/^, rejoicing in the glad 
tydings he was carrying to his aged fa- 
ther, and at length arriv'd whhin fight 
of Ararat's cloud- top'd ftunmit* 



-. t 



. On his coming within the mount's 
extenfive (hade^ he found the filence of 
death gradually fucd^ded byehearful 
! life. The voices <A . Ifeveral draturiis 
rumluiated throMgh the air ; ficft, :'he 
heard a nikigled ^itunDur, .whklii at 
he advanced) became n10re xliiiind. 
Hethenxtiftinguifli'dtbe bi^x>f infe£ls, 
the warbling notes of the .iiirdsi the 
neighing of the fteed^ and the lowing 
of the horned . cattle, Th^ bej<ft$ on 
feeing Shew afccnd. the byi> ^flfe»* 
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fembled about him, and in obfequi- 
ous gambols, paid homage to their 
bencfadior, . 

. The firft of his family who rati him 
^a|s Deborah, who ttandingron a peak 
that c^mpiapded an extdiifiye profpedl, 
had wa^ited his coming ;. apd on feeing 
him, hailed down the declivity, with 
each arm tenderly clafping to her breaft 
the 'two infant pledges of his love. 
After their ardent embraces, in wKichl 
though ihort his abfence, were 'ihed 
fome tears of joy and conjugal ai^ection, 
ihe led him to the tents, which his re^ 
turn iiird with new happinefs. Noah^ 
particularly delighted, hung on his 
look, while in graceful fpeech, he* 
related t^at the Perat, iilftead of ^ its 
cf^nflux wit^ t^e Hid^e) tool^ ifp fo]i« 
t^ry fc^urf?: in ^ weftern dir^ion s 
that the fuperb Tfhamifta layjq ruins^. 
half bury*d, while tl^e faloon^ of yolap- 
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luoufnefs w€rc ffrcW'd with the loath- 
fome carcafles' of the ci^codite, the 
river horfe, fword fifh, and leviathan ; 
that Hadap ancj hi^ children had pe- 
rlfli*d in the pyramid, iJy famine; 
that from Pifgali, for' fo he eaft*d the 
lAouiit of jVifioff, hfs '6kr^^i:vit^& ejrr 
had' vicvv^d*' the' Mfeii'rAToW's ' cUbktt 
land v "but though it' hy biefore Mni, 
in all the blended pride of every feafon, 
yet K^ law it not ;n its faireft point of 
view, till the benign KAPHAiSt def- 
cending, pdinted* out to him lev^rat 
(cenes of the mofr impoirtant eVettt* 
relating, to the^ itf e b i A.T o K ; arid* 
that he had vlfiteJ Moriah^ Oliver and 
ion. 

4 

Hk nari^ivr^^dtea' varfotts emow = 
tiotts** iil th«^ dllttftttive 'atidlittdeT httt' 
abcrve 'id!'- gfWttrdfe for*' thtf *Capidu4- 
proVrlmrf -madeifor theJi, and an eatneft 
defire^cjf' pa^ffing the remainder of thenr 
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pHgrimige on earth^^ in that blefsM 
cenrntryy where ^leir Rsbeembr had 
Tcfblv'd to pafs the day* af hk mortal 
life, andj gladdefi its towits with his 
gracioos tiHTacles and- heavenly ifiAmc- 
tioiis. ' ^ 

NoxH applauded^ thei? ddire ; he; 
liad been inform'i m ^ dseam^ that 
the God ef his ^Mhers, would ttxtt' 
hint on the. ho^jr hill^ of Si^n. He otdy 
"Waited £ir the return of SnltUp that lie' 
might be his guide ^ and now, witheHK- 
delay, they prepar'd to defcend the hill, 
taking with them apparel, utenfils, and 
the prophetic paintings, perform'd by 
an angelic penciL The beafts of bur- 
den, the hopfe, the camel, and the^a&, 
ftocd obfequious to receive their 
lading. 

When the riilngp fim irradiated the' 
third morning^. aft»r &»£m's returnr 
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the patriarch, with all his attendants, 
proftrated themfelves cm the earth, 
and wor&ipp'd Him, who ainidft the 
dcftru<SlQn of Itfee. flogdi bad prefervM 
their life, and bad cloath'd the earth 
anew, with fruit and herbage ; that 
from it? prolific bofom, innumerable 
tribes of future gc^era:ttons, descended 
from them, might receive plenty of 
fttftetiante^^ and who for their dwel- 
ling, hs^ plaated a new Eden whkrh 
wa$.to give birth, tto the divine Re- 

Now they, haften to load the beafts 
w^th tbeir apparel,* furniture, and 
whatpver. wa^ valuable > together with 
the remainder o(. the frMits, the fpoiJs , 
ofParadife, that ,J»ad been left, in the. 
ark, while the camels fpontaneoufly . 
couch'd on their knees^ to receive the 
women, with their fucking infants. 
Thus they defcended from, the mounts 
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ajid' pVoc^eded- bf fliort ind'gentle 
jdurfleys, I efr greater fptefl ftodld' irt^"' 
cooimode the fair travellers.' At thft 
hfcad of the barid was S"HEMi''wlio- 
betiig now acquainted with the wa^> 
was (heir'giirde. Nor did they tra- 
vel. witboV attendants; ttid beafts of 
fecial 'difpofilTon, gr^tifal and joyous^ 
accompany'd'thelr known benefaftoR. 
Thefe, though few of each kind^ 
were no inconfiderable number. The 
feather'd fpecies HUc^ augmented ther 
proceifion, fome (porting oyer thefn 
in biythfome cifclcs, or flying bcfdre, 
waited their, a 
fhrubs } and 
them by warbl 
melody : but 
remain'^ in t( 
the half ration 
diftance th'ej 

themfelves to him, bjF their daily ten- 
dernefs. 
Vol. II. M 
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fow^lirf (rf nunkind proceeded, mi4 
at Iftigth perceiving Net>o'a lofty fum- 
Hji(^ and leasing jj fa^ on tbeji left, 
ttipy pafe'd the JwdiWi. near Us two- 
fold (oWf^ Tkey th^ proceeded 
tiKoinh tbo fri^frfmt vale, where 
rifing pflnns were preparing deligl^t&il 
flV)4f«t fw JTumre Jericho. Now the ' 
h^^p? Iwd where KflorUh lifts higl^ 
its twful ho^di, opeps Xq their ravifli'd 
vJAW^ Afji the happy refeniblancc of 
tlw F^udife of G p p, though now 
rof:]^ Mid dffonn'd. It confifted of 
pj^fpq apd gently fwelling bills, 

cTQwn'd 

nftWCi in 
t)ie.f4ll« p 
qp9 miji;^ 
ewwry tf 

d9tw{ti« 
returii, « 



BooicXlf. N O A H, a4j 

the country^ foon knows again the' 
fields, and glows with tranfport ^t' 
beholding the fcenes of hrs youth; 
fo melting joy poflefs^l Noam's young 
fiimily, at the f^ght of this delicious 
Tand, to which the fpikenard, qaflia,' 
^innamoRy and balm of Paradife, feenV 
e-anipliinted, with jtll its beauties^ 
lyirtg in gay coafuHon, The cn- 
ia^^tttr'd JTem^Ies now exprefsM their 

feveral emotions. 

« • < - 

Hail flowery meads, faid Kehek^ 
HAPUCH, jiail ye woods ^nd hillst 
thou new creation barl \ almoft as fait 
a# that deftro/d by the deluge! De- 
lightful abodci where we ihall tran-^ 
^uil ^afs our days! Y^ flowery and 
plants of Paradife, here will I again 
attend you with afliduous care. Here 
you will thrive no Iqfs than in Eden. 
To you nay pretty Dir^AH, Wilt pay 

Mz 
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hcr.e^lieft vifits, and you at even 
will i>e l^er lateft care. 

Thamar continu'd : Rife Sion,. 
and thou Moriah hafte; for thus ye 
hills I name you ; hafte to crown your 
towering heads with fpreading cedars; 
cover them with projecting (hades, 
through which Siloa's brook fhali run 
in fwect meanders. When my fwar- 
thy Chus and little K£turah, he 
hand in hand with Dinah, ihe with 
£lam, .(hall gather dates among your 
w^lds, and pluck the bark of the cinha- 
mon I oh foftly pour your fragrance on 
their , young difc(nirfe ^ influence the 
palpitations of their unexperienced 
hearts, and from yoiir lonely (hades 
breathe tranquility and pio^is co'htem- 
jplations ! . ' 

Deborah, clofing the falutation 
with thoughts more fublime, cry'd, I 
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»Vfo hail thee, fk dwelling of patriarchs 
tnd prophets^ land which in future 
limes, angels and the Son of God^ 
feall deign to vffk. Here the incar^- 
nate Redeeker ihaH frequent the 
(hades of Olivet and Siloa's -brook. 
Ye waving ced^s, wkh fofteft whif.- 
pers, invite him to your cooli,ng 
fhades ! Ye fragrant gums, frankirw 
cenfe, myrrh, luid balm, more copi* 
ous flow, and weeping, drop your 
big joyful tesiri at his approach, while 
every gale (hall bear to him your will- 
ing incenfe. 



Thus they &ng on feeing Moriab 
and Sion, while the glowing /^^wer^» 
and verdant foliage feem^'d :tt> xejoice^ 
fhcir approach,. , ' 

An 4inufual refplendieiice )>eamin0 
from an olive tree,^ aow, at|tra£ieS 
Shsh's attention, and he foon faw the 

M3 
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ittrt i^hich H^ f^^i^t them fet out 
.to the brooji, lighted them back to 
Sion* 

I • 

. Soon thei jngnin/ftifv i wfS cove^c'd 

* 

with other iiibabjtanti Ch^n diofe 
preferv^d from the d^It^ej animals 
which th^xt firft faw the, Ijght v birds 
of gloily ' plumage^ ^ and melodious 
.throat, AutterM from i^ray. to fpiay, 
;whilc bill and phix;! rang /with the 
ruder- foiind$ of. domefiic animals, 
difporting in the newly received lights 

^hc patriarchy now obfcrving the 
arcac encreali: of tlic cattle/ dcteimt^i'd 
Xo offtr a conctlis^tory fm:rftfice« not 
only of ,the iip9 uttering praije and: 
thankfgiving j, not only of afccnding , 
incenfe, accompany'd by prayer, but 
of blood; not like that of Abel calU 
ing for vengeance, but ^interceding 
for gr^cc and^rec/?ncilifjtion. H« 
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therefore ordered his fons to bring to' 
Sion's fummit the firft bom rtlale of 
every fpecies" of clean beaft and fowl, 
well form*d and without defett;. /He 
himfelf went up the mounts anJ there! 
found blocks of vein'd marble, of a 
regular form : of thefe he conftriifteii 
the altar, and confecrated it with i 
libation of oil. His fdns no^V zdvzfic6 
with their vi£lims, which being flain, 
and laid on the>ltar,.he ofFefd .'them 
is a grateful facrince, to pOD, their 
Almighty and all-graci6\/is Delive.- 

RER. . * 

During the oblatFon, the patViaith 
and his fons Mvorftiipp'd, in liumble 
proftration, with their heads bow*d 
down to the eahh. Their devout ori- 
fons afcended with the fmoke of the^ 
offering ; and fuch favour did theij^ 
duteous homage obtain from'the £*r£Ri 
KAL, that He defcended to tbe^ allai^ 

Ms 
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r • • - 

and invifil^c gave thetn His bei:io- 

.-lilt 

O Kqah, faid the voice divijoc^ 
d^imufs thy fear^ and apprebei^ns, 
the ^haftifing. hand qF juftice has dif* 
f h^'d its office, and beiu:eforth| ne« 

\tx Aall it viilt wjilji fuch deilrii^tioA 

J . . . - - 

^he human race, fo prone to fidU f<> 
cafily perverted : I will kt boimda to 
the f^ which it ihall not pafs. 
Kindly dews and ^ntle rains (hall che* 
rifli the ibil, and each fucceeding year, 
the fpring fiiall be clothM with ver- 
dure and bloflbms, forerunners of plen- 
ty. Take then poflirffion of die laad, 
thou my faithful fervant, whom U fot 
thfs purpofe, have preferv'd, and for 
thy fake, have renewed . the earth* 
FIain> valley^ and 1^11 art thine, thou 
(hak pec^Q thQo^ with Irib^s innunif-^ 
rable* ; Tp tl^ee ani thy dcfoeodajntr, 
I j^ve. th^« eaiibt with all beafts^ 
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IkMrl siiJ fOhtif t ^ ^td t^ mM*t rule 
I i{u\^6A kheku rl ifarihtir promtfci^ 
mi cm. tmf ftom^^ and i4cMidl«flieiytj 
man j|H^ feckurijf reiy, tbtt to ilio 
•nd irf time^ tdie earth fli^ be inI 
more (feftroy'd by a deluge > and ht* 
koUy a« the feal <^ cbis jiriiBxife^ i 
hate p^ste'd ny boir in the finmmeiK^ 
#hkh (hiM *ver ^ ta man^ a: ftgit oif 
Avy coveflsmt aa4 forgi?eiiefs» * 

The .devout family then looking up 
with extatic joy,, beheld the ethereal 
bow i&ine, in the varyM luftre et 
cofoura, atping^d; in beautiful gra- 
dattonsy with magnificent circle gird- 
ing the earth ori (he eaftem fide of the^ 
firmament* 
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Lord, what fa man ibat Tbou: an 
thul mindful or.bimrJ:nJs: he liot 
the duft of the earth, antHMrtod With 
the bxcath of ^ife Thou. haft imported; 
but unhappily is depriv'4 of that ui4 
nocence which the divine breath coni-, 
mipicated to his heart ? Was it not 
for him, that death was created ? • Af an 
is 6n and mifery, but t'hou.art ail 
grace %nd forgivencfs,. Thou wilt, 
not utterly cut off his race; even 
amidft the flood Thou haft preferv'd a 
feed for him— for him Thou haft re- 
new*d the earth. Oh how are we 
more precious in. Thy fight — how 
are we more deferving of Thy ilernen- 
cy, than they who perifli'd in the 
deluge ? But Thou boweft the Hea- 
vens and comeft down ; Thou adorne({ 
them by Thy chearing bow^ to (hew 
and confirm Thy goodnefs I Will 
celeftial TtLtrn^^ tli^ii <^)idercend 
to enter into covenant with a worm i 



<» 
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*— ^ — ^Oh for th^ fcMipb's fire, for 
iih flaming adorations^ ihat* I might 
more lively feci, and more warmly 
expfefe the f<^nfe I * would ei^tertaixi 
of this Divine love ! Ob that my 
afcriptions of praife might afcend 
wi^h the fublimity of an heayenJy 
fpiritl i^id me, ye my blcfs'd an« 
ceftors, and chief thou* Adam an4 
£kqcu, to offer on this earthly ;slU 
tar the praifes of our God ! aiixi ye 
cherubim and feraphim exalt my 
grateful fong with yoiir tranfqeudaQt 
ft rains ! 

' ,Tr.hus Noah pour'd forth his gra- 
titude, while the fire confum'd his 
• typical licrifice. The vivid bow's ra^ 
rify'd colours now infenfibly fa^ 
^, .^d theE.T^RNAi fpake no 

more; 
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The Tteriftce bdng <rricl€tf, they 
repair' J t6 thcif tfenf^; and tlw- fbl* 
lowing days bthcr- bccupatiofis dc* 
mandcd their attfentfon; OJiyer trec% 
and cedars of antediltfviait grtwth, 
yield to the arxes of Noah's laborfoos 
fons, who now onthe pfan of SxphaIs 
manfion, where thefr lovM (p6uft$ 
drew their brearfh, cfeft a houfe j 
hut more fpacious; the rooms more 
and larger; the outfide of cedar, 
and the loftjr roof fcnc'd with mAie^ 
in neat arrangcmcfnt : bcatrtiftrl ohVe 
ieparated the chambers: the floors 
were inlaid with chequered mo/aic, 
and fome rooms were hunjg with 
tapeftry, the employment of their 
fpoafes virgin days. In an ample 
fafoon were pTacM the prophetic 
paintings, RAFitAVtV ineftiimbtr 
work. 
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This tranquil dwelling Noah 
oJl'd Salem, the Houfe of Peace* 
It was his fettled refidence, whence 
fucceeding generations of his def- 
rendants fpread over the habitable 
earth. 



J 



THE END. 
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